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Ertery Scribe inſtrutted to the Kingdom of Heav'n , is like the 


Maſter of a Houſe which bringeth out of his Treaſury things 
uw and old. 
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Prov. 18. I 2. 


He that anſwereth a matter before he heareth it , ze is folly 
and ſhame unto him. 
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 ftakcn amon; creaulous men, for the whilofom habit of ſonnda-ſs and ' ” 

conſtitution, but 15 imaccd no other than that ſwoln viſage of counterfeit know 
l[-die and litcrature, which not only in private mars our Education, but alſo in 
peblick 5 the common Climer into every Chair, where either Religion is preach't, 
or Law r-port:a, f:lliag cach eſtate of life and profeſſion with abj it and ſrrvile 
principl-s, depreſſing the high and Heaven-born ſpirit of man , far beneath the 
conaition wherein either God created him, or fin hath ſunkhim. To purſue the 


Allegory, Cuſtom being but a meer face, as Ecchs is a meer voice, reſts not in hy 
unaccempl:ſtment, until by ſecret inclination ſhe accorporate her ſclf with error, 
who b:ing a blind and Serpentine body without a hcad, willingly accepts what he 
wants, and ſupplies what her incompleatucſs went ſecking. Hence it is, that Er- 
ror ſupports Cuſtom, Cuſtom count nances Error ; And theſe two between them 
would perſ:cute and chaſe away all truth and ſolid wiſdom out of humane life, 
cre it not that God, rather than man, once in many Ages, calls together the 
prudent and religious comnſels of men, deputed to repreſs the incroachments, and 
to work off the inveterate blots and obſcurities wrought upon our minds by the 
ſaubtl: inſineating of Error and Cuſtom; who with the numerous and vulgar train 
of their followers, make it their chief deſign to envy aud cry don the induſtry of 
free re:ſoning, und-r the terms of humor and innovation ; as if the Womb of 
Teeming Truth were to bz clos'd up, if ſhe preſume to bring forth ought that ſurts 
not with their unchew'd notions and [uppoſitions. Againſt wh'ch notorious injury 
and abuſe of mans free ſoul, to t:Sifie and oppoſe the utmoſt that ſiudy and true 
Labogr can attain, h:rctofore the incitement of men repated grave hath led me 
among cth.rs; and now the duty and the right of an infFrutted Christian calls 
me through the chance of good or evil roport, to bethe ſuls Advncate of a diſ- 
Cont nanc't truth; a high enterpriſe Lords and Commons, a high enterpriſe and 
a hard, and ach as every ſeventh Son of a ſeveith Son does not venture on." Nor 


42 have 


To the Parliament of England, 


hav: I amiiſt the clamor of ſo much envy and imp:rtinence, whether to appeal, but 
to the concotrje of ſo much picty and wiſdom here aſſembl'd. B ringing in my hands an 
encient and moſt neceſſary, moſt charitable, and yet moſt injur'd Siature of Moſes ; 
not repeal'd ever by him who had the authotiis, tht thrown aſide with much in- 
confia-rat ne; lt, under the rubbiſh of Canonical ionorance , as once the whole 

Luv ws by 92222 j1101 1 ke conveyance inJoſiah's time. Ard he who ſhall indeavor 
e727 amendment of any old negl. &:d grievance in Charch or State, or in the daily: 
conrſe of life.,if he b? gifted with avili:ies of mindthat may raiſe him to ſo high an 
undertaking, I gran: he hath already much whereof not to repent him; yet It m2 

arreed him,not to b: the foreman of any miſ-jud;d opinion, unleſs his reſolutions be 

firmly ſeated ina ſquare and conſtant mind , not conſc:ous to it ſclf of any deſerved. 
blame, and regaralcſs of ungrounded ſuſpicions. For this let him b- ſure h2 ſal be 

boorded preſently by the rudy ſort but not by diſcreet and well nuriur d men,w'th a 
thouſand idle d-ſcants and ſurmiſes. Who when they cannot confute the laſt joynt cx- 
finew of any paſſage -in the book ; yet God forbid that truth ſhould be trath,becauſe 

rhey have a boiſt rows conceit of ſome pretences intheWritcr. But were th2y not more- 
buſie and inquifitive taanthe Apoſtle commenas, they would hear him at l:aſt, re- 

joycing,ſo the truth be preacht, whether of envy or other pretence whatſo- | 09 
ever: For Trath ts as impoſſible to be ſoil d by any ontward touch, as th? Sun beam. pot? 
Though this ill hap wart on her nativity, that ſhe never comes into the world, but 190/098 
like a Baſtard, to the 17nominy of him that brought her forth : till Time the Mid- 1H 8080 
wife rather than the Mother of Trath, have waſht and {altedthe Infant, declar'd: a7 ca0tup pn 
her l:oitimate,aud charcht the Father of his young Minerva , from the necal:(s nc; Aon 
cauſes ot his PAY 14158. Your it elves can b:ſt wit nel. S this, worthy Patriots,and bt bi 107 
cr will, no doubt h:reafter : for who among ye of the foremo$ that have tra- on RA 
2il'd in h:r behalf to the coad of Charchor State, hath not been often traduc't rs carer 
'v 62 the arent of his own by-ends , und-r pretext of Reformation. So much the? | mitwet 

more? I ſh:ll nt be rnuſt to hope,that hwwwwver Infamy or Envy may work in other: £e03lig a 
mn ts do her fr.tful will anoinſt this diſcourſe , yet that the experience of your- Tarlufit 
own brings miſ-interpreted, will put ye in mindto give it free audience and. 

£:nrous conffrution. What thourh the brood of Belial,the draffe of m2n,to who«es 

ro liberty is plzaſinr, hut unbridl'd and v 1gabond luſt without pal: or partition, will wes mi 1 
f aurhbroad pernaps, to ſee ſo areat a ſtrenath of Scripture muſt ering #P in fa 4 rk 
vorr ,as they ſuppeſ:, of their debauch:ries; they will know better when they ſvall: 

hense l:arn, that honeſt [berty 1s the greateſt foe to diſnonzſt licence. And what Mircbl 
thourh others out of 4 watcriſÞ and queaſie conſcience , becauſe ever craly and' "Neeniop4r 
never vt ſound, will rail: and fancy to th:mſelves, that injury aud-licence 1s the "tikrck we 
6ſt of this Book ? Did nit the diſÞemper of their. own ſtomachs affeft them with wag 
a diy Megrim, they wauld ſoontic up their ton res, and diſcera them elvcs liks ro Mr 
bat Allyrian blaſph:mer all this while: r:proaching not man but th: Almighty, the 


Aoly F Ifracl', whom they d2 not deny to have bclawniv'd his own [acrcd. {0a tm 
AOILy One Of Uracl', whom Hey a3 eny to have bclawniv'a his onn ſacrca. tha 
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With the Aſſembly. 


. 


ery ſham? on, and will do yet a while, till they get a little cordial ſobricty to ſettle 
their qualming &eal. But this qu:5tion concerns not us perhaps: Indred mans ai- 


ſpoſstion though prone to fearch after Vain ceriofities,yet when points of difficulty 


are to be aiſcuſt, appertaining to the removal of unreaſonable wrong and burden 


from the perplext life of our brother, it is incredible how cold, how dull, and far 


from all fellow-feeling we are.without the ſpur of ſelf-concernment Yet if the w:ſ- 
dom, the ju5tice,the purity of God be to be clear dfrom fouleſt imputations which 
are not yet avoid:d,if charity be not to be degrad.d and trodd'n down und.r a ci- 
vil Ordinance, if Matrimony be not to be advanc't like that exalted perdition 
writt*n of to the Theſſalonians, above all thar is called Go1, or goodneſs, nay, 
againſt them both then I dare affirm there will be found in the Contents of this 
Book, that which may concern us all.You it concerns chiefly Worthies in Parlia- 


went, on whom, as on our d:liverers, all our gricvances and.cares;by the merit of 
Jr emmence and fortitude are-devolu'd. Me it concernsnext, having with much 


labour and faithful diligence firſt found out, or at leaſt with a fearl'ſsand com- 
municative candor firſt publiſht to the manifeſt good of Chriſtendom, that which 
calling to witneſs every thing mortal and immortal] believe uyfain:dly to be true. 
Let not other men think their conſcience box id to ſearch continually after truth, 
to pray for enlughtning from above, to publiſh what they think they have ſo ob- 
tain'd, and d:bar me from conceiving my ſelf ty'd by the ſame duties. Ye have 
now, doubtleſs bythe favour and appointment of God, ye have now in your hands a 


great and populous Nation to reform; from what corruption, what blindn:ſs in 


Religion, ye know well; in what a detenerate and falſn ſpirit. from th2 appre- 
h:1;fton of native liberty, and tru: manlintſs, I am ſure ye find: with what un- 
bound -d licence rreſhing to whoredoms a-dadulterics, n:cd; not'long erguiry : 1n- 


 ſomurh that the fears which mn have of too ſtrifh a d:ſciplin? : perhaps execcd”® 
the h: S that CAN be T7 others, of CUVUCY introducing it with any great uccils. 


What if I ſhould tell ye now of diſp:yſations and indulcences, to give alittle the 
reins, to [:' them play and nivbl-w:th th: bait awhil: ; apeople 25 hard of heart 
as thit Eryp:ion Colbny that went to: Canaan. Th:isis th: common doftrin? that 


 adult:rons and wijurins div res w.re not conniv'd only, but with ege open al- 


low d of old or hard 1:ſs of h:art. But that opinion, I truſt, by th-n this followiur 
ar: wwaent hath becn well read, will bs Ift for one of the myſteri-s of a indl- 
gent Antichriſt, to farm ont mceſt by , and thoſe b1s other tribx:ary p lixtions. 
Wat m:adl: way can be tak n then, my ſome interrupt, if we mult nuther tern 
to the right, nor to the | ft, and that the propl? hate tobe r form d: Mark thi, 

udges and Law-givcrs, and ye wheje Office it is to ve our Tea:mers , fir 1 will 
#itcr now a dottrine, if ever ary other, thourh ne: leched or not and. rſtoad, pot of 
great and powerful importance to the governing 0! mankind He who wiſ ly vw:ul 
reſtrain the reaſonable Soul of man within dw: bounis, muil fr ft bimlelf know 
porfectly, how far the Territory aud Dominion extends of 14) and hon ji liberty, 


prople with this very allowance,which they now call injury and licence, and da. 


, 


To the Parliament of Frugl.md, 


As little-mu5t he offcr to bind that which God hath looſw'd , 2s to looſ'n that 
which he hath 6aund. Toe ignorance and miſtaks of this hi zh point, hath heapr 
4p on? kuze half of all the miſcry that hath ay Jace \dam. 1» the Goſpel we 
Joall re cad a fa: roilions Or. ” FAIT 2S9- Tonnecs, or rathcr whoſe evil cye, 
grievin: 19.t God ſhogld be jo acil toman, was t2 |[.t ſtraiter limits to obzdi- 
ence thin God! path ſer, to inflave the dignity of man, to put 4 a garriſon upon his 
neck of On pry and ovr-dimfud prec:pts: And we ſpall read 097 SAVIORY mover 
enore gricv a anatiroubl' a, than to met with lucy a pieviſi man ſs Amon mn 
a:ainjt the ir o vn fricdom. H.w canwe expett # him to be Leſs ofend:d w: th 1s, 
when m:tC' of the [ame folly ſrall be found 3 ct remaining where ut teasÞ onght, 
to the p.1 ſhin: r 0f thouſands. The « routes by a nin thewrld 1s ſs crſtition, "not 
only of Cer. moni.'s in the Church, but of ima.inary and ſcarecrow fins at home, 
1, hat great. weakning, whit more ſuvil. firataxem a_ainſt our Chr.ſt a1 war- 
fare whe ” b:fid: '5 Fy groſs Þ by ay of r. al trarfer ſons tO INCOUNTLY, we ſoall 08 ter- 
rift 4b, a vain and ſhadowy 717M" CIAT 9 f fuults that are not: When things in- 
different ſhall ve ct t1 0v. 7- front 1s und.r the bann. roof fn, what wond:r if we 
b: routed,and by this art of our Adv.rſary fall into the ſubj Eon of vw rib and 
d-adlicft offences.The ſuperſtition of the Papiſt is,touch not,talt not, when God 
bids beth: and ours is, part not, teparate not, when God and chari:y both per- 
mits and commanas.Let all your things be done with charity, ſaith S. Paul: 
and his Maſt er ſaith! 1e1s the fulfilling of the Law. Yet now a civil,an tmdif- 
f-rent,a ſomct ime arfſw.1di a Law of marriaze, muſt b: forc't upon us to fulfil, not 
only withoat charity, but atainſt her. No place in Heav'nor Earth, except Hell, 
wocre char ty may not enter : yet marriare the Ordinance of our folave and con- 
fentment, the remedy of onr lonelineſs w ill nit admit now cither of charity or 
mcr'y te come in and mediate or parifze the ficrcentſs of thy gentle Ordinance, 
the unremedicd lonelin:ſs of this remedj;. Adviſe yew: {l ſupreme Senate,if charity 
ve thus excluded and expulſt, how Je will a:fcnd the untainted h2nour of your 
own atttons and proceedings, He who marries,intends as | ttl2 to conſpire his own 
ruine,as he that ſwears Alle;tance:and as awhole peopl: 15 wn proportion to an ill 
Government, ſo is on? man 10 an ill marriage. If they aainſt any Authority, Co- 
v nant, or Statute, may by the ſoveraigy edit of charity , ſav? not only their 
lives, but honeſt liber: es from anwort 'y bondage,as well ray he anainſt any pri- 
vate Cov'nint,which he n-ver enter'd to his milchicf.r: -d-em himſel* from unſup- 
portable difturbauces to honeſt peace, andjuſt contentment : And much the va- 
ther, for that toreſiſt the hi:h:ſh Ma iſtrate thouth tyrannizinr, Coo! acvir 
gave us expreſs allowance , only he gave #s r:aſon, chav ty natur., 111 7604 0x- 
ample to bear us0nt ; : bs in this Econmmical 215, Vortune thus to d mean Our 
ſelves, b-ſid:s the warrant of thoſe four great Direfovs , which doth as juſity 
belong hither, we have an expreſs Law of God, and ſuc ha Law, as wh:rof 
0H7 Saviour with a ſcl-ma threat forbid the abrogatis. For no cffc& of tyran- 
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With the Aſſembly. 
ny c4u more heav3 on theCommon=wealth,than this houſhold unhappineſs on the f4- 
wmily. And far ewel all hope of true Reformation in the State,while ſuch anvil asthes 
ties unadiſcern'd or anregarded tn the houſe.On the redreſs whereof depends not only 
the ſpiritual aud orderly life of our grown men,butthe willing and careful education 
of our children, Let this therefore be new examin'd thi tenure and fr echold of matt» 
kind,this native and demeſtick Charter giv*n #s by agreater Lord than that S«x0n 
King the Conſeſſor, Let the ſtatutes of God be turn'd over be ſcann'd anew and con- 
fider'd wot altogethey by the narrow intelleftuals of quorationiits and common pl d- 
ces but (as way the ancient right of Councils) bymen of what liber.l profeſſion ſoz» 
yer, of eminent ſpirit and breeding, joyn'd with adiſſuſe and various kncw:eadge of 
div;ne and human things; able to ballance and define good and evil,right & wrorg 
throug hout every ſtate of life, able to ſhew us the ways ef the Lo1d ſtr ait & faith/nl 
as they are,n't full of cranks and contradicuons, and pit-ſaling d:ſpences but with 
divine inſight aud benignity meaſur d ont to th? proportion of each miid aud ſpirit, 
each temper anddiſp:ſition created ſo different each (10m other, and yet : y the 5kill 
of wiſe condutting, all to beceme uniform 1n vertue. To expeaite theſe knvts Wire 
worthy a learned and memorable Synod,while our enermics expect to ſce the expel a- 
240n of the Church tir'd out with dependencies &- independencies how they will come 
pount,and in what Calends. Doubt not,worthy Senators,to indicate the ſacr ed-0- 
nour and judgment of Moſes yourpredeceſſ9r,from the ſha low comment ing of $ch9 - 
lafticks and Canonifts, Doubt not after him to reach out to your ſteady hands to the 
miſ-inferin'd and wearied life of man, to reſtore this his loſt heritage, into the h0u- 
(hold ſlate , wherewith be ſure that peace and love,the beFt ſubſiflence of a Chriſtian 
family will return home ſrom whence they are now barikt , places of proſtitution 
will be teſs haunted ) the neighbors bed lefs attempted . the Yoke f rrndent ana 
manly diſcipline will he generally ſubmitted to, ſober and well-order'd living will 
ſoon ſprirg up tn the Com mone-wealith Ye have an author great beyond xception, 
Moſes; and one yet greater , he who hedg'd in from aboliſhing every ſn alleſt 
qt ang title of precious equity contatn'd in that Law , with amore ac:trate a4 
lafting Meforeth , than either the Synagogue of Ezra, or the G:\-l+an School 
at Tiberias hath left ws. Whatever elſe je can exatt , wilt ſcarce concern athi d 
pit of the Rri:tiſh name : but the benefit and good of this Jour magnantimous 
example, wil: eaſily ſpread ſar beyoxd the banks of Tweed and the N:yrman 1les, 
It would not be the firſt, or ſecond time, fince our ancient Drudes , by whom this 
Hand was the Cathedral of Phi ofophy to France , left off their Pagan Fites, 
that E- g!and hath had this honour voucbſaft from Heav'n, togive out Refo1m a. 
tion to the world Who was it but our Engliſh Conſtantine 1h;t bagtiz'd the Ro> 
14n Empire ? Who was it but the Northumbrian Willibrofe,avd Wirifride of 
Devon with thetr followers, were the firſt Apoſtles of Germany ? why but Alcuin 
and Wicklet our Countreymenopen'd the eyes of Europe, the ene in arts, the other in 
Religion, Let nit England forget her precedence of teaching nations how to live. 
| K new 


To the Parliament of England, tc. 


Know, Worthies, know and exer-iſe the priviledge of jour honour'd Conntrey. A 
greater t tle 1 here bring ye, then ts either un the power or in the pilicy of Rome to 
give h:r Monarchs , 1hts glorions att will ſtile ye the defcnders of Charity. Nor i 
this yet the high ft inſcriptiin that will ad ra ſoreligicus and ſo holy a defence as 
this bihild here the pure and ſacred Law of God , and bas yet purer and more ſacred 
#ame ofj 1 ing themſelves to yu firſt , of all Chriſtian reformers to be acquitted frow 
the long [rff:r*d 1.ngodly attri: ne of patronizing aanltery, Defer not to wipe off in- 
fiant 'y theſe tmputative blurrs and ſt ains caſt by rude fancies upon the throne and 
beauty it ſelf of invinlable holineſs : lift ſome «t h:r pec-ple more devont and wiſe than 

 wegbereave ns this iffer'd immortal plory or Wonted prerigative,of bei g the furſt aſ- 
fertoys in every great vind cation. For me as far as my part leads me, | have al-« 
ready my greateſt gain aſſurarce and inward ſati:f aiti1n to have aontin thu nothing 
unworthy of an honeſt life,«nd ſtudies w ll employ d.Wuth what event among the wiſe 
and rig ht underſt anding handful of men,T am ſecure, But how among the drove of 
Cuſtom and Priudice this will be reliſht by (uch whoſe capacity ſince their youth 
run ahead into the eaſie creck of a Syſem or a Medulla, ſai.s there at Will anger the 
bl -wn phyfrognomy of their anlabour d audiments, for them what thely taſte Will be, 
T have alſo ſurety ſufficient , frem the entire league that hath been ever between for» 
mal ignorance and grave obſtinacy. TY it when I rememberthe little that ony Saviour 
could prevail about this deftrine of Charity againſt the crabbed textuiſts of his time, 
# make no Wonder but refF confident that Who ſo prefers either MAatromcny or other 
Ordinance hefore the good of man and the plain exigence of Charity , let him profeſs 
Papiſt or Proteft ant or what he will he 1s m1 better than a Phariſe, and under ſtands 
rot the Geſpel: whom as a miſinterpreter of Chriſt ] «penly proteſt againſt ; and pro Eo 
woke him to the trialsf the truth before all the world: and let him bethink him withal WILL 
how he will ſoder up the ſhifting flaws of his ungirt permiſſions, his venial and unve- Bn 
 mial aſpences,wherewith the Law of God pardoning & unpard:ning hath bin fhange- { Jong 
fully br anaed, for want of heedin gl ſſing , te have eluded and baffi'd ont all Faith ſn: Lax, 
and ChaFtity from tbe Marriage-bed of that holy ſeed, with pelitick and judicial a- ting 
dalteries. I ſeek not to ſeduce the ſumple and illiterate, my errand i to find ont the 
choiceft and the learnedft,who have this high gift of wiſdom to anſwer ſolidly or to be 
convinct, Icrave it from the piety,the learning,and tho pradence which is hows d in 
t bis place. [1 might perhaps mere fitly have been writtt n in another tongue;and Thad 
done ſo, but that the eſteem I have of my Comntries judgment, aud the love T hear to 
my native language to ſerve it firſt with What I endeavour, made me ſpeak it thus, 
ere 1 aſſay the verdift of outlandiſh readers. And perhaps alſo here I might bave en- 
ded nameleſs,but that the addreſs of theſe lines chiefly to the Payliament of England 
might have ſeem'd ingrateful not to acknowleage by whoſe Religions care,unwearictd 
Watchfulurſs,conragions and heroick reſalntions, Tengoy the peace and ſtudions leiſure 
£0 remain, Tac Honourer and Attendant of their Noble worth and yertucs, 


John Milton, 
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I. BOOQK. 


The Preface. 


T hat Man is the occaſion of his own wiſeries,in moſt of thoſe evils which 
he imputes to Gods inflifting, T he abſurdity of our Cansniſts in1heir 
Decrees about Divorce. The Chriſtian Imperial Laws framed with 
more Equity. The opinion of Hugo Grotius , ava Paulus Fagius : 
And the purpoſe in general of this Diſcourſe. 


> Any men, whether itbe their fate, or fond opini- 
on, eaſily perſwade themſelves, if God would 
but be pleas'd a while co withdraw his juſt pu- 
: niſhments from us, and to reſtrain what power” 
| £2 either the Devil, or any earthly enemy bath to 
/ work us woe, thatthen mans nature would find 

7 immediate reſt and releaſement from all evils. 
But verily they who think fo, if they be ſuch as 
have a mind large enough to take into their thoughts a general ſaur- 
vey of humane thing:*, would ſoon prove themſelves in that opinion 


(| 
- 


- ne” 


for deceiv'd, For though it were granted us by divine indulgence 


ey 


2 The Doftrine and Diſcipline of Divorce, 

9 be exempt from all that can be harmiul to us from without, yet 
the perve:ſeneſs of our folly is ſo bent , that we ſhould never lin 
hammering out of our own hearts, as it were out of a flint, the ſeeds 
and ſparkles of new miſery to our ſelves, till all were in ablaze a- 
S1in. Andno marvel if out of our own hearts, for they are evil, 
but even out of theſe things whicy God meant us, cither ſor a prin- 
cipal good, or a pure contentment , we are ſtill hatching and contri- 
ving upon our ſelves matter of continual ſorrow and perplexity. 
What preater good to min than that revealed rule , whereby God 
vouchſaſes to ſhew u3 how he would be worſhipt? And yet that not 
righ:ly underſtood , became the cauſe that once a tamous min in //- 
rael could not but oblige his conſcience to be the ſacriticer ; or if nor, 
| rhe jaylor of his innocent and onely daughter. And was the cauſe oft- 
times thit Armies of valiant men have given up their throats to a 
heatheniſh enemy on the Sabbath.day : fondly thinking their defen- 
ive reſiſtance to be as then a thing unlawfal. What thing more in» 
{titured to the ſolace and delight of man than marrizge ? and yer the 
miſ-interpreting of ſome Scripture direRed mainly againlt the abu- 
{ers of the Law for divorce given by Moſes , hath chang'd the bleſ- 
ng of Matrimony not ſeldom into a familiar and co-inhabiting 
miſchief; at leaſt into a drooping and diſconſolite houſhold caps» 
tivity, without refuge or redemption. So ungovern'd and fo wild a 
race doth ſuperſtition run us from one extream of abuſed libert 
into the other of unmerciful reſtraint. For although God in the 
firſt ordaining of marriage , taught us to what end he did it,in words 
expreſly implying the apt and cheerful converſation of man with 
woman, to comfort and refreſh him of the evil and ſolitary life, 
not mentioning the purpoſe of generation till aſterwards , as being 
buta ſecondary end indignity,, though not in neceſfity ; yet now, if 
any two be but once handed in the Church , and have talled in any 
ſorc the nuprial bed , let them fin1 themſelves never ſo miſtak'n 


11 their diſpoſitions through any error, concea'ment , or miſzdven- 


ture, thai: through their d:fl-rent tempers , thovgh:s, ard conflitu- 
t107s , they canneither be to one another a regiedy agiinſt lonelineſs, 
ror live 1n any union or contentment ali their dayes, yet they ſhall, 
{9 they be but found ſuitably wezpor'd to the leaſt poſſibility of 
ſenſu:] injoyment , be made, ſpight of axtipathy to fadge together, 
and combine :s they may to their unſpeakable weariſomneſs and de- 
ſpair of all ſoci+ble delight in the ordinance which God eſllablifhe 
to that yery end. What a calamity is this, and as the wiſe-man if he 
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Reſtor d to the good of both Sexes. 2 
were alive, would {igh out 1n his own Phraſe, what a ſore evil #5 this 
under the Sun ! All which we can refer juſtly to no other author 
than the Canon Law and her-adherents , not conſulting with chari- 
ty , the interpreter and guid of our faith, but reſting in the meer 
element of the Text, doubtleſs by the policy of the devil to make 
that gracious ordinance become unſupportable , that what with men 
not {tating to venture upon wedlock, and what with men wearied 
out of it, all inordinate licence might abound. Jr was for many ages 
that marriage lay in diſgrace with moſt of the ancient Doors, as a 
work of the flcſh, almolt a defilemeut , wholly deny'd to Prieſts, and 
the ſecond time diſſwaded to all , as he that reads Terrallian or lerom 
may ſee at large, Afterwards it was brought fo Sacramental , thar 
no adultery or deſertion could diffolve it ; and this is the ſenſe of our 
Canon Courts in England to this diy , but no other reformed 
Church elfe : yet there remains in them alſo a burden on it as hea- 
vy as thz other ewo were diſgraceful or ſuperſtitious, and of as 
muci iniquity, croſſing a Law not onely written by Moſes , but cha- 
racer'd in us by nature, of more antiquity and deeper ground than 
marriageit ſeif, which Law is to force nothing againſt the faultleſs 
proprieties of nature : yet that this may be colourably done, our Sa- 
viours words touching divorce , are asit were congeal'd into a fiony 
rigor , inconſiſtent both with his Doarine and his office, and thac 
which he preacht onely to the conſcience, is by Canonical tyranny 
ſnatcht into the compulſive Cenſure of a Judicial Court, where 
Laws are impos'd even againſt the venerable and ſeccet power of na- 
tures impretſion, to love, what ever cauſe he found to loath. Which 
15 a hainous barbariſme both againſt the honour of marriage , the 
dignity of man and his ſoul, the goodneſs of Chriſtianity , and ail 
the humane reſpeRs of civility. Notwithſtanding that ſome the 
wiſeſt and gravelt among the Chriſtian Emperours, who had «bout 
them, to conſult with , thoſe of the Fathers then living, who for . 
their learning and holineſs of life, are {till with us in great renown, 
have made their ſtatutes and edi&s concerning this debate far more 
ealite aud relenting in many neceſſary caſes, wherein the Canon is 
inflexible. And Hago Grotizs , a man of theſe times , one of the 
beſt learned, ſeems not obſcurely to a@here._in his perſwaſion tothe 
equi:y of thoſe Imperial Decrees, in his Notes upon the Evargelifts; 
much allaying the outward roughneſs of the Text , which hath for 
the moſt part been too immoderately expounded , and excites the 
diligence of others to inquire further into this queſtion , as contain- 
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ning many points that have not yet been explain'd, Which ever like- 


ly tO remain intricate and hopeleſs upon the ſuppoſitions commonly. 


ſtuck to the authority of Parlns Fagins, one ſo learned and ſo emi- 
nent in England once, it it might perſwade, would ſtrait acquaint us 
with aſo'ution of theſe differences , no leſs prudent than compendi- 
ous. He in his Comment on the Penrateach, doubted not to maintain 
that Divorces might be as lawfully permitted by the Magiſtrate to 


Chriſtians, as they were tothe Jews. But becauſe he is but brief, ard * 


theſethings of great conſequence not to be kept obſcure, I ſhall con- 


celyeit nothing above my duty , either for the difficulty or the cen- 


ſure that may paſs thereon, to communicate ſuch thoughts as 1 alſo 


have had, and do offer them now in this general labour of Reforma-. 
tion, to the candid view of both Church and Magillrate , eſpecially. 


becauſe I ſee it the hope of good men, that thoſe irregular and un- 
ſpiritual Courts have ſpun their utmoſt date in this Land, and ſome 


better courſe mult now be conſtituted. This therefore ſhall be the. 


rask an1 period of this diſcourſe to prove, firſt that other reaſons of 
Divorce, belides Adultery , were by the Law of 2oſes, and are yet 


to be allow'd by the Chriſtian Magiſtrate as a piece of Juſtice, and. 


that the words of Chriſt are not hereby contraried, Next , that to 
prohibir abſolutely any Divorce whatſoever,except thoſe which 77% 
ſes excepted, is againſt the reaſon of Law, as in due place 1 ſhall ſhew 
out of Fagias with many additions, He thereiore who by adventu- 
ring, ſhall be ſo happy as with ſucceſs to light the way of ſuch an 
expedient liberty and cruth as this, ſhall reſtore the much-wrong'd 


and over-ſorrow'd ſtate of Matrizony , not only to thoſe merciful 


and life-piving remedies of 7oſes, but, as much as may be, to that 
ſerene and bliſsful condition it was in ar the beginyng, and ſhall de- 
ſerve of all apprebenfive men conſidering the treubles and diltempers 
which for want of thisinlight have been ſo oft in Kingdoms, in ©rates 
and Families) ſhall deſerveto be rcckond among the publick Bene- 


factors of civil and humane life , above the Inventors of Wine and. 


Ol; forihis is a far dearer, far nobler, and more defirable cheriſh- 
ingto mans life , unworthily expos'd to ſadneſs and miſtake , which 
he ſhall vindicate. Not that licence, and levety, and unconſented 
breach of faith ſhould hereinbe countenance , but that ſome con{ci- 
onable and tender pitty might be had of thoſe who have unwarily in 
a thing they never prattis'd before , made themſelves the Bondmen 
of a lucklefs and helpleſs Matrimony. In which Argument, he whoſe 
courage. £40 ere bim to give the fic on-ſer, mult look for two ſere- 
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Reſtor'd to the good of both Sexes. & 
ra! oppoſitious; the one from them who have ſworn themſelves to 
long Cultom , and the letter of the Text, will not out of the road ; 
the other from thoſe whoſe groſs and vulgar apprehenlions conceir 
but low of matrimonial purpoſes, and in the werk of Male and Fe- 
male think they have all. Nevertheleſs , ir ſhill be here ſoughc by 
due ways to be made appear, that thoſe words 9f God-in the inſtitu. 
tion, promiſing a meet help ag:in!t lonelineſs , and thoſe words cf 
Chrilt, That his yoke 35 eaſie, and his burden light, were not ſpoken in 
vain; for if the knot of marriage may in no caſe be diſſoiv'd but 
for adultery, all the burd'ns and fervices of the Law ire not fo in- 
tolerable, I his only 1s defir'd of them who are minded to judge 


| lardly of thus maintaining, that they would be il], and-hear all our, 


nor think it equal to anſwer deliberate reaſ»n with ſudden heat and 
noiſe, remembring this, that many truths now-of Reverend eſteem 
and crecir, bad their birth and beginning once from fingular and 
private thoughts, while the moſt of men were otherwiſe poſſeſt, and 
had the fate art firſt ro be generally exploded and exclz m'd on by 
many violent oppoſers; yet I may erre perhaps in ſoothirg my ſelf, 
that this preſent truth reviv'd, will Geſerve on all hands to be not fi- 
niſterl.- receiv*d, in that ic undertakes the cvre of an inveterate 
diſeaſe crept into the belt part of humane ſociety : and ro do this 


. with no ſmarting corrolive , but with a ſmooth and pleafirp leflon, 
which receiy'd h:th the vertue to foften and diſpel rooted and knor- 


ty. ſorrows : and without inchaniment if that be fear'd, or ſpell 
us'd, hath regard at once both to ſerious pitty, 3nd upright honeſty , 
that tends to the redeeming and r-{iorivg of nene but ſuch'as- are 
the obje& of compaſſion , having in an ill hour hamper'd themſelves 
to the utier diſpacch of zll their mot beloved comforts and repoſe 
for this lives term. Burt it we ſhall obſtinately diſt ke this new over- 
ture of unexp Redeaſe and recovery , what remains hut to deplore 
the frowardneſs of our hopele(- condition, which neither can indure - 
the eſtate we are in, nor admit of remedy. either ſh: rp or iweets 
Sharp we our ſelves dillait; and Iweet, under whoſe hands we are, 
is ſcrupl'd and ſuſpetcd as too 'uſhious,. 'n ſuch a poſture Chriit 


found the Fews, who were neither won with the auſterity of” 7obn the 


Buptit, and thought ic coo much licence to follow freely the coarm- 
ing pipe of him-who ſounded and proclaim'd liber.y and relief toll 
diltreſſes : yet Truth in fome Age or ot'er will find her witnels, 
and ſhall be juſtifi'd atlaſt by her own children, 


B'3 CHAP. 


The Dottrine and Diſcipline of Divorce, 
CHAP. I. 


T he pefetion, Prov'd by the Law of Moſes, That Law expounded and 


aſſerted to a moral and charitable uſe, firſt by Paulus Fapius, next wich 
other adaitions, 


O remove therefore if it be poſſible, thi great and ſad oppreſ- 
ſion which through the {irict neſs of of a literal interpreting hath 
invaged and diſturb'd the dearef} and moſt pecceable eſtate of houſ- 
hould ſociety, to the over-burthening, if not the over-whelming of 
many Chriſliars better worth than to be ſo deſerted of the Churches 
conliderate care , this poſition ſhall be laid-down, firſt p'oving, 
then anſwering what may be objected either from Scripture or light 
of reaſon. 

T hat indiſp:ſition, unfitneſs, cr contrariety of mind, ariſing frem a cauſe 
:n nature unchangeable, hindring, and ever likely to hinder the main be= 
nefits of corjugal ſociety which are ſolace ana peace, is a greater reaſon 
of divorce than natural frigidity, eſpecially if there be no Children, and 
that th:re be mutual conſent. | 

This I gather from the Law in Deut. 24. I. When a mat bath tak's 
a wife and married hir,, and it come to paſs that ſhe find no faveiar in his 
exes, becauſe he hath found ſome nncleanneſs in her , let him write her a 


bill of divorcement. and give it in ber hand,aud ſend her ont of his houſe, &c. 


This Law, if the words of Chriſt may be admitted into our belief, 
{hall never while the world ſtands, for him be abrogated. Firſt there- 
fore Lhere ſet down what learned Fagizs bath obſerv'd on this Law; 
The Law of Ged,ſaich he, prrmitted divorce for the help of hamane weak- 
eſs, For every one that of xu:crſſity ſeperates , Cannot live ſingie. That 
Chrift deny d divorce to his own, hinders uct ; for what ts that to the unre- 
generate , Who bath not attain'd ſuch perfection * Let not the remeay be 
deſpis d which was giv'n ts weakneſs. Ard When Chriſt ſaith, Who mar ries 
the divorc't commits adultery, it is to be xrnderſtood if he had any plot in 
thedivorce.The reſt I reſerve until it be diſputed, how the Mag:ſtrate is 
todo herein, From hence we may plainly diſcern a two- fold conſidera- 
cion in this Law. Firſt the end of the Law-giver, and the proper a& 
of the Law to command or to allow ſomething juſt and honeſt, or in- 
different, Secondly, his ſuffcrarice from ſome accidental reſult of e- 
Vil by this allowance, which the Law cannot remedy. For if this 
Law have no other end or a& but onely theallowance of a f1n, though 
never to ſo good intention, that Law is no Law bur (in muff'd in the 
robe of Law, or Law diſguisd in the looſe garment of ſin. Both which 
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Reſior'd to the good of both Sexes. 7 


are too foul Hypotheſes to ſave the Phenomenon of our Saviours anſwer 
to che Phariſes about this matter, An4 I cruſt anon by the help of 
an infallible guide to perfect ſuch Prutenick tables as ſhall mend the 
Aſtronomy of our wide expolitors. | 

The cauſe of divorce mention'd in the Law is tranſlited ſome n#- 
cleanneſs, but in the Hebrew it ſounds »akedzeſs of ought, or any real 
nakedneſs : which by all the learned interpreters is refer'd to the mind 
as well as tothe body. And what greater nakedneſs or unfitneſs of 
mind then that which hinders eyer the ſolace and peaceful ſociety 
of the married couple, and whar hinders that more than the unfitneſs 
and defetiv-neſs of an unconjugal mind, The cauſe therefore of 
divorce expreſt in the poſition cannot but agree with that deſcrib'd 
in the beſt and equalleft ſence of AZofes Law, Which being a matter 
of pure char.ty , is plainly mora!, and more now in force then ever: 
therefore ſure'y lawful, For if under the Law ſuch was Gods pra- 
cious induſgence , as not to ſuffer the ordinance of his goodneſs and 
fayour , through any error to be ſer'd ani tigmatiz'd upon his ſer- 
vants tO their miſery and thraldome ; much leſs will he ſuffer ic now. 
under the covenant of grace , by abrogiting his former grant of re- 
med: and relief. Bu: tae firlt inlticution will be objeRed to have or. 
daiin'd marriage unteperable. To that a little patience until ths 
firit part have amply diſcourſd the grave and pious reaſons of this - 
diyorſive [x , and then 1 doubt not bur with one gentle ſtroaking 
to wipe 24924 £23 thouſand tears ont of the life of man. Yet thus much 
I (h2ll now infiti on, that whatever the inſtitution were, it could not 
be ſo en>rmon:, nor ſo rebellious againſt both nature and reaſon as 


to Exalt it ſelf above the end anidperſon for whom it was inſticu- 
ted. 


» we —_- 


—— 
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CHAP. IT, 


The firſt reaſ1n of this Law ground:d on the prime r0aſon of matrimony. 
T hat no cov/ut wha'(cever obiiges again(t the main end bath of it ſelf 
an1ef the parties cov nanting. 


Þ2! all fence and equity reclaims that any Law or Cov'nant how 
ſolemine or ſtrait ſoever, either between God ard man, or man 
and man, though of Gods joyning , ſhould bind againſt a p: ime od. 
principal ſcope of its own inllitution, and of both or either Party, 

CQs 
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cov'nanting : neither.can it be of force to ingige a blameleſs creature 
to his own perpetual ſorrow, miſtak'n for bis expeCted ſolace, with. 
out ſuffering Charity to ſtep in and do a contelt good work of part- 
ins thoſe whom nothing holds together , but thus of Gods joyning, 
falſly ſuppos'd againſt the expreſs end ot his own Ordinance. And 
what this chief end was ot creating Woman to be Joynd with man, 
his own inſtituting words declire, and areinfallible toinform us whar 
js marriage, and what 1s no marriage; unleſs we can think them ſer 
there to no purpoſe : Jt 1s nor good, ſaith he, that man rinld be alone, 
1 wi'l make him a h'lp meet for hm. From which words fo plain, leſs 
cannot be concluded , nor is by any learned Interpreter , than thar 
3n Gods intention a meer and happy converſation is the chiefeſt and 
the nobleſt end of marriage ; for we find hzre no expreſſion ſo re- 
ceſſxrily imp!ying carnal knowiedg,as this prevention of lonelineſs to 
the mind and ſpir:t of man. To this, Fagizs, Calvin, Pareas, Rivet, 
as wilingly and large'y aflent as canbe wiſht. And indeed it is a 
greater bleliing from Cod , more worthy fo excellent a creature as 
,man is, and a higher end to honour and ſandtihe the league of marrj- 
age, when as the ſolac and ſatisfaction of th? mind 1s regarded and 
provided for before the ſenſitive pleaſing of the body. And with all 
-S-nerous perſons married thus it is, that witere the mind and perſon 
pleiſes aptly , there ſome unaccompliſhment of the bodies delight 
may be better born with, than when the mind hang: off in an un- 
<lofing diſproportion, though the body be as it ought, for there all 
corporal delight will ſoon become unſayoury and contemptible, 
And the ſolitarineſs of man, which God had namely and principally 
order'd to prevent by marriage, hath no remedy, but lies unger a 
worſe condition than the lonelie{t lingle life ; for 1n ſingle life the 
abſence and remoteneſs of a helper might inure him to expe& his 
own comforts out of himſelf, or to ſeek with hope ; but here the 
continual ſight of his deluded thoughts without cure , muſt needs 
be to him , if eſpecially h's complexion incline him to melancholy, 
a daily trouble and pain cf loſs, in ſome degree, like that which Re- 
probates feel. Leſt therefore ſo noble a creature as man ſhould be 
ſhut up incurably under a worſe evil by an eafte miſtake in that Or- 
dinance which God gave him to remedy a leſs evi], reaping to 
himfelf ſorrow while he went to rid away folitarineſs, it cannot a- 
void to be concluded, that if the woman be naturally fo of diſpo- 
ſ1rion, is will not help to remove, but help to increaſe that ſame 
£04 fo:bidd'n lonelineſs, which will in time draw on with it a Be 
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neral diſcomſort and dejeRion of mind , not beſ-emirs cither Chri- 
{tian profeſſion or moral conyerſation , vr profiteble ahd dangerous 
ro the Common: wealth , when the houſhold eſtate, out of which 
muſt flouriſh forth the vigor and ſpirit of all publick enterprizes , is 
ſo ill contented and procur'd at home, and cannot be ſupported ; 

ſuch a marriage can be no marriage , whereto the molt honeſt end 
is wanting : and the ; DApwie perſon ſhall do more manly, tobe ex- 
traordinary and ſingular in claiming the due right whereot he is fru- 
ſirated , than to piece up his loſt contentment by viliting the Stews, 
or ſtepping to his neighbours bed ; which is the common ſhift in this 
misfortune : or elſe by ſuffering his uſeful life to waſte away , and 
be loſt under a ſecret affition of an unconſcionable ſize ro humane 
ſtrength. Againſt all which evils the mercy of this Molaick Law 


was gracioully exhidited. 


[oe CPIRT 


CHAP; HEL 


The ignorance and iniquity of Canon Law , providing for the right of the 
body in marriage, bit nithing for the wrongs and grievances of the 


mind, An Objeftion , T hat the mind ſhould be better books 7 ts before 
contratt, anſwered. 


H ow vain therefore is it , and how prepoſterous in the Canon 


Law, to have made ſuch careful proviſion againſt the impedi- 
ment of carnal performance , and to have had no care about che un- 
converfing inability of mind, fo defeRive to the pureſt and moſt 
ſacred end of matrimony : and that the veſſel of voluptuous enjoy- 
ment muſt be made good on him that has taken it upon truſt, with- 
out any caution ; when as the mind , from whence muſt flow the 
a far more precious mixture than the quin- 
teſſence of an excreirent , though ic be found never fo deficient and 
unable to perſorm the beit duty of marriage in a cheerful and apree- 
able converſation, ſhall be thought good enough, however flitand 
melancholious it be, and muſt ſerve, though to the eternal diſtur- 
bance and Ianguiſhin, of him that complains him. Yet wiſdom 
and charity weighing Gods own inflitution , would think that the 
P ning oia (ad ſpirit wedded tO lonelineſs, ſhould deſerve to be freed, 
as wcll as the impatience of a ſenſuil deſire (0 provid:ntly reliev d, 
Tis read to us in the Litur oy, that we muſt zot marry to ſati fie the 
like brute beaſts , that have no rinaerſianding ; but 


3 
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10 The Dofirine and Di (cipline of Divorce, 
the Canon ſo runs , as if it dreamt of no other matter than ſuch an 
appetite to be ſatish*d , for if it happen that nature bath Nopt or ex- 
tinguiſhe ce veins of ſenſuality, th. t marri:pe was annull'd. Bye 
tovgh all the facultics of the underſtanding and converſing part after 
ertal appear to be ſo illand ſo averſly met through natures unaltera. 
ble working, as that neither peace, nor any ſociable contentment 
can foliow, *cis as nothing, the contra& ſhall litand as firm as ever, 
betide what will. Whatis this Lut ſecreily to infiruRt us. that how- 
ever many grave reaſons are pretended to the married life , yet that 
nothing indeed is thoupht worth reg:rd therein , but the prelſcrib'd 
ſatisfiQtion of an irrational heat ; which cannot be but ignominious 
_ rothe ſtate of marriage , diſhonourabie to the undervalu'd ſoul of 
man, and evento Chrittian Doarire it ſelf, Wh le it ſeems more 
moy'd at the diſappointing of an impetuous nerve , than at the inge= 
nuous grievance of a mind unreaſonably yo:kt, and to place more 
of marriage in the channel of concupiſcence, than in the pure in- 


fluence of peace and love , whereof tle ſouls lawful contentment is 
che one onely fountain. 


But ſome are ready to objcR , that the diſpoſition ovght ſeriouſly 


to be conſider'd before. Butlet them know again , that for all the 
warineſs can be us'd, it may yet befal a diſcreet man to be miſtzK'n 


in his choice, and we have plenty of examples. The ſovreſt and beſt 
govern'd men are leaſt praQiz'd in theſe affairs; and who knows not 
chat the baſhful muteneſs of a virgin may oft-times hide all the un- 
Jivelineſs and natural ſloth which tis really unfit for converſation ; 
nor is there that freedom of acce's granted or preſum'd, as my 
{uffice to a perfe& diſcerning till too late : and where any difpoſt- 
tion is ſuſpeRted , what more uſuil than the perſwaſion of friends, 


that acquaintance, as it increaſes , will :mend all. And ſaitly, its 
not {range though many who have ſpent their youth chaſtly , are 
in ſome things not ſoquick-fighted, while they haſt ſo eagerly to 
light the nupt al torch; nor is it therefore that for a modeſt error 
a man ſhoul:i forfeit ſo preata happineſs. ard no charitable mans to 
releaſe him, Since they who h:ve liv'd moſt looſely by reaſon of 
their bo'd accuſtoming , prove moſt ſucceſsful in their matches , be- 
cauſe their wild affeRt' ons unfetiling at wil , haye been as fo miny 


divorces to te ch them experience. When as the ſober man honou- 


ring the appeirance of modeſty, and hoping well of every fecial 


vertue under the vail, may eafi'y chance to mcet, if not wirh a 
body i-npenctrable, yer often with a mind to all other due FOEEs 
ANTEC: tion 
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Reſtor 'd to the good of both Sexes. If 
ſition inacceſſible, and to all the more eſtimab'e and ſuperiour pur- 
poſes of Matrimony uſcleſs and almoſlt liveicſs: and what a ſolace, 


what a fit help ſuch a Confort wovld be through the whole lite of a 
- man, 1s leſs pain to con Cture than to have experience. 


te —_ 
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CHAP. I V. 


The ſecond Reaſon of this Law , becanſe without it , marriage as it 
happ ns oft is not a remedy of that which it proms'ſrs, as any rational 
Creature would expet. T hat marriage , if we pattern from the be- 
ginning, as our Savior bids, was not prop: rly the remedy of luſt, but 
the fulfilling of conjugal love and helpfulneſs. 


N41 that we may further ſee what a yiolent cruel thing it is 

to force the continuing of thoſe together, whom God and Nas 

ture jinth2 gentleſt end of marriage never joyn'd, divers evilsand ex- 
tremities that follow upon ſuch a compulſion, ſhail here be ſer in 
view.Of evils, the firſt and greateſt is, that hereby a moſt abſurd and 
raſh imputation is fixt ypon God and his holy Laws, of conniving 
and diſpencing with open and common adultery £mong his choſen 
people; athing which the rankeſt Politician would think it ſhame 
and diſworſhip that his Laws ſhould countenance : how and in 
what manner that comes to paſs, I ſhall reſerve , ti!l the courſe of 


method brings onthe unfolding of many Scriptures. Next the Law 


and Goſpel are hereby made liab'e to more than one contradiRion, 
which 1 refer alſo thither, Laſtly, the ſupreme diQite of Charity 
is hereby many ways negleRed and violated ; which 1 ſhall forth- 
with addrefs to prove. Firſt, we know S. Paul ſaith , tis better to 
marry than to burn, Marriage therefore was giv'n as a remedy of that 
trouble, but what might this burning mean? Certainly not the 
meer motion of carnal luſt, not the meer goad of a ſenſitive deſire, 
God does not principally take cire for ſuch Catcle. Whatis it then 
but that deſire which God put into Adm in Paradiſe before he 
knew the fin of Incontinence, that deſire which God ſaw it was 
not good that man ſhould be left alone to burn in, the delire and 
longing to put off an unkindly ſolitarineſs by unicirg znother bo- 
dy, bur not wichout a fic ſoul to his in the chearfu! ſociery of Wed- 
lock: Which if it were ſo needful before the fall, when man was 
much more perfect in himſelf, how much more «s it needful now 


Sz againſt 
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againſt all the ſorcows and caſuilties of this life to have an intimate 
and ſpeaking help, a ready and reyiving aflociite in marriage : wh.re- 
of who miſfes, by chincing on a muce and ſ-ir.tleſs mate, remains 
more alone than before, and in a burning leſs co be contain'd then 
that which is fleſhly and more to be conſider'd ; as being more deep- 
ly rooted evenin the faultleſs innocence of nature. As for that other 
burning, which 1s but as it were the venome of a Julty and over. 
abounding concoction, ſtrict life and labour, with the abatement of a 
full diet, may keep chat low and obedient enough : but this pure and 
more inbred delire of joyning to it ſelf in conjug ul teliowſhip a fic 
converſing ſoal (which deſire is properly called love)  ffronger than 
deatb , as the ſpouſe of Chrilt thought , m1any waters cannot quench it, 
neither can the floods drown it. This is that rational burning that mar. 
riape is to remedy , notto be allay'd with faſting, nor with any pe- 
nance to be ſubdu'd ; which how can he aſſwage who by miſ-hap hath 
met the moſt unmeeteſt and unſutable mind? Who hath the power 
to ſtrupple with an intelligible lime, not 1n Paradice to be reliſted, 
become now more ardent by being fail'd of what in reaſon it lookt 
for; and eyen then molt unquencht, when the importunity of a pro- 
vender burning is well enough appeas'd ; and yet the ſoul hath ob- 
rained nothing of what it juſtly defires, Certainly ſuch a one forbid- 
den to divorce, is in efte& forbidden to marry, and compell'd to 
preater difficulties than ina ſinglelife ; for if there be not a more hu- 
mane burning which marriage mult ſatisfie, or elſe may be difſol'vd, 
than that of copulation, marriage cannot be konourable ior the meet 
reducing and terminating luſt between two : ſeeing many bealts in 
voluntary and choſen couples , live together as unadulterouſly , and 
are as truly marrizd in that reſpet. But all ingenious men will ſee 
thit the dignity and bleſting of marriage is plac't rather in the mutu- 
al enjoyment of that which the wanting ſoul needfully ſecks, than of 
tat which the plenteous body would joyfully give away, Hence it 
is thit Plato in his Feſtival diſcourſe brings in Secrates relating what 
he fain'd to have leirnt from the Propheteſs Diotima , how Love 
wis the ſonne of Penwry , begot of Plenty in the Garden of Jupiter. 
V/ hich divinely ſorts with that which in «ffeft Aces tells us , that 


Love was the ſon of Loaclineſs, begot in Paradice by that ſociable and 


belpful ap:irade which God implanted between man ard woman 
toward exch other, ] he ſime alſo is that burning mentioned by 
S. Paul , whereof mirriage oupht to be the remedy ; the Fleſh bath 
other mutual 154 caſte curbs which are in the power of any tempe- 
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rateman. When therefore this original and ſinleſs Penwry or Loxelineſs 
of the ſou! cannot lay it ſelt down by the {ide of ſuch a meet and ac- 
ceptable union as God ordain'd in marriage, at leaſt in ſome propor. 
tion, It cannot conceive and bring forth Love, bur remains utterly un- 
married under a formal Wediock, and (till burns in the proper mean- 
ing ot S. Paxl. Then enters Hate , not that Hite that fins, bur 
that which onely is nacural diſſitisfation and the turning aſide from 
a miſtaken obj: : if that miſtake have done injury , it fails not to 
diſmiſs with recompence , for to retain ſtill and not be able to love, 
is to heap up more injury.. Thence this wiſe and pious Law of diſ- 
million now defended took beginning : He therefore who lacking 
of his due in the moſt native and humane en4 of marriage , thinks 
it better to part than to live ſadly and injuriouſly ro that cheerful 
coy nant { for motto be belov'd, ind yet retain'd is the greatelt injury 
toa gentle ſpiric)bel ſay, who therefore ſeeks to part, is one who hiph- 
ly honours che married life and would ot ain it : and the reaſons 
which now move him to divorce, are equal to the belt of thoſe thar 
could firſt warrant him to marry, ior , as was plainly ſhewn, . both 
the hate which now diverts him and che lonelineſs which leads him 
ſtill powerfully to ſcek a fic help , hath not the leaſt groin of a lin ia 
it, if he be worthy co underſtand himſelf, 


CHAP.-Y. 
The third reaſon of this Law,becauſ: withint it, he who bas happu'd 


where he finds n9thing but remedileſs offences and diſcoatents, isinmecre 
and greater temptations than ever before. 


f Mts Yetit isnext to be fear'd, if he mult be ſiil: hound w:th- 
out reaſon by a deaf rigor, thar when he perceives the jult ex- 
pe&ance of his mind Gefeated, he will begin even againſt Law to: 
c3ſt about where he may ft d his ſatisfaGion more compleat , unleſs. 
he be a thing heroically vertvous , and thar :re not the common: 
lump of men for whom chicfly the Liws ought to be made, thowgh 
not to their fins yer to their unſinni:g weaknefles, it being above 
their ſtrength to endure the lonely eltare, which while they ſhun'd, 
they aref.l'n into. And'yet there follows upon chis a worſe tempta- 
tion ; for if hebe ſuch as hath ſpent his yourh unblamablyandlaid 
up his chiefelt earthly comforts in the enjoyments of a contented 
marriage, nor did neglect that fartverance which was to be obrair''d 
thereia by conſtant prayers, when he ſhall find himiclt bound fait ro 

an 
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an uncomplying diſcord of nature, or, as it oft happens, to an Image 
of Exrch and team, wich whom h2 lookt to be the Copartiner ot a 
tweet and pl'dſome ſocety, and fees withal chat his bondige is now 
inzvitab!c, chougi he be a:mo!t the ſtrongeſt Chriſtian, he will þ> 
ready to deſpiir in ver:ge,nnd murine aguinſt Divine Providence: and 
t is dou _.tieſs 1s the reaſon of thoſe lapſes and that melanchelly de. 
ſpair which we ſ:e in many wedged perſons, though they under ind 
ic not, or pretend other caules, becauſe they know no remedy , and 
is of extream danger; therefore when humane frailty ſurcharg'd , is 


at ſuch a loſs, charicy ought to venture much, and uſe bold Phyſick, 


leſt an over. to! faich indanger to ſhipwrack, 

| CHAS YT 3 
The porrth Reaſon of this Lw, that God regards love and peace in the 
family, more than a cempulſrve performance of marriage , which is 
mere broke by a grievous continuance, than by a needfnl divorce. 


OY Marriage is a Cov'nant , the very be1:g whereof con- 


ſiſts not in a forc't cohibication, and counterfeit performance of 
duties, but in unfzigned love and peace: And of Matrimonial love, 
no doubt but that was chiefly meant, which by tt;e ancient Sages 
was thus parabl'd ; That loye , if he be not twin-born, yet hath a 
brother wondrous like him, ca I'd Azterss; whom while he ſeeks 
all about, his chance is to. meet with many falls and feigning deſires 
that wander fjogly up ind down in her likeneſs : By them in their 
borrow'd garb, Love though not wholly blind, as Poets wrong him, 
yet having but one eye, as being born an Arch:r aiming, and that 
eye not the quickeſt in this dark Region here below , which is not 
Loves proper Sphere, partly out of the ſimplicity and credulity which 
1s native to him, often deceiv'd, imbraces and conſorts him with 
theſe obvious and ſubborned Striplings, as if they were his'Mothtrs 
own Sons; foro hethinks them, while they ſubtly keep themſelves 
molt on his blind fide. Put after a whi'e, as his manner is, when 
ſoaring up into the high Tower of his Apogenm, above the ſhi- 


dow of the Earth , he darts ou: the dire& rays of his then moſt. 


piercing eyeſight upon the Impoſtures, and trim diſguizes that 
were usd with him, and diſceras that thisis not his genuine brother, 
as he imagin'd, he has no longer the powet to hold tellowſhip with 
ſuch a perſonal Mate. For ſtrait his arrows looſe their golden 
head:, ard ſhed their purple feathers, his filk'n Breads untwine, and 
flip their knots, and that original and fiery vertve givin him by fate, 
all on a ſudden goes out, and leayes him undeifid and deſpoil'd . | 
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we 


_a!l his force , till finding Anteros atlat , he kindles and repairs the 


almoſt faded ammunition of his Deity by the refleRtion of a cocqu:l 
and h:megencal fire. Thus mine Avthor ſung it 10 me, and by tte 


2 


leave of thoſe who would be counted the on'y grave ones, this is no 


meer amatorious novel ( though to be wiſe ard skilful intheſe mat- 
ters, men heretofore of greatelt name in vertne, have « ſtcemed it 
one of the higheſt Arks that humane contemplation circ'ing wup- 
wards, can make from the globy Sea whereon ſhe ſtands) but this is'a 
deep and ſerious verity , ſhewing us that Love in marriage cannot 
live nor ſub(3ſt unleſs it be mutual ; nd where love cannot be, there 
can beleft of Wediock nothing , but the empty husx of an outſide 
Matrimony, as undelightful and unpleafing to God, as any other kind 
of hypocriſie. So far is his command from tying men to the obſer- 
vance of dutie: whi.h chere is no help for, but they muſt begdiſſem- 
bi'd. If Sof50ns advice be not over-frolick, Live j-y{ly, faith he, 
with the wife who thou loveſt, all thy days, for that is thy portion. Bow 
then, where we find it impoſlible to rejoyce or to love, can we obey 


' this precept ? how miſerably do w« defraud our ſelves of that com- 


fortable portion + hich God gives us, by flri-ing vainly to glue an 
error together which God and nature will no* joyn,:dding but more 
vexation and violence to that bliſzfu' ſociety by our importuncte ſu- 
perſtition, that will not hearken to $. Parl, 1 Cor 7. who ſperking 
of marriage and divorce, determire; plain enough in general , that 
God therein hath calld ns to peare, and not to b:ydage, Yea God 


| himſelf commands in his L:w more than once , and by his Prophet 


Malachy, as Calvin andt: e beſt tranſlitions read, that he who hates 
let bim divorce, that is, he who cannot love. Hence is it that the Rab: 
bins and Maim:nides, famous among the reſt in a Book of his ſe: 
forth by Baxtorfizs, teils us. that Divorce wa: permitted by Nof's 14 
preſerve peace in marriage, and quiet in the f-mily, Surely the Jew 
had their ſaving peace about chem, as well as we, yet care was tK'1 
that th's wholeſome proviſion for houſhold peace ſhou'd allo be 54 
low'd chem, and muſt this be deni'd ro Chrititi nz? O perverfenef. 
that the Liw ſhould be m de more provident of pezce-making ib 
tte Goſpel t thar the Goſpel ſhould be pur to beg a molt nece 
fary help of mercy from the !zw , bur muſt rot h:ve jr; ar 
that togr nd in che Mill of an und<lightid and fervile copul 110: 
myu': be the oniy forc't work of a Chriſtian marri ge oft times w! 
foch a yokez-fellow , from wio' both love and peaie, horh nm! 
and Religion mourns to be ſeparated, F cannot therefore be ſo difl 
| —— dc. 


16 The Dot'rine and Diſcipline of Divorce, 

dent, as not ſecurely to conclude, that he who can receive nothing of 
the moſt important helps in marriage, being thereby dilinabl'd to re: 
turn thatduty which 's his, with a clear and hearty countenince , and 
thus continues to grieve whom he would not, and is no teſs griev'd, 
that min ought even for loves ſake and peace to move Divorce upon 
9001 and liberal concitions 10 the divorc't. And it is a lels breach of 
Wedlock to part with wiſe and quiet conſent berimes, then till to ſoil 
and profane that myſtery of joy and union with a polluting ſadneſs and 
perpetual diitemper , for it 1s not the outward continuing of marriage 
that keeps whole that cov nant , but whatſoever does molt according 
to peace 2nd love, whether in marriage or in divorce, heit is thir 
breaks marriage iealt; it being ſo often written , that Ave oxcly 5 
the fulfi ling of ev. ry Commandemcnt 


a CHAT VIE 


The fifth Reaſon, that nothing more hinders and diftnrbs the whole life of 
a Chrifiian, then a matrimony found to be uncurably unfit , and dith 
the ſame in iffe&t that an 1 dolatrons match. 


| Flfchly , as thoſe Prieſts of old were not to be long in ſorrow , or if 
they were, they cou!d not rightly execute their tunRion ; ſo eve- 


? 


ry true Chriſtian in a higher order of Prieſthood is a perſon dedi- 


cate to joy and peace , offering himſelf a lively ſacrifice of praiſe ard 
thankſpiving , and there is no Chriſtian duty chat is not to be ſea- 
ſon'd and ſer off with cheeriſhneſs , which ina thouſand outward and 
intermitting crofles may yet be done well, as in this vale of tears, but 
in ſuch a boſome aM:Rion as this, cruſhing the very foundation of 
his inmoſt nature, when he ſhill be forc'c ro love againſt a poſſibili- 
ty , and touſe adiilimulation againſt his ſoul in the perpetual and 
ceaſeleſs duties of a husband, doubtleſs his whole duty of ſerving God 
muſt needs be blurr'd and tzinted with a fad unpreparedneſs and de- 
_ jection of ſpirit , wherein God has no delight, Who ſees not there- 
fore how much more Chri!tianity it would be to break by divorce 
that which is more broken by undue and forcible keeping , rather 
than 70 cover the altar of the Lord with continual tears , ſo that he re- 
gardeth not the effering any more , rather than that the whole worſhip 
ofa Chriſtian mans life ſhovld languiſh and fade away beneath the 
weight of an immea ſurable gricf and diſcouragement. And becavſe 
ſome think the children of a ſecond matrimony ſucceeding a di- 
vOrce, Would not be a holy ſeed, it binder'd not the Jews from being 
ſo, and wh; ſhovid we not thick them more holy than the cf prin 
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of a former 1!|-twiſted Wedlock, begott'a only out of a beaſtial nes 
ceſlity , without any true love or contentment, or joy to their Pa- 
rents, ſo that in ſome fenſe we may call them the Children of wrath 
and anguiſh, which will as I ttie conduce to their ſandifying, as if 
they had been Baſtards , for nothing more han diliubance of mind 
ſuſpends us trom approaching co God : <uch a.dilturbance eſpecially, 
as both aſſaults our faith and crult in Gods providence, and ends, it 
there be not a miracie of vertve oneither 1'e, not only in bitternels 
and wrath, cbe Canker of Devotion, but ina deſperate and vicious 
careleſneſs, when he fees himſelf without fault of his , train'd by a 
deceitful bait into a ſnzre of miſery , betray'd by an alluring Ordi- - 
nance, and then made the thraji of heavineſs and diſcomfort by an 
undivorcing Law ot God, as he erroniouſly thinks, but of mans ini- 
quity; -as the truthis; for that Gcd preters the free and chearful 
worſhip of a Chriſtian, before the grievous and exacted obſervance 
of an unhappy marriage, beſides that the general maximes of Reli- 
gicn aſſure us, will be more manifelt by drawing a parallel argument 
from the ground of divorcing an Idolatreſs, which was, leſt he 
ſhould alienate his heart frem the true worſhip of God: and what 
difference is there whether ſhe pervert him to ſuperſtition þy ber 


inticing Sorcery , or difin2ble him in the whole ſervice of God 


through the diſturbince of her unhelpful and unfic ſociety, and fo 
drive him at laſt, through murmuring and deſpair, to thoughts of 
Atheiſm; neither doth ir leſſen the cauſe of ſeparating, in that the 
one willingly allures him from the Faith , the other perhaps unwil- 


lingly drives him , for in the account of God it comes all to one, 


that the Wife looſes him a ſervant , and therefore by all the united 
force of the Decalogue ſhe ought to be disbanded, unleſs we muſt 
ſet Marriage above God and Charity, which is a Doctrine of Devils, 
no leſs than forbidding to marry. 


CHAP. VIII. 


That an Tdolatrons Heretick ought to be divorc't after a convenient 


ſpace giv'n to hope of converſion. That Place of Corinth, 7. reſtor d 
fr:'m a twofold errenious Expoſition , and that the common Expoſiters 
flatly coutradift the Meral Law. 


AY here by the way, to illuſtrate the whole queſtion of d vorce, 
ere this Treatiſe end, I ſhall not be loth to ſpend a few lines in 


hope to give a full refolve of that which is yet ſo much controverted, 
whether an Idolatrous Heretick ought to be divorc't, To the re- 
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18 The Doifrine and Diſcipline of Divorce, 
joiving whereof we mult firſt know, that the Jews were commanded 
ro Giyorce an unbelieving Gentile for two cauſes: Firſt , b:cauſe all 
O:Her No tlOns, eſpecially the Cananxites, Were tO them unclean. Ye- 
conciy, to avoid ſeducement. That other Nations were to the fews 
m. ure; even to the ſepirating of Marriage, will appear out of Ex. 
7 34- 16. Dent. 7.3.6. compar'd with Ezra 9.2, allo Chap. 10. 
19, 11. Nehem. 13.30. This was the ground of that doubr rais'd 
among the Cirtnrloans by ſome of the Circumciſion : Whether an 
unbelic ver were not {t1]] ro be counted an uaclean thing, fo as thar 
they ought to divorce from ſuch a perſon. T his doubt of theirs 
%. Paul removes by an Evangelical reaſon, having reſpect to that Vi- 
Gon of $. Peter, wherein the diſtintion of clean and unclean bing 
abulitht, all living Creatures were ſanCtified to a pure and Chrii:ian 
ole, and mankind eſpecially, now invited by a general call to the Co- 
Yan of Grace. Therefore ſaith S Paml, The unbelirving Wife is 
fanitif'a by the Hmband, that is, made pure and lawful to his uſe, fo 
char he need nor put her away for fear , leſt her unbelief ſhould de- 
ie him, but that if he found her love {till towards hm , he mi;,ht 


rather hope :0 win her. The ſecond reaſon of that divorce was to #- 
vo1d ſeducement, as is prov'd by comparing thoſe places of the Law, 
to that which Ezya ard Nch:miah did by Divine Warrant in com- 
 pelling the Jews to forgo their Wives, And this reaſon is moral and 


perpetual in the rule of Chriſtian Faith without evaſion; therefore 


{zith the Apoſtle, 2 Cor 6. Miſ-yoke not together with Ifidels, which 
1s interpreted of Marriape in the firſt place. And although the for- 


mer leg] pollution be now done off, yet there is a ſpiritual contagion. 


an Idolatry as rnch to be ſhund;, and tl ovpn ſeducement were not 
© be fear'd, yet where there is no hope of converting there always 
ought to be'a certain reljpious averſation and abhorring , which 
£2n no way fort with Marriage + Therefore ſaith S, Pas! , 


hath he that belicueth with an Infidel ? And in the next verſe but one, 
he moralizes and makes us liable to that command of Iſaiah; 


Wee ore come out ſrom among them, and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the 


Lord , touch not the rnclean thing od I will recerve Fe. And this 
comm: and thus Goſjelliz'd 10 us, hath the ſame force with that 
whereon F2zra 87 ounded x the vious necetiity of divorcing. Neither 
12d te other commiſtion for what he did, then ſuch a general com- 


raand in Dent, as this, nay r,ot fo direct ; for he is bid there not to- 
marry, 
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marry, but not bid to divorce, and yet we (ce with what a zeal ard 
conilence he was the Author of a peneral divorce between the 
faichful and unfat.hful ſeed. The Goſp-l is more plainly on his fide, 
according to three of the Evangelilts, then the words of the Law: 


for where the caſe of divorce 1s handled with fuch a ſeverity as was 


ficrelt to aggravate the fauit of unbounded licence; yet {till in the 
ſume Chapcer, when it comes into quellton afterwards, whether any 
civilreſpect, or natural reiation which is deareſt, may be our plea to 
divide, or hinder, or but delay our duty to Religion, we heir it de- 
termin'd that: Father, and Mother, and W ite allo, is not only to be 
hated, but forfax'n, if we mean to inherit the great reward there pro- 
misd. Nor will it ſuffice to be put.off by ſaying we mult forſake 
then only by not conſenting or not complying with them, for" that 


were to be done, and roundly too, though beings of the ſame faith 


they ſhould but ſeek, out of a fl. ſhly tenderneſs. ro weak*n our Chri- 
tian fortitude with worldly pertwaſions, or bur to unſertle oar con- 
ſtancy with timorous and ſoftning ſuggeſtions 3' as we may read with 
whara vehemence. fob, the patienteſt of men, reje&edthe deſperate 
counſels of his wite ;' and 2oſes, the meekelt ,, being throughly of- 
fended with the prophane.ſpeeches of Zipp:ra, ſent her back to her 
father, Bur if they ſhall perpetually at:oar Elbow ſeduce us from the 


true worſhipof God, or defilz and daily-ſcandalize our conſcience by 


their hopeleſs continuance in misbelief; then ey'n inthe due progrels 
of reaſon, and that ever-<qual proportion which- Juſtice -proceeds 
by, it cannot be imagin'd thac this cited place commands leſs than a 
total and final ſeparation from ſuch an Adherent, at leaſt that no 
force ſhou'd be ns'd to keep them together ; while we. remember 


that God commanded 4byabam to fend away. his irreligious Wiſe 


4 abbortin,"- and her Son for the offences which they gave in a pious family. And 
and ann 


it may be guelt that David for the'like cauſe diſpos'd of \4ichaet in 
ſuch a ſort, as little differ'd from a d:\miſiion. Therefore againſt rel- 
terared ſcandals and ſeducements which never ceaſe, much more can 
no other remedy or retirement be found but abſolute departure, For 


what kind of Matrimony canthat remain to be,- what'one 'diity be- 


. tween ſuch can be- perform'd 4s it ſhould befrom the heart; when 
/,” their thoughts and ſpirits fly aſunder as far as Heaven from Hell; 
f. ” eſpecially if the time thar hope ſhou'd fend forth her expected biol- 

foms be paſt in vain, It will eaſily be true , that a Father or Brother 


may be hated zealouſly, and lov'd civilly or naturally ; for thoſe du- 


: ties may be perform'd atdiſtance, and do admit of any long abſence : 


D 2 but 


20 The Doftrine and Diſcipline of Divorce, 
but. how the peace and perpetual cohabitation of marriage can be 
kept, how that benevolent and intimate communion of body can be 
held with one that mult be hated with a moſt operative hatred, muſt 
be forſak'n and yet continually dwelt w th and accompanied , he 
who can diſtinguiſh, hath the gift of an affeQion very odly divided 
and comriv'd : while others both juſt and wiſe, and: Solomon among 
the reſt, if they may not hate and forſake as A7:ſes erjoyns, and the 
Goſpel 1mports, will find it impoſſi>le not to love otherwiſe then will 
ſort with che love of God, whoſe jealouſte brooks no corrival. And 
whether is more likely, chat Chriſt bidding to-forſake wife for relipi- 
on, meamt itby divorce as oſes meant it , whoſe Law grounded on 
moral reaſon, was both his office and his eſſence to maintain, or chat 
he ſhou'd bring a new morality into religion,not only new, but con» 
trary to an unchangeable command , and dangerouſly derogating 
from our love and worſhip of God. As if when ofes bad bid divorce 
abſ--lurely, and Chriſt had faid, hate and forfake, and his Apoſtle had 
faid, nocommunication with Chriſt and. Be/z#/,yet that Chriſt afrer all 
this could be underſtood to fay, divorce not, no not for religion, ſe- 
duce , or ſ:duce not. What mighty and inviſible Remora is this in 
matrimony able to demur,and to contemne all the diyorſive engines 
1n heaven or. earth, Both which may now paſſe away if this be true, 


for more than many jots or tittles, a whole moral Law is aboliſhe. 
But if we dare believe it is-not,then in the method of re] gion, and to. 


ſave the honour and dignity of our faith, we are to retreat and gather 
up our ſelves from. the obſcrvance of an inferior and civil ordinance , 


tothe iri& maintaining ofa general and religious command , which 


is written, 7hoz ſha 't make no cov ' nant wih them, Dear. 7 2,3. and that 
cov'nant which cannot be lawfully made, we have direQtions and ex. 


aTp'es lawfully. to diſſolve. Alſo Chron. 2. 19. Shoxldeſt thou love them 


that hate the Lyrd- ? No doubtleſs: for there-is a certain ſcale of 
duties, there is a certzin Hierarchy of upper and lower commands , 
which for want of ſtud; inp. in right order, all.che world. is in con- 
fuſion. 

Upon theſ: principles 1 anſwer, that a right believer ought to di- 
vorce an idolatrous heretick, unle!supon better hopes:: however that 
It is in the believers choice to- divorce or not. 
 Theformer pitt wili be manifeſt thus ; firſt, an-apoſtate-idolater, 
whether husband or wife ſeducing;, was to die by the decree of God, 
Deur.13-6;9 that marriage therefore God himſeltdisjoyns: for orders 


| born idolaters the moral reaſon of their dangerous keeping , and the 
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incommunicaible antagony that is between Chriſt and Bel;al, will b< 
ſufficient to inforce the commandment of thoſe two infpir'd Refor” 
mers, Ezra and Nehemiah, to put an Idolater away as well unde* 
the Goſpel. 

The latter part, that although there be no ſeducement fear'd, yet 
if there be no hope giv'n, the divorce is lawfu), will appear by this, 
that idolatrous marriage is {till hateful to God, therefore flill it may 
be divorc't by the patern of that Warrant that Ezra had , and by 
the ſame everlailing reaſon ; Neither can any man give an account 
wherefore, it thoſe whom God joyns no man can ſeparate ,- it 
ſhould nor follow, that whom he joyns not, but hates to joyn , thoie 
men ought to ſeparate : But ſaith the Lawyer, that which ought not 
have been done, once done , avails. I anſwer, this is but a Crot- 
cher of the Law, but that brought againſt it is plain Scripture. As 
for what Chrift ſpake concerning divorce, *cis confeſt by all knowing 
men, he meant only between them of the ſame faith. But what ſhall 
we (iy then to S, Paul, who feems to bid us not divorce an Infidel 
willing to ſtay? We may ſafely ſay thus, that wrong collections have 
been hitherto made out: of thoſe words by modern Divines, His 
drift, as was heard before, is plain; not ro command our ſtay in 
marriage- with an Infidel, that had been a flat renouncing of the 
religious and moral Law ,; but to inform the Corinthians that the 
body of an unbelieyer was not defiling , if his deſire to live in Chri- 
ſtian Wedlock ſhewd any likelihood that his heart was opening to. 
the faith 5 and thzrefore adviſes to forbear departure ſo long, till 
nothing have been negleQcd to ſet forward a converſion : this I ſay 
he adviſes , and that with certain cautions, not commands If we 
can take up ſo much credit for him, as to get him believ'd upon his 
own word, for what 1s this elſe buthis counſel jn a thing indifferent, 
tothe reſt ſpeak I, net the Lerd; for though it be true chat the Lord 
never ſpake it, yet from S Pax/s mouth we ſhould have took it as a 
commnand, had*not himfelf forewarn'd us, and diſclaim'd, which not- 
withſtanding if we ſhall till avouch to be a command, he palpably 
denying it, this is not to expound S. Pal, bur to outface him Nei- 
ther doth it folow, but that the: Apoſile may interpoſe his j1dgment 
Ina caſe of Chriſtianliberry , without the goilt of adding to Gods 
word How do we know marriage or finple life to be of choice but by 
ſuch like words as theſe, 7 /prak this by permiſſion, vt of commandrent, 
I'bave ns command of the Lord, yet 1 give my judgment. Why ſhall nor 
tie like words have leave to ſipnifie a freedom in this our preſent 


D:3 queltion, . 
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Queſtion, though Bran deny, Neither is the Scripture hereby leſs in- 


ipir'd, becauſe S. Pax! confeſſes to have writtatherein what he had 
10t 07 commands for we grant that the Spirit of God led him thug 


io cxoreſs himteit to Chriſtian prudence, 11 a matter which God 


thovghe beit to leave uncommanded. Seza iberetore mult be warily 
read, when he taxes S, A{rſtin of Bli/vhemy, tor holding that S. Pal 
{pake here as of 4 thing indiflcrene, But it it muit de a command, ] 
thall yet the more evince it tobe a command that we ſhould berein 
be left free : and that out of the Greek word us'd 1n the 12 v. which 
intruRs us plainly, there mull be a joynt afſenc and good liking on 
both lides , he that will not Geprave the Text, mult cous ren.er it; 
if a brather have as umuvelicving Wife, ana ſhe jpyn 11 Conjent to dwell 
with h:/m ( wich cannor utter Jeſs to us than a mutual agreement) 
tet him not put her away for the meer ſurmize of Jud-ical unclean. 
neſs: and thereaion follows, for the body of an Infidel is not pollu- 
ted, neither to benevolence, nor to procreation. Moreover, this note 


of mutual complacency forbids 21! offer of ſeducement, which to 


perſon of zeal cannot be actempied without great offence ; it rhere- 
fore ſeducement be fear'd , this place hinders, not divorce. Another 
Cciution was put in this ſuppoſed command, of' not bringing the be» 
liever into 49ndage hereby, which doubtleſs migar prove extreme, if 
Chriſtian liberty and conſcience were left to the humor of a Pagan 
ſtaying at pleaſure to play with, and to vex and wound with a thou- 
ſand ſcandals and burdens, above {trength to bear: If therefore the 
conc:ived hope of gaining a ſoul come to nothing, then charity 
commands that the believer be not wearied out with endleſs waiting 
under many grievances ſore to his ſpirit , but that reſpe& be had ra- 
ther tothe preſent ſuffering of a true Chriſtian , than the uncertain 
winning of an obdur'd Heretick. T he counſel we have from S. Paul 
to hope, cannot countermand the moral and Evangelick charge we 
have from God to fear ſeducement, to ſeparate from the misÞbelie- 


ver, the unclean, the obdurate. The Apollle wiſheth us to hope, but. 


does not ſend us a Wooll gathering after vain hope , he faith, How 
huoweſft thin, O man, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy wife, that is, till he 
try all due means , and ſet ſome re:ſonable time to himſclt aiter 
which he may pive over waſhings an Ethiope, if he will hear the ad- 


vice of the Goſpel , Caſt net Pearls before Swine , ſaith Chriſt him- 


ſelf. Let him be to thee as a Heathen. Shake the du off thy feet. It 
this be not enough, hate ard forſake, what relation ſoever. And this 
alſo that foliows mult appertain to the Precept, Zit every man where- 
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Reſtor d to the good of both Sexex. 2.2 
m he is call a, thereis abide with God, v. 24. that is, ſo walking in his 
inferiour calling of Marriage , as not by dangerous ſubjection to 
thar Ordinance, to hinder and diſturb the bipher calling of his 
Chriſtianity. Laſt, and never too oft remembred, whether this be a 
command? or anadvice, we muſt look that it be ſo underſtood , as 
not. to contradict the leaſt point of moral Religion that God hath 
formeriy commanded, otherwiſe what do we but ſet the moral Law 
and the Go'pel at ctvil war together ; and who chen ſhall be able to 
ſerve thoſe two Maſters? 
CHAP. 1% 
That Adaltcry is nat the greateſt breach of Matrimony, that there may 
be other violations as preat, 
.T Ow whether Idolatry or Aduitery be the greateſt violation of 
Marriage, if any demand, let him thus conſider, that among 
Chriſtian Writers touching Matrimony , there be three chief ends 
thereof agreed on; godly ſociety, next civil, and thirdly, that of the 
Marriage-bed. Of theſe che firſt in name to be the higheſt and moſt ex- 
cellent, no baptiz'd man can deny , nor that JTdolatry fmites direaly 
again{t this prime end, nor that ſuch as the violated end ;s, ſuch is the 
violation : but he who affirms adultery to be the hipheſt breach , at- 
firms the bed to be the higheſt of marri:pe, which is in trath a groſs 
and boriſh opinion, how common ſoever, as far from the counte- 
nance of Scripture, as from the light of all clean Philoſophy, or civil. 
Nature. And out of queſtion the chearful help that may be in mar- 
riage toward ſanctity of kfe, is the pureſt, and fo the nobleſt end of 
that contraR : bur if the porticular of each perſon be conſider'd, then 
of thoſe three ends whi. h God appointed, thit to him is greateſt 
which is moſt neceſſary ; and marriage is then moſt brokn to him, 
when he utterly wants the fruition of that which he molt ſought 
therein, whether 1t were religious, civil, or corporal ſociety. Of 
which wants to do him right by divorce only for the laſt and mean- 
e{t, is a perverſe injury, and the pretended reaſon of it as trigid as 
fripidity it ſelf, which the Code and Canon are only ſenſible of. 
Thus much of this controverlie. IT now return to the former arpu- 
ment, And having ſhewn that diſproportion, contrariety, or num-. 
neſs of mind may julily be divorc'c, by proving already , that the 
prohibition thereof oppoftes the expreſs end of Gods Inititut on, 


faffers not Marriave to facishe that incelle&tual and innocent deſire. 


which God himſelf kindi'd in man to be the Bond of Wedlock, but 


only to remedy a ſubiunary and beaftial burning, which fraga) Hiec, 


Willous. 


A - em wes 
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without Marriage, would eaſily chaſt'n, Next, that it drives many 


co tranſgreſs the Conjugal Bed, while the ſoul wanders after that 


ſatisfaction which it had hope to Nnd at home , buc hath milt ; or 


Cile it {js repinins , evento Atheiſm, finding ic felf hardly dealr 
with, bit mideeming the cauſe to be in Gods Law, which is in mans 
nr goceouns ifnorance. | have ſhewn aiſo how it untyes the inward 
knot of Marriage , which is peace ard iove (if that can be uiſty'd 
Wiich was never kaic) while it aims to keep falt che outward forma- 


lIity; how iclets periſh the Chriſtian man, co compel impollidly che - 


Mariiecd man. 


| UCHAF.- ©: | 
7 he fixth Reaſen of this Law, that to prohibit divorce ſought for natu- 


* & . - 
ral caits, 1s apainſt nature. 


e 


F- He 6xti plice declares this Prohibition to be as reſpectleſs of 
& humane Nature, as it is of Religion, and therefore 1s r.ot of 
God. Herteaches , that an unlawful marciage may be law.ully di- 
vorc't: And that thoſe who having throuphly diſcern'd each otbers 


diſpolirion , which oft-times cannot be till after Matrimony , ſhall 


then find a powerful relutance and recoil of Nature on either (ide, 
blaſting all che content of their mutual ſociety, that ſuch perſons are 
not lawſu.ly married (to uſe the * poſiles words ) Say 7 theſe things 
as a man, or ſaith not the kaw alſo the ſame * forit is writt'n, Deur. 
22. Thou ſhalt not ſow the Vineyard with divers ſeeds , leit thou defile 
both. Thou ſhalt net plow with an Oxe and an Aſs together ard the 
like. 1 follow the pattern of S. Paxls reaſoning; Doth Goa care for 
Aſſes and Oxen, how ill they yoke together, or 5s it not ſaid altogether 
for onr ſakes? fot our ſakes no doubt this is writt'n. Yea the Apolite 
himſelf in the forecited 2 Corinth. 6 14, alludes from that place of 
Dew. to forbid miſyokirg marriage; as by the Greek word 1s evi- 
.dent, though he inſtance but in one example of miſmatching with 
an infidel; yet next to that, what can be a fouler incongruiy, a 
.Breater violence to the reverend ſecret of Nature, than to force a 
.mixture of minds that cannot unite, and to ſow the furrow of mans 
Nativity with ſeed oftwo incoherent and nncombining diſpoſitions , 
which a& being kindly and voluntary , as it ought, the Apoſtle 
in the Languape he wrote call'd Exmia, and the Latines Bene- 
wolence , intimating the origins! thereof to be inthe underſtanding, 
and the will, if not, ſurely there is nothing which might more 
properly be call*d a maleyolence rather, and is the moſt injurious 
and unnatural Tribute that can be extorted from a perſon 1in- 
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dew'd with reaſon,to be made pay out the beſt ſubſtance of his body, 
and of his ſoul too, as ſome think, when either for juſt and powerful 
cauſes he cannot like, or from unequal cauſ:s finds not recompence ; 
And that there is a hidden efficacie of love and hatred in man as well 


- 3s in other kinds, not moral, but natural , wh'ch though not alwayes 


in the choice, yet in the ſucceſs of mariage will ever be moſt predo- 
miaant, beſides daily experience, the author of Eccleſiafticus, whoſe 
wiſdom hath ſet him next the Bible, acknowledges, 13. 16. A man, 
faith he, will cleave to his like. But what might be the cauſe, whether 
each ones allotted Genizs or proper Star, or whether the ſupernatural 
influence of Schemes and angular aſpeRts or this elemental Craſ;s here 


below, whether all theſe joyntly or lingly meeting friendly, or un- 


frierdly in either party, 1 dare not, with the men I am like to claſh, 
appear fo much a Philoſopher as to conjeRure. The ancient Proverb 
in Homer leſs obſtruſe entitles this work of leading each like perſon 
to his like, peculiarly co God himſelf : which is plain enough alſo by 


his naming of a meet or like help inthe firſt eſpouſal inſtituted, and - 


that every woman is meet for every man, none ſo abſurd as to affirm. 
Seeing then there is indeed a two-fold Seminary or ſtock in nature , 
from whence are deriv'd the iſſues of love and hatred,diſtinaly flow- 
1ng through the whole maſs of created things , and that Gods doing 
ever isto bring the due likeneſſes and harmonies of his works toge- 
ther, except when out of two contraries met to their own deſtruRion, 
he moulds athird exiſtence, and that it is error , or ſo'ne evil Angel 
which either blindly or maliciouſly hath drawn together in two per- 
ſons ill imbarkt in wedlock the ſleeping diſcords and enmities of na- 
ture lull'd on purpofe with ſome falſe bait, that they may wake to 
agony and ſtrife, later then prevention could haye wiſh, if from the 
bent of juſt and honeſt intentions beginning what was begun, and ſo 
continuing, all that is equal, all that is fair and poſſible hath been 
eri'd, and no accomodation likely to ſucceed ; what folly is it ſtill to 
land combiting ard battering againſt invincible cauſes and effects , 
With evil uponevil, till either the beſt of our days be linger'd out, 
or ended with ſome ſpeeding ſorrow. The wiſe Eccleſiaſfticus adviſes ra- 
ther, 37.27. My ſon prove thy ſoul in thy life, ſee what is evil for it, and 
give not that untoit. Reaſon he had to ſayſo ; for if the noiſomneſsor 
disfigurement of body can ſoon deſtroy the ſympathy of mind to wed- 
lock duties, much more will the annoyance and trouble of mind 

infuſe it ſelf into all the faculties and aRs of the body , to ea 

(nem 
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them invalid, unkindly , and even unholy againſt the Fundamentaj- 
Law-book: of Nature, - which 2Zoſes never thwarts, but reverences . 


therefore he commands us to force nothing againſt ſympathy or na« 
rural order, no not upon the molt abject Creatures, to ſhew tha 


ſuch an indignity cannot be offer'd to man withonr an impious crime, 


Ard certainly thoſe divine- meditating words of finding out a meet 
and like help to man, have inthem a conſideration of. more than the 
indefinite likeneſs of Womanhood ; nor are they to be made waſte 
paper on, for the dulneſs of Canon Divinity: ao', nor thoſe other 
Allegorick Precepts of Beneficence fetcht out of the Cloſer of Na- 
ture, to teach us goodneſs and compaſſion in not compellins wpe- 
ther unmatchable Societies, or if- they meer throvgh miſchance , by 
all conſequence to disjoyn them, as God arid Nature bpnifies, andle- 


ures to us not on!y by thoſe recited Decrecs / but ev'n by the firſt 
and laſt of all his viſible'works; when by. his divorcing command 
the World firſt roſe out of Chaos, nor can be renewed again out of 


confulion, but by the ſeparating of unmeet Conſorts. 


T1 


CHAP. XT.: 


Y he ſeventh Reaſon , That ſometimes continuance i» Marriage may be” 
evidently the ſhortning or indangering of life to either party, both Law -- 


and Divinity concluding , that Life is to be-prefer'd before CMarri- 
ge, the intended ſolace of Life. oy 


Qorrmhly, The-Canon-Law and Divines conſent, that if either par. 


ty be found contriving againſt anothers life, they may be ſever'd 


by divorce, for a fin againſt the life of Marriage , is greater than a 
{n againſt che Bed, the one deſtroys, the: other but defiles, The- 


ſame may be ſaid touching-thoſe perſons who being of a penſive na- 


ture and courſe of life, have-ſum'd up all their ſolace in that free and | 


lightſome converſation which God and man intends in Marriage; 
whereof when they ſee themſelyes depriv'd by meeting an unſocia- 


ble Conſort, they oft-times reſent one anothers miſtake ſo deeply,that 


long it 12 not ere grief end one of them.. When therefore this dan- 
ger is foreſeen, that the life is in peril by living together, what matter 
is it whether helpleſs grief, or wilful praRtice be the cauſe : This is 
certain, that the preſervation of life is more worth than the compul- 
{ory keeping of Marriage; and it- is no leſs than cruelty, to force a 


man tO remain in-thar-ſtate as the ſolace of bis life, which he and bis - 
| . | friends - 
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friends know will be either the undoing or thediſheartninp of his life. 


And what is life without the vigour and. ſpiritual exerciſe of life? 
how can it be uſeful eirher to private or publick imployment ? ſhall 
it therefore be quite dejeRed, rhough never ſo valuable, and left rt 
moulder away In heavinels for rhe ſureritiiions and impoſſible per- 
formance of an i!|-drivno birg:in? Nothing more inviolable than 
vows made to God, yetwe read in NV #w#bers, thatif a Wite had made 
ſuch x vow, the meer will and :utbority of her Husband might break 
it; how much mcre may he break the error of his own bonds with 
an unfit and miſtzFn Wife, to the ſaving of his welfare, his life, yea 
hi« faich and vertue from the haz .rd of over-ſtrong temptations ; for 
if min be Lord of the Sabbath, ro the curing of 2 Feyor, can be. be 
{eſs than Lord of Marriage inſ.ch important cauſes as theſe ? 


CHAP. XII. 


The eighth Reaſon , It:is probable, oy rather certain, that every one who 
kapp'ns to marry y* hath not the calling , and therefore upon nnfuneſs 


found and conſider d, force ought not to be us d. 


TJ ighthly, Tr is moſt ſure that ſome even of thoſe whoare not plain- 

4 ly defeRive in body, yet are deſtitute of all other Marriageable 
Sifts, and conſequently have hot the calling to marry, unleſs nothing 
be requiſite thereto but a meer inſtrumental- body; which to affirm, 
i5 to that unahimous Covenant a reproach : yet it 1s as ſure that ma- 
ny ſuch, not of their own deſire, but by the perſwaſion of friends, or 
not knowing themſelves, do often enter into Wedlock, where find- 
ing the difference at length between the duties of a married life, and 
the gifts of a ſingle life, what unfitneſs of mind, what weariſomneſs, 
what ſcruples and doubts to an incredible offence and diſpleaſure are 
lixe to follow between, maybe ſoon imagined ; whom thus to ſhut 
vp, and immure, and ſhut up together , che one with a miſchoſen 
Mate, the other in a miſtaken calling, is not a courſe that Chriſtian 
wiſdom and tenderneſs ouphe touſe. As for the cuſtome that ſome 
Parents and Guardians have of forcing Marriages, it will be better to 
fay nothing of ſuch a ſavage inhumanity, but only thus , that the 
Law which gives not all freedom of divorce to any creature indued 
with reaſon ſo aſſaſſinated, isnext in cruelty. . 


—_— ww. 4 
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CHAP. XIII. 


The ninth Reaſon , Becauſe marriage i not a meer Carnal coition, but s 


humane Society, Where that cannot reaſonably be had , there can be ng 
true matrimeny. I1arriage compar d with all other cou*nants and vows 
 Warrantabiy broken for the good of man. Marriage the Papiſts Sacra 
ment, and unfit marriate the Proteſiants tail. | 


-T Inthly , I ſuppoſe it will be allow'd us that marriage is a humane 
Society , and that all lumane ſociety mult proceed from the 
mind rather than the body , el: it would be but a kind of animal or 
bealliſh meeting, if the mind therefore cannot have that due compa. 
ny by mariage , thatit may reaſonably and humanly dehre, that mari- 
age can be no human ſociety , bur a certain formality , or guilding 
over of little better then a brutiſh congreſs, and ſo in yery wiſdome 
and pureneſs to be diſſolv'd,. 

Bur mariage is more then human, the Covenant of Goa, Prov, 2. 17, 
therfore man cannot diffolve it. I anſwer, if it be more then human, 
ſo much the more it argues the chief ſociety thereof to be in the ſoul 
rather then inthe body, and the greateſt breach thereof to be unfitneſs 
of mind rather then defe& of body: for the body can have leaſt affi- 
nity ina cov'nant more then human, ſo that the reaſon of diſſolving 
holds good the rather, Apain , 1 anſwer, that the Sabback is a higher 
inſtitution,a command of the firſt Table, for the breach whereof God 
hath far more andofcner teſtify 'd his anger, then for divorces, whicly 
from Moſes to Malachy he never tookdiſpleaſure at,nor then neither, 
if we mark the Text; and yet as oft as the pood of man is concern, 
he not only permits, but commands to break the Sabbath. What co» 
v*nant more contracted with God, and leſs in mans power, than the 
vow which hath once paſt his lips? yetif it be found raſh, if offenſive, 
if unfruittul either to Gods glory or the good of man, our doQrine 
forces not error and unwillingneſs irkſomly to keep it , but counſels 
wiſdom and better thoughts boldly to breakit , therefore to enjoyn 
the imliſſo'\uble keeping of a marriage found unfit againſt the good of 
man both ſoul and body, as hath been evidenc't, is to make an Idol of 
marriage , to advance it above the worſhip of God and the good of 
man, to make it a tranſcendent command, above both the ſecond and 
the firſt Table, which is a moſt prodigious DoRrine. 
Next, whereas they cite out of the Proverbs,thatit is the Cov'nant of 
Gea, and therefore more than human, that conſequence is —_—_— 
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falſe : for ſo the covnant which Zedechiah made with the Infidel King * 
of Babel, is call'd the Covenant of God, Ezek. 17.19. which would be 
ſtrange to hear counted more than a human covnant, So every c0+ 
y'nant between man and man, bound by oath, may becall'd the cov'= 
nant of God, becanſe God therein is atteſted. So of marriage he isthe 
author and the witneſs yet hence will not follow any divine aſtricti- 
on more than what is ſubordinate to the glory of God and the main 
good of either party ; for as the glory of God and their eſteemed fit- 
neſs one for the other,vas the motive which led them both at firſt to 
chink without other revelation that God had joyned them together. 
So when it ſhall be found by their @pparent unfitneſs, that their con- 
tinuing to be man and wife is againſt the glory of God and their mu- 
tual happineſs, it may aſſure them that God never joyn'd them, who 
hath reveald his gracious will not to ſet the ordinance above the 
man for whom it was ordain'd : not to canonize mariage either as a 
tyranneſs or a goddeſs over the enfranchis'd life and ſoul of man: 
for wherein can God delight wherein be worſhipt, wherein beglorifi'd 
by the forcible continuing of an improper and ill-yoking couple ? He 
that loved not to ſee the diſparity ot ſeveral cattel at the plow, can- 
not be pleaſed with any vaſt unmeetneſs in marriage. Where can be 
the peace and love which mult invite God to ſuch a houſe, may it not 
be feared that the not divorcing of ſuch a helpleſs diſagreement , will 
be the divorcing of God finally from ſuch a place ? But it is a trial of 
our patience they ſay : Igrant it : but which of 7obs aMiRions were 
ſent him with that law , that he might not uſe means to remove any 

of them if he could ? And what if it ſubvert our patience and our faith 
roo ? Who ſhall anſwer for the periſhing of all thoſe ſouls periſhing by | 
tubborn expoſitions of particular and inferior precepts againſt the 
genera) and ſupreme rule of charity ? "They dare not affirm that Mar- 
riage is either a Sacrament or a myſtery , thoush all thoſe ſacred 
things give place to man, and yet they inveſt it with ſuch an awful 
ſanRity , and give it ſuch adamantine chains to bind with, as if it 
were to be worſhipt like ſome Indian deity , when it can confer no 
bleſſing upon us, but works more and more to our miſery. To ſuch 
reachers the ſaying of S. Petey at the Council of Jeraſalem will do well 
to be applied : why tempt ye God to put @ yoke upon the necks of Chriſti» 
an men,which neither the Jews, Gods ancient people, nor we are able 
fe bear ; and nothing but unwary-expounding hath brought upon us. 


CHAP. 
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CH AP, XIV: 


Confiderations corcerning Familiſme, Antinomian'ſme, and why it may 
be rkoxeht tht (uth opinions may Proceed from the nnaue reſtraint of 
ſore jj iberty, then which #9 greater cauſe to coutemn diſcipline, 

FO theſ>s confiderations this a!ſo may be added as no improbable 

q conz. ure, fecirng that fortof men who follow Anavapriſm, 

Emm iſm, Auinminlmn, and other fanaiick dreams {if we under. 

frand chem nocamils ) be ſach moſt commonly as are by n2ture ad- 

di&ed ro Religion, of life aiſo not debauchr, and thactheir opinions 
h:vns full ſwinge, do end in ſatisfaRion of the flcfh, it may be come 
with reaſon into the thoughts of a wiſe man, whether all chis proceed 
nor partly, if not chi: fly, from the reſtraint of ſome lawful libert 
which onghcto be giv'n men, and is deni'd them, As by Phylick we 
learn in menſiruous bodies, where Natures current hath been ſtopr, 
chat the ſuffocation and upward forcing of ſome lower pzrt,affeRts the 
head and inward ſenſe with dorage and :dle fancies. And on the other 
hand, whether the reſt of yulgar men not (o religiouſly profeilins,do 
not pive themſelves much the more to whoredom and adulteries. lo. 
ving the corrupt and venial diſcipline of Clergy Courts, but hating to 
hear of perfe& Reformation , when as they foreſee that then torni- 
cation ſhall be auſterely cenſur'd, adultery puniſhr, and marriag the 
appointed retuge of nature, though it hap to be never ſo 1n:ongru ous 
and diſpleaſing, muſt yet of force be worn out, when: ir can be to: no 
other purpoſe but of ſtrife and hatred, a thing odious io God. This 
may be worth the ſtudy of skilfal men in Theology, ard the reaſon 
of things : And laſtly, to examine whether ſome undue and ill- pround- 
ed ftritneſs upon the blameleſs nature of min, be not the cauſe in 
thoſe places where already Reformation is, that the diſcipline of the 

Church ſo ofcen and ſo unayoidably brok'n, is brought into contempt 

and deriſion. Andif._ it be thus, let thoſe who are ſtill bent to hold 

this obltinate /zterality, ſo prepare themſelves, as to ſhare in the ac- 
count for all theſe tranſgreſſions, when it ſhall be demanded ar the 
laſt day by one who will ſcan and life things with more than a literal 
wiſdom of equity.z for if theſe reaſonsbe duly ponder'd,and that ths 

Goſpel is more jealous of laying on exceſſive burdens than ever the 

Law was, leſt the ſoul of a Chriſtian which is ineſtimable , ſhould be 

over-tempted and caſt away, conſidering alſo that many properties of 

nature, which the power of Regeneration it ſelf never alters , my 
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cauſe diſlike of converling, even between the moſt ſanRifi'd, which 
continually grating in harſhcune together, may breed ſome jar and 
diſcord, and that end in rancor and ſtrife, a thing ſo oppoſite both to 
Marriage, and to Chriſtjanity, it would perhaps be leſs ſcandal to di- 


- yorce a natural diſparity, then to link violently together an unchri- 


ſtian difſention, committing two inſnared ſouls inevitably to kindle 
one another, not with the fire of loye , but with a hatred irreconcile- 
able , who were they diſſevered, would be ftraight friends in any 0- 
ther relation; Bur if an alphabetical ſervility muſt be {ti'l urged, it 
may ſo fall out, that the true Church may unwi:tingly uſe as much 


crueity in forbidding to divorce, as the Church of Antichr:{ doth 
wilfully in forbidding to Marry. 
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THE SECOND BOOK. 


——_— I. 4 


CHAP. I. 


T he Ordinance of Sabbath and Marriage compar d. Hyperbele 9 unfre- 
. quent figure in the Goſpel, Exceſs cur'd by contrary exceſs. Chriſt 
neither did, nor could abrogate the Law of Divorce, but. only reprieve 


the abuſe thereof. 


W. I ltherto the Polition u-dertaken hath been declar'd, and. 
_—_—_y proved by a Law of God, that Law proved to be moral, 
Az. and unaboliſhable, for many reaſons equal, honeſt; .cha- 


ritable, juſt, annext thereto. Ic follows now, that thoſe 
places of Scripture which have a ſeeming to revoke the prudence of 


Aofes, or rather that merciful Decree of God, be forthwith ex- 
plain'd and reconcil'd. For what are all theſe reaſonings: worth, will 
ſome reply, when as the words of Chriſt are plainly againſt all di- 
YO ce, except in eaſe of fornication. To whom he whoſe mind were to 
anſwer no more but this, except alſo in caſe of charity, might ſafely ap- 


peal to the more plain words of Chriſt in defence of ſo excepting, 
T hou ſhalt do 1% manner of work, ſaith the Commandment of the Sab- 
bath, Yes,ſaith Chriſt, works of charity. And ſhillwe be more ſevere 
in paraptraſing the conſiderate and tender Goſpel, than hewas in ex- 
pounding\the rigid and peremptory Law ? What was ever inall ap- 
pearance leſs made for man, and more for God alone, than the Sab- 
bath ? yet when the good of man comes into the Scales, we hear that 
voice of infinite goodneſs and benignity, that Sabbath was made for 


man, 
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: man, not man for Sabbath. What thing ever was mote made for man 
alone and leſs for God than marriage ? And ſhall we load it with a 
. cruel and ſencelcfs bondage utterly againſt both the good ofman and 
'8he glory of God ? Let who ſo will now liſten, 1 want neither pall nor 
mitre, I ſtay neither for ordination or induRion, but in the firm faith 
of a knowing Chriſtian, which is the be{t and trueſt endowment of 
the keyes, I pronounce, the man who ſhall bind ſo cruelly a good and 

gracious ordinance of God, hath not in that the Spirit of Chriſt, Yet 
that every text of Scripture ſeeming oppoſite may be attended with 
a due expoſition, this other part enſues, and makes account to find no 
#lender arguments for this aſſertion out of thoſe very Scriptures, 
Which are commonly urg'd againſt it : 


Firſt therefore let us remember as a thing not tobe deny'd, that all 


places of Scripture wherein juſt reaſon of doubts ariſes from the let. 


ter, are to be expounded by conlidering upon what occafion every 
thing is ſet down ; and by comparing other Texts. T he occaſion 
-which induc'tour Saviour to ſpeak of divorce, was either to convince 
the extravegance of the Phariſes in that point, or to give a ſharp and 
vehement anſwer to a tempting queſtion. And in ſuch caſes that 
We ire not to repoſe all upon the literal termsof ſo many words, 
many. inſtances will teach us : Wherein we may plainly diſcover how 
Chriſt meant not tobe tak'n word for word , but like a wiſe Phyſ1- 
clan, adminiſtring one exceſs againlt another, to reduce us to'a per- 
miſs ; where they were too remiſs, he ſaw it needful to ſeem moſt 
ſevere: in one place be cenſures an unchaſt look to be adu'tery al. 
ready-committed : another time he paſſes over aRual adultery with 
Teſs reproof then for an unchaſt look; not ſo heavily condemning 
ſecret weakneſs, as open malice ; So here he may be jultly thought 
to have giv*n this rigid ſentence againſt divorce, not to cut off all 
remedy from a good man who find himſelf conſuming away in a 
Qiſconſolate and uninjoyn'd matrimony , but to lay a bridle upon the 
Þold abuſes of thoſe over-weening Rabbies, which he could not more 
effetually do, then by a counterſway of reſtraint curbing their wild 
.Exorbitance almoſt into thz other extream ; as when we bow things 
the contrary way , to make them come to their natural traitneſs- 
And that this was the only intention of Chriſt is moſt evident, if 
we attend but to his own words and proteſtation made in the ſame 
Sermon, not many verſes before he treats of divorcing, that he-came 
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yt Indirement of being both impure, unjuſt, and fallacious. 


riot to abrogate from the Law onejot or tittle , and denounce againſt 
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them that ſhall ſo teach. 

Burt S. Lske the verſe immediately before-going that of Divorce, 
inſerts the ſame cavear, as if the latter could not be underſtood with- 
out the former; and as a witneſs to produce againſt this our wilful 
miſtake ofabrogating,which muſt needs confirm us that whatever els 
in the political law of more ſpecial relation tothe Jews might ceaſe 
rous, yet that of thoſe precepts concerning Divorce,not one of them 
was repeal'd by the Doctrine of Chriſt, unleſs we have vow'd not to 
believe his own cautious and immediate profeſſion ; for if theſe our 
Saviours words inveigh againſt all Divorce,and condemn it as adul- 
tery, except it be for adultery, and be not rather underſtood againit 
the abuſe of thoſe divorces permitted in the Law,then is that Law of 
Moſes, Deut, 24. 1. not onely repeaPd and wholly annulFd againſt 
the promiſe of Chriſt and his known profeſſion, not to meddle in 
matters Judicial , but that which 1s more ſtrange, the very ſubſtance 
and purpoſe of that Law is contradicted and convinc't both of inju- 
ſtice and impurity , as having authoriz'd and maintain'd legal adul- 
tery by ſtatute, Moſes alſo cannot ſcape to be guilty of unequal and 
unwiſe decrees , puniſhing one act of ſecret adultery by death, and 
permitting a whole life of open adultery by Law. And albeit Law- 
yers write that ſome political edifts, though not approv d, are yet 
allow*d to the ſcum of rhe people and the neceflity of the times; 
theſe. excuſes hcve but a weak pulſe: for firſt, weread, not that the 
ſcoundrel people, but the choiceſt, the wiſeſt, the hotieit of that na- 
tion have frequently us'd theſe laws, or ſuch as theſe in the heſt and 


holieſt times. Secondly, be it yielded, that in matters not very bad 
or impure, a human lawgiver mayſlacken ſomething of that which 


1s exactly good, to the diſpoſition of the people and the times : but 


if the perfect, the pure, the Tighteous law of God , for ſo are all his 


ſtatutes and his judgements , be found to have allow'd ſmoothly 
without any certain reprehenſion , that which Chriſt afterward de- 
clares to be adulteay , how can we free this Law from the horrible 


[Either will it ſerve to ſay this was permitted for the hardneſs of 
their hearts, in that ſenſe, as is uſually explain'd, for the Law 
F were 
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were thenhut a corrupt and erroneous School-maſter , teaching us 
to daſh againſt a vital Maxime of Religion, by doing foul evil in hope 
of ſome uncertain g£o00d. 

This onely Text not to be matcht again throughout the whole 
Scripture , whereby God in his perfect Law ſhould ſeem to have 
granted to the hard hearts of his holy people under his own hand, 
a Civil immunity and free charter to live and dic in a long ſucceſ- 
five adultery , under a covenant of works, till the Xeſs:ah, and 
then that indulgent permiſſion to be ſtrictly deny*d by a covenant of 
grace; beſides the incoherecnce of ſuch a doctrine, cannot, muſt not 
be thus interpreted,to the raiſing ofa Paradox never known till then, 
onely hanging by the twin'd thread of one doubtful Scripture , a- 
gainſt ſo many other rules and leading principles of religion, of ju- 
ſtice, and purity of life. For what could be granted more either to 
_ thefear,or to the luſt of any tyrant or expliticiat, than this authori- 

| ty of Moſes thus expounded; which opens him a way at will to 
dammeup juſtice, and not onely to admit of any Remiſh or Auſtrian 
diſpences, but to enact a ſtatute of that which he dares not ſeem to 
approve, ev'n to the legitimate vices, to make fin it ſelf, the ever 
alien and vaſtal fin, a free Citizen of the Commou-wealth, pretend- 
ing onely theſe or theſe plauſible reaſons. And well he might, all 
the while that Moſes ſhall be alledged to have done as much without 
Thewing any reaſon atall, Yet this could -not enter into the heart 
of David,Pſal.g 4.20. how any ſuch authority as endeavours to faſh:0n 
wickeaxe(s by alaw, ſhould derive itſelf from God. And [ſaiah layes 
woe upon them that decree unrighteous decrees,To.T, Now. which of theſe 
two is the better Law-giver, and which deſerves moit a woe, he that 
gives out an edict ſingly unjuſt, or he that confirmes to generations a 
fix t and unmoleſted impunity of that which 1s not onely held to be 
unjuſt, but alſo unclean, and both in a high degree, not only as they 
themſelves affirm, an injurious expulſion of one wife, but alſo an un- 
clean freedom by more than a parent to wed another adulterouſ- 
ly? How can we therefore with ſafety thus dangerouſly confine the 
free ſimplicity of our Saviours meaning to that which meerly a- 
mounts from ſo many Letters, when as it can conſiſt neither with 
his former and cautionary word, nor with other more pure and ho- 
ly principles, nor finaJly with the ſcope of charity, commanding by 
his expreſs Commiſſion 1n a higher grain. But all rather of neceſ- 
fity muſt be underſtood as onely againſt the abuſe of that wiſe and 


ingenu- 


p00 | 
Pri Je 


{ti0 Il 
F w! 
Muti 4 
VAL 


[: kt 

oflcend 
heart Ip 
Ererhe oNtal 
oder 
filcan000] 
trelzn. ene 
J entrione 
here l Tat 
oaicalroN 
m1 the thi 
zrcatlyms 
{70 grace 
1 of20072 


| fratd: Citi 
- Czrctsmhic 
| htc 
cunelpirh 
0 tm 
alt =dte! 


Ofee, 


, teach 
Ml eyilin ; 


IMNout the Wt 
ld leem 0h: 
ot his OWnhy 
na lonp lice: 
he M it Sigh, ; 
by a en 
Cannot, mu; 
er knowntillh 
ful Scripne 
of religion, 
ted more ent 
\than thisaus 
N A Way at ni. 
' Remiſh'Or A; 
e Cares not kr 
In it ſelf, the; 
u-wealth, pre: 
| well he migtt 
Ine as much Ni: 
enter into ts! 
ndeavoursti: 
x0, And [at 
"Now whichd 


6 moſt a woe 
rmes t0 generil: 
not onely Kt! 
vree, not 00% | 
e wiſe, butalo 
4 another adult 


Reflor'd to the good of both Sexes. J5 


ingenuous liberty which Aoſes gave, and to terrific a roaving con- 
ſcience from ſinning under that pretext. 


CHAT. Ii 


That to allow fin by Law , i againſt the nature of Law, the end of the law- 
giver and the good of the people. Impoſſible therefore in the Law of God. 
That it makes Goa the author of ſin more than any thing objetted by the 

 Teſuits or Arminians againſt Predeſtination, 


Ur let us yet further examine upon what conſideration a Law 

of licence could be thus giv'n to a holy people for the hardneſs 

of heart.I ſuppoſe all will anſwer, that for ſomegood end or other.But 
here the contrary ſhall be prov'd. Firſt, that many ill effe&s, bur no 
good end of ſuch a ſufferance can be ſhewn ; next,that a thing unlaw- 


 fulcan for no good end whatever be either done or allow'd by a pofi- 


tive law.If there were any good end aim'd at,that end was then good, 
either to the Law, or to the lawgiver licencing ; or as to the perſon 
licenc't. That it could not be the end of the Law, whether Moral 
or Judicial to licence a fin,l prov e cafily outof Row. 5.20. The Laiv 
enter'd that the offence might abound , that is, that ſin might be made 
abundantly manifeſt to be hainous and difpleaſing to God, that ſo 
his ofter'd grace might be the more eſteem'd. Now if the Law in 
ſtead of aggravating and terrifying ſin, ſhall give out licence, it foils 
itſelf, andturns recreant from its own end: it foreſtalls the pure 
grace of Chriſt which 1s through righteouſneſs, with impure in- 
dulgences which are through ſin. And in ſtead of diſcovering fin, 
for by.the Law is the knowledge thereof, ſaith S. Panl,and that by certain 
and true light for men to walk 1n ſafely, it holds out falſe and dazling 
hires to ſtumble men : or like thoſe miſerable flies to run into with 
delight, and be burnt: for how many ſouls might eaſily think that 
to be lawful which the Law and Magiſtrate allow'd them ? Again 
weread, 1 Tim.1.5. Tye end of tde Comm.:nament is charity ont of a pare 


h:art,and of a good conſcicnce,and of faith wnfained. But never could that 
hat Which nit3 be charity to allow a people what they could nor uſe with a pure 
1 conſiſt neither! heart, but with conſcience and Faith both decelv d, or clſe deſpis'd. 
er more pure® The mort particular end of the Judicial Law 1s ſet forth to us clearly 

7 comma Rom. 1 3.that God hath giv'n to that Law 2 Sword not in.vain, but to be 
aritY) nerf 6-4 Fer ror to e011 works, a revenge 10 execute wrath upon him that duth evil, 
LT art If this terrible commiſſion ſhould but forbear ro puniſh wickedneſs, 
WW 


jt Were 1t Other to be accounted than partial and unjuſt ? bur if it 
F 2 begin 


ngeroully (0 


26 The DoTrine and Diſcipline of Divorce. 
begin to write indulgence to vulgar uncleanneſs tan it do more to 
corrupt and ſhame the end ofits own being ? Laftly,if the Law allow 
fin, it enters into a kind of covenant with fin,and ifit do, there isnot 
a greater ſinner in the world than the Law it ſelf. The Law, to uſe 
an allegory ſomething difterent from that 1n Philo-F4adeus concerning 
Amaltck,, though haply more ſignificant, the Law is the Iſraclite,and 
- hath this abſolute charge given it, Deut. 25. To blot owt the memory of 
ſin the Amalckite from under heav'n, not toforget it. Again, the Law is 
the 1ſraclite, and hath this expreſs repeated command to make no cov'- 
nant with ſin the Cananite, but to expel him, leſt he prove a ſnare. 
And toſay truth, it were too rigid and reaſonleſs to proclaim ſuch 
an enmity between man and man, were 1t not the type of a greater 
enmity between law and ſin. ' Iſpeak ev'n now, as if ſin were con- 
demn'd 1n a perpetual villenage never to be free by law., never.to be 
manumittcd : but ſure fin can have nortenure by law at all, but 1s rather 
an eternal outlaw , and in hoſtility with Law paſt all attonement : 
both aiagonial contraries, as much allowing one another, as day and 
night together both in one hemiſphere.Or it it be poffible;that ſinwit} 
his darkneſs may come to compoſition, 1t cannot be without a foul 
eclipſe and twylight to the law , whoſe brightneſs ought to ſurpaſs 
the noon. Thus we ſee how this unclean permittance defeats the 
ſacred and glorious end both of the Moral and Judicial Law, 

As little good can the lawgiver propoſe to equity by ſuch a laviſh 
remiſneſs as this : if to remedy hardneſs of heart,Pare and other di- 
vines confeſs, it more increaſes by this liberty, then is leſsn'd : and 
how 1s1t probable that their hearts were more hard in this that it 
ſhould be yielded to than in any other crime ? Their hearts were ſet 
upon uſury, and are to this day, no Nation more; yet that which 
was the endammaging only of their eſtates, was narrowly forbid ; 
this which is thought the extream injury and diſhonour of their 
Wives and Daughters, with the defilement alſo of themſelves,is boun- 
teoully allow'd. Their hearts were as hard under their beſt Kings to 
ofter in high places, though to the true God ;. yet that bur a ſmall 
thing 1s ſtrictly forewarn'd ; this accounted a high offence againſt one 
ofthe greateſt moralduties, 1s calmly permitted and eftabliſht. How 
can It be evaded but that the heavy cenſure of Chriſt ſhould fall 
worſe upon this lawgiver of theirs, than upon all the Scribes and 
Phariſes ? For they did but omit Judgment and Mercy to trifle in 
Mint and Cummin , yet all according to Law ; bur this their Law- 
g1ver, altogether as punctual in ſuch niceties , goes marching on to 
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adulteries, through the violence of divorce by Law againſt Law. If it 


were ſuch a curſed act of Plat a ſubordinate Judge to Ceſar , over- 
ſwayed by thoſe hard hearts with much ado to ſuffer one tranſgreſ- 
hon. of Law but-once , what is it then' with leſs ado to publiſh a 
Law of tranſgreſſion for many ages? Did God for this come:down 


and cover the Mountof Sina; with his glory , uttering in thunder 
thoſe his ſacred Ordinances out of the bottomleſs treaſures of his 
wildome and infinite pureneſs,to patchup anulcerous androttn com- 


mon-wealth with ſtrict and ſtern injunttions, to waſh the skin and 


garments for every unclean touch, and ſuch cafie permiſſion giv'n to 


pollute the ſoul with adulteries by publick authority , without dif- 


'grace or queſtion ? No it had been better that man had never knowu 


Law or Matrimony , then that ſuch foul iniquity ſhould be faſtn'd 
upon the Holy One of 7rael, the Judge of all the earth, andſuch-a 
piece of follow as Belzcbab would not commit, to-divide againit him- 


ſelf and pervert his own ends ; or if he to compaſs more certain mit- 


chief, might yield perhaps to fain ſome good deed, yet that God 


ſhould enact a licence of certain evil for uncertain good- againſt His 
own glory and pureneſs, 1s abominable to conceive. And as it is de- 
Mructive to the end of Law , and blaſphemous tothe honour of the 


Lawegiver licehcing , ſo is it as pernicious to the perſon licen't. If a 
riyate friend admoniſh nor, the Scripture ſaith he hates his brother 


and lets him periſh; but if he ſooth him and allow himin his faults,the 


Proverbs teach us he {; preads a net for his neighboursfeet and workethruin, 
If the Magiſtrate or Prince forget to adminiſter due juitice and-re- | 


ſtrain not ſin; EL himſelf could ſay zt made the Loras people to tranſ- 


creſs. But if he count'nance them againſt law by his own example , 
what havock itmakes both in Religion and Vertue among the people, 
may be gueſt by the anger it brought upon Zophni and Phineas,not ta 
be appeas'd with ſacrifice nor offering for cver. If the Law be ſilent to de- 
clare fin, the people muſt needs generally go aſtray , for the Apoſtle 
himſelf faith , he had not known luſt but by the law : and ſurely ſuch a 
Nation ſeems not to be under the illuminating guidance of Gods laws 


- butunder the horrible doom rather of ſuch as deſpiſe the Goſpel, Herhat 


is filthy let him bz filthy ſtill, But where the Law it ſelf gives a warrant 


* for ſin, I know not what condition of miſery to imagine miſerable 
* enough for ſuch a people, unleſs that portion of the wicked, or ra- 


ther of the damned , on whom God threatens in 2x Pſalm, to 7ain 
nares : but that queſtionleſs cannot be by any Law, which the Apo-- 
file faith, is a miniſtry ordain'd of God for our good, and not lo many 
x RESI F 3 Ways 


38 The Dottrine and Piſcipline of Divorce 

'wayes and in ſo high a degree to our deſtruction, as we have now bin 
graduating. And this is all the good can.come to the perſon licenc'd 
in his hardneſs of heart. _ | 

I am next to mention that which becauſe it is a ground in divini- 
ty, Rom. 3. will fave the labour of demonſtrating, unleſs her giv'n 
Axioms be more doubted than in other Arts (although it be noleſ; 
firm in the precepts of Philoſophy) that a thing unlawful can for 
no good whatſoever be done , much leſs allow'd by a poſitive law, 
And this 1s the matter why Interpreters upon that paſſage in Hoſea 
will not conſent it tobe a true ſtory , that the Prophet took a Har- 
Tot to wife, becauſe God being a pure Spirit, could not command a 
thing repugnant to:his ownnature, no not for ſogood an end as to 
exhibit more to the life a wholtome and perhapsa converting para- 
-bleto many an lIſraclite. .Yet that he commanded the allowanceof 
adulterous and injurious divorces for hardneſs of heart, a reaſon ob- 
ſcure and in a wrong (enſe, they can very favourtily perſwade them- 
ſelves ; ſo tenacious is the leven of an old conceit. But they ſhift ir, 
He permitted only. Yet filence in the Law is conſent, and conſent is 
acceſſory ; why then is not the Law being ſilent, ornot active againſt 
a crime, acceſſory to its own conviction, it ſelf judging ? For though 
we ſhould grant, that it approves not, yetit wills; and the Lawyers 
Maxim-1s that the will compel 'd zs yet the will, And though Ariſtotle in 
his Ethicks call this a mixt attion, yet he concludes it to be voluntary 
and inexcuſable, ifit be evil. How juſtly then might human law and 
Philoſophy riſe up againſt the righteouſneſs of Moſes , if this be 
true which our vulgar Divinity fathers upon him , yea upon God 
himſelf; not ſilently and onely negatively to permit, but in his law 
to divulge a written and general priviledge to commit and perſiſt in 
unlawful divorces with a high hand , with ſecurity and no1ll fame : 
for this1s more than permitring and contriving, this 1s maintaining : 
this 1s warranting, this 1s protecting, yea this 1s doing eval, and ſuch 
an evil as that reprobate lawgiver did , whole laſting infamy 1s in- 
gravn uporthim likea ſurname he who made Iſrael to fin. This 1s the 
loweſt pitch contrary to God that publick fraud and injuſtice can 
ceſcend. 

If it be affirm*d that God as being Lord, may do what he will; 
yet we mult know that God hath not two wills, but one will, much 
leſs wwo contrary. If he once will'd adultery ſhould be finful, and 
to be puniſht by death, all his omniporence will not allow hum to 
will the allowance thar his holieſt people might as it were by his 

own 
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own Antimonie , or counter-ſtatute live unreprov'd in the ſame fact 
as he himſel[feſteem*d it, according to our common explainers. The 
hidden wayes of his providence we adore and ſearch not;but thelaw 
1s his revealed will, his compleat, his evident and certain will; herein 
he appears tous as it were in humane ſhape,entersinto cov'nant with 
us,{wears to keep it,binds himſelf like a juit lawgiver to his own pre- 
ſcriptions,gives himſeIfto be underſtood by men, judges and1s judg'd, 
meaſures and 1s commenſurat to the right reaſon ; cannot require 
leſs of us in one cantle of his Law than in another , his legal juſtice 
cannot he ſo fickle and fo variable , ſometimes like a devouring fire, 
and by and by connivent in the embers, or, if I may fo fay, ofcitant 
and ſupine. The vigor of his Law could no more remit, than the 
hallowed fire upon his altar could be let go our, The Lamps that 
burnt before him might need ſnufting , but the light of his Law 
never. Of this alſo more beneath , in CY a volution of Ri- 
Verns. 

The Jeſuits and that Sect among us which 1s nam'd of Arminines,* 
are wont to charge us of making God the Author of Sin in two de- 
grees eſpecially , not to ſpeak of his permiſſion. 1. Becauſe we hold 
that he hath decreed ſome to damnation, and conſequently to fin, fay 
they : Next, becauſe thoſe means which are of ſaving knowledge to - 
others, he makes to them an occaſion of greater ſin. Yet confider- 
ing the perfection wherein man was created, and might have ſtood, 
nodecree necefſitating his free-will , but ſabſequent though not in ' 
time, yet in order to cauſes which were in his own power, they 
might, methinks be perſwaded to abſolve both God and us. When 
as the doctrine of Plato and Chryſippus with their tollowers the Aca- 
demics and the Stoics , who knew not what a conſummat and molt - 
adorned Pandora was beſtow?d upon Adam, to be the nurſe and'guid 
of his arbitrary happineſs and perſeverance. , I mean his native inno- 
cence and perfection , which might have kept him from being our 
true Epimetherns, and though they taught of vertue and vice to be 


| both thegifr of divine d:ſtiny, they could yet givereaſons not inva- 


lid, to juſtifie the Councils of God and Fate from the inſulfity of | 
mortal tongues : That mans own will ſelf corrupted 1s the adequat 
and ſufficient cauſe of his diſobedience beſid:s Fate; as Homer alſo | 
wanted not to expreſs bothin his 71d and Oaiſſcs, And Manlius the 
Poet, although in his fourth book he tells of tome created both to fin 
and puniſhment ; yet without murmuring and with an induſtrious | 
_ cheerfulneſs acquits the Dezty, They were not ignorant in their her- 


chea - 


40 The Dottrine and Diſcipline of Divorce 
then lore, that it is moſt God-like to puniſh thoſe who of his crea- 
tures became his enemies with the greateſt puniſhment; and they 
could attain alſo to think that the greateit, when God himſelf TTL: 
throws a'man furtheſt from him ; which then he held they did ; LENT; 
when: he blinded, hardn'd, and ſtirr'd up his offendors to finiſh, and 
pile up their deſperate work fince they had undertak'n it. To baniſh 
torcverunto a local Hell, whether in the Air orin the Center, or in 
that uttermoſt and bottomleſs gulph of Chass , deeper from Holy 
Bliſs than the Worlds Diameter multipli'd ; they thought not a 
puniſhing ſo proper and proportionate for God to inflict, as to pu- 
mih finne with finne. Thus were the common ſort of Gentiles 
wont to think, Without any wry thoughts caſt upon divine go- 
_ vernance. And therefore Cicere not in his Tyſculan or Companian re- 
tirements among the learned wits of that age; but ev'n in the Senat 
to a-mixt auditory (though he were ſparing otherwiſe to broach his 
Philoſophy among Statiſts and Lawyers) yet as to this point both 
1 his-oration againſt Piſo and in thar which is about the anſivers of 
the ſooth-ſayers againſt-Clodixs ; he declares it publickly as nopara- 
aox to common ears, that God cannot puniſh man more, nor make | ae 
him more miſerable, then ſtill by making him more ſinful. Thus we | £x#5% 


. . - - _ . FO ot to 4 Y p 
ſee how in this controverſie the juſtice of God ſtood upright ev*n mY 
among heathen diſputers, Butif any one be truly, and not preten- | -i62 


cedly zealous for Gods honour, here call him forth before Men and | #1" Ay 
Angels, to-ufe his beft and moſt adviſed skill, leſt God more unavoi- | ia: , 
dably then ever yet, and in the guiltieſt manner be made the author w 
of fin : if he ſhall nor onely deliver over and incite his enimies by re= 
buke to ſin as a puniſhmenr, but ſhall by patent under his own broad 
ſeald allow his friend whom he would ſanCtific and fave, whom he 
would unite to himſelf and not diſ-joyn, whom he would correct 
by wholſome chaſtning , and rot puniſh as he doth the damned by 
iewd ſinning, if he ſhall allow theſe in his Law the perfect rule of his 
own pureſt will and our moſt edify*d conſcience, the prepetrating of 
an odious and man'fold fin without the leaft conteſting. Tis wonderd 
how there can be in God a ſecret andreveal'd will; and yet what 
wonder, if there be in man two anſwerable cauſes. Bur here there 
muſt be two revealed wills grapping in a fraternal war with one 
another without any reaſonable cauſe apprehended. This cannor be 
leſs then to ingraft fin into the ſubſtance of the law, which law is to 
provoke fin by croſſing and forbidding, not by complying with it. 
Nay this1s; which I tremblein uttering, to incarnate fin into thetin- 
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puniſhing and well pleas'd will of God. To avoid theſe dreadful con- 
iequences that tread upon the heels of thoſe allowances to fin, will 
be a task of far more difficulty then to appexle thofe minds which 
peraps out of a vigilant and wary conſcience except againſt predelti- 
nation. Thus finally we may conclude;that a Law wholly givins li- 
cence cannot upon any good conlideration be given to a holy people 
tor hardnels of neart in the vulgar ſenfe. 

CHAP. IV. 

T hat if divorce be no command, no more is marriave, That divorce could 
be no diSpenſation if it were lawful. The Solution of Rivetiis, that God 
dispenc'd by fome n#known way,onght not to ſatisfie a Chriſtian mind. 

A Iners think to evadethe matter by not granting any Law of di- 

vorce,but onely a diſpenfation,which is contrary to the words 
of Chriſt,who himlelf calls it a Law, Mark 10.5. or iitwelpeak of a 
command in the ftri&eſt definition, then marriageitl1clt is no more a 
command then divorce, but only a free permiſſion to im who cannot 
contain.Butas to diſpenſation I afhrm,thelameas betore of the Law, 
that it can never be given to theallowance of {in,God cannot give it 
neither in re{pect of himtelf ,nor in re{pe& of man : not in reſpect of 
himfelf,beins a moſt pure cſtence,the juſt avenser of i'm; neither can 
he make tr at ceale to be a {in,which 1s in it ſel: injuſt and ijmpure,as 
all divorces t”ey lay were which werenot for acgulcery Not inreſpc 
of man for then it mult be either to his good or to his cvil Not to his 
good;tor how can that be imagin'd any good to a ſinner whom no- 
tHing but rebuke and aue correction can fave, to hear the determi- 
nate oracle of divine Law louder then any reproot diſpenſing and 
providing for the impunity and convenience of lin; to make that 
doubtiu'i, or rather lawtul, which the end of the Law was to make 
moſt evi:.cntly hatetul. Nor to tne evil of man can a diſpence be s;- 
ven;for if the Law wereordain'dunto life, Rom.7.10.how canthefame 
God publiſh diſpences againſt that Law,which mutt needs be unto 
death! Avlurd and monſtrous would that diſpence be,ifany Judge or 
Law {hould give it a man to cut his own tiroat,or to daranc himlelf. 
Dilpence theretore preluppoiesfull pardon,or ellc it is nota diſpence 
but a moſt bancful & bloudy ſnare. And why ſhould God enter cove- 
nant with a people to be holy,as the Command i holy, juſt,and cood, 
Rom.7 12.andyet fuifer an impure and treacherous diſpence to miſ- 
lead and betray them under the vizard of Law to a legitimate pra-- 


: Etiſe of uncleanneſs, God is no covenant breaker,he cannot do this. 


© 
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Rivetus, a diligent and learned Writer, having well weighed what 
nath been written by thoſe Founders of Diſpence, and finding the 
{mail agreement amons them, would fain work himſelf aloof theſe 


rocks and quicklands, and thinks 1t beſt to conclude that God cer- 


tainly did dilpence, but by ſome way to us unknown,and fo to leave 
it. But to this I oppole,that a Chriſtian by no means ought reſt him- 
{elf in {uch an ignorance ; whereby fo many abturditics will ſtrait re-. 
flect both againſt the purity,juſtice,and wiltdom of God, the end alſo 
both of Law and Golpel,and the compariton of them both together. 
God indeed in lome ways of his Povidence 15high and ſecret, paſt 
finding out: but in the delivery and execution ol his Lavz, cfpecially 
inthe managins of a duty to daily and fo familiar as this is whereof 
we realon,hath plainly enough revealed himicli,and requires the ob- 
lervance thereof not otherwile then to the law of nature and of equi- 
ty imprinted in us ſcems correſpendent. And he hath taught us to 
love and to extol his laws,not only as they are his,but as they arejuſt 
and good to every wile and lober underſtanding. herefore Abraham 
even to the face of God himlelf, ſeemed to doubt of divine juſtice,ifit 
ſhould f{werve from that irradiation wherewith it had enlightned the 
mind of man,and bound it ſelf to obſerve its own rule. Wzlr thou gde- 
ffroy the righteous with the wicked ? that be far from thee ; ſhallnot the 
Fudge of the earth do right ? thereby declaring that God hath created 
a righteouſneſs in right it felf,againſt which he cannot do. So Pavid, 
P/.119. The teſl:tmones which thou haſt commanded are righieous and 
very faithful : thy word is very puretherefore thy ſervant loveth it, Not 
only then for the Authors {ake,burt for its own purity. He  fairhful, 
faith S. Pl, he cannot deny himſelf : that is,cannot deny his own pro- 
miles,cannot but be true to his own rules. He often pleads with men 
the uprightnefs of his ways by their own principles. How ſhould we 
imitate him elfe to be perfett as he 1s perfett, Ifat pleaſure he can dit- 
pence with golden poctick ages of {uch pleaſing licence, as inthe fa- 
bled reign of old Saturn. And this perhaps before the Law might have 


fome covert; but under ſuch an-undiſpencins covenant as ſes made 


with them, and not to. tell us why and wherefore indulgence cannot 


Sive quiet to the breaſt of any intelligent man. We muſt be reſolved 


now the Lay can be pure and peripicuous,and yet throw a polluted 


*Kkirt over theſe Elexſtnian myſteries,that no man can utter what they 


mean : worſe in this then the worſt oblcenities of heathen ſuperſtiti- 
on, for their ihinels was hid, but the myſtick reaſon thereof known 
mas | - | Lo 
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Reſtord to the good of both Sexes, Ac 


to their Sages.But this Jewiſh imputed filthinels was daily and open, 
but the reaſon of it is not known to our Divines.We know ofno de- 
fign the Goſpel can have to impoſe new righteoufncts upon works, 
but to remit the old by faith without works, 1f we mean juſtifying 
works: we know no myſtery our Saviour could have to lay new 


| bonds upon marriage in the covenant of grace which himiclf had 


looined to the ſeverity of Law.So that Rzverus may pardon us if we 
cannot be contented with his non-folution to remain in fuch a peck. 


ol uncertainties and doubts,fo dangerous and gaftly to the fundamen- 
tals of our faith, 


CHAP YV: 
What a DiSpenſation 15. 

& Whos to get lome hetter fatisfation, we muſt proceed to in- 

quire as diligently as we can what a Diſpenſation is,which I find 
to be cither properly to call'd,or improperly.lmproperly to calld 1s 
ratacr a particular and exceptive law ablolving and difobliging from 
a more general command tor ſome juſt and reatonable caule. AsNur, 
9. they who were unclean,or in a journy,had leave to keep the Paſlſe- 
over in the ſecond moneth, but otherwile ever in the firſt. As for that 
in Levitics of marryins the brothers wife, it was a penal ſtatute ra- 
ther then a diſpence; and commands nothins injurious or 1n it felt 
unclean,only prefers a {pecial reaſon of charity before an inftitutive 
decency,and perhaps is meant forlife time onely, as is expreſt be- 
neath inthe prohibitionof taking two ſiſters. What other EdiCt of 
Moſes, carrying but the femblance ofa Law in any other kind, may 
bear the name of a Difpence,[ have not readily to inſtance.But a Dil- 
penlation molt properly is ſome particular accident rarely hapning, 
and therefore not {pecified in the Law,but left to the deciſion of cha- 
rity,even under the bondage of Jewilh rites,much more under the lt- 
berty of the Goſpel. Thus did David enter into the houſe of God, and 
aid eat the Shewbread,he and his followers which was ceremonially 1un- 
lawful.Of {uch dilpences as thele it was that Verdune the French Di- 


who held that the Pope might diſpente with any thing. JU z5 4 fond 
perſuaſionſaith Verdune,that difenſing is a favour nay it is 4s good at- 


ſtributive juſtice as what 1 moſt,and the Prieſt ſins if he grvcs it not, for 


#t t5 nothing elſe but a right interpretation of Law. Thus far that ] can 
learn touching this matter wholſomly decreed. But that God,who 15 
the giver of every good and perfect gift, F4m.1, ſhould give oy 

Gs 2 rule 
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rule and direQory to {in by,{hould enact a Difpenfation as long liv'q 
as a Law whereby to live in priviles'd adultery for hardneſs of 
heart,and this obdurate diſeaſe cannot be conceived how it was the 
more amended by this unclean remedy,is the moſt deadly and Scor- 
pion-like gift that the enemy oi mankind could have given to any mi- 
{crable finner, and is rather ſuch a Dilpence as that was which the 
Serpent gave to our firſt parents.Goc! cave Quails in his wrath, and 
Rings in his wrath,yet neither of thele things cvil in themſelves, but 
that re whole eyes cannot behold impurity,thould in the book of his 
holy covenant,his moſt unpailionate lazy, give licence and ſtatute for 
uncontrolicd adultery,although it go for the recciv'd opinion,I ſhall 
never diſſuade my ſoul from fuch a creed;tuch an indulgence as the 
ſhop of Antichriſt never forg'd a baſler. 
GHAEF, VV. 
That the Jew had io more right to this ſuppoſed DiSþence then the 
Chriſtian hath, and rather mot ſo much. 

UT if we muſt needs dilpence, let us for awhile fo far diſpence 
A > with truth, as to grant that fin may be diſpenc'd ; yet there will 
be copious reaſon found to prove that the Jew had no more right to 
{ſuch a luppos'd indulgence then the Chriſtian, whether we look at 
the clear knowledge wherein he liv'd, or the ſtri& performance of TY 
works whereto he was bound.Belides viſions and propheſies they had _—y 
the Law of God, which inthe /ſalms and Proverbs is chiefly prais'd Ph ki 
for ſureneſs and certainty,both calle and perfect tothe cnlightning of ND 
the ſimple.How could it be 1o ob{curethen,or they fo ſottithly blind EP 
in this plain,moral,and houithold duty ? They had the ſame precepts [inet 


" 


Lv 
about Marriage,Chriſt added nothing to their clearneſs,for that had | Ii ant 
argued them imperfect ; he opens not the Law,but removes the Pha- Kalttertl 
ritaick miſts rais'd betweenthe law and the peoples eycs : the only 
{ſentence which he aclds, 1Vhat God hath joys" let no man pitt afitnider, 
is as obſcure as any claule fetch'd out of Gerefrs,and hath encreas'da 
yet undecided controveric of clandeſtine marriages, It we examine 
over all his Sayings, we ſhall find him not {o m-:ch interpretins the 
Law with his words,as referring his ozwn words to be interpreted by 
the Law, and oftner oblcutes his mind in ſhort, and yehcment, and 
compact ſentences, to blind an! puzzle them the more who would 
not underſtand the Law. The Jews therefore were as little to be dil- 
penc'd with for lack of moral knowledge as we. 

Next,nonelI think will deny,but that they were as much bound to 
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perform the Law as any Chriſtian. That ſevere and rigorous knife not 
ſparing the the tender foreskin of any male infant, to carve into his 
fleſh the mark of that ſtri:t and pure covenant whereinto he entred, 
might give us to underſtand enough againſt the fancy of diſpenſing. 
S_Paul teſtifics,that every circumcis'd man is adebtor to the whole lay, 
Gal.5.or elle circumciſion i5in vain,Ro.2,.25,How vain then and how 
prepoſterous mult it needs be to exact a circumciſion of the fleſh 
irom an infant unto an outward fign of purity.and ro difpence an un- 
circumciſion in the loul ofa grown man to an inward and real im- 
purity ? How vain again was that law to impoſe tedcous expiations 
tor every ſlight {in of ignorance and error, and to privilese without 
penance or diſturbance an odious crime whether of ignorance or ob- 
ſtinacy ? Hoy unjuſt alſo inflicting death and cxtirpation for the 
mark of circumſtantial purenefſs omitted, anq proclaiming all honeX 
and liberal indemnity to the a& of a{ubſtantial impurencls commir- 
ted, making void the covenant that was made againlt it, Thus if we 
conlider the tenor of the Law, to be circumcis'd and to periorm ail, 
not pardoning lo muca as the ſcapes of error and ignorance, anc 
compare this with the condition of the Golpel, Belicve ad be bapti- 
zcd, ]ſuppolc it cannot be lons ere we grant that the Jew was 
bound as ſtrictly to the performance of every duty as was poſſible, 
and therefore couid not be diſpenc'd with more then' the Chrittian, 
perhaps not ſo much, 
| GH AF. VI, 

Toiatthe Gofpcl is apter todiſpeace then the Law. Pargus anſwered. 

F then the Law will aFord no reafon why the Jew ſhould be more 

| gently dealt with then tne Chriſtian,then ſarcly the Golpel can af- 
ford as little why the Chriitian ſhould be lets gently dealt with then 
the Jew. The Golpcl indeed exborts to higheſt perfe&tion, but bears 
with weakeſt infirmity more then the Law. Hence thole invuloencies, 


All cannot receive thi ſaying, Evi y man bath his proper (ift, with Cx- 
preſs charges not to /ay on yokes woich our forofathirs ood d mer bear. 
The nature of man ill is as weak, and vetas bard,an. that weaknels 
and hardneſs as unfit and as unteachable to be harthly aicd as evr. 
[ but, faith Pare, there is a greater portion of {pirit poured apon' 
the Goſpel, which requires from us perfeRer obedience. 1 antwer, 
This docs not prove that the Law theretore might give allowance to 
{in more then the Goſpel ; and if it were no {in,ve know it the work 
of tne Spirit to wortzfic our corrupt deſires aud evil concupiſcence ;, but 

| not 
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"not to root up our natural afteRtions and difafieCtions moving to and 
iro even in wileſt men upon jult and necet!tary reaſon, which were 
"e true ground of that Moſeich, Intyence, and 1s the utmoſt extent 
6 pleading, What 1s more or eſs per 'cct we ditpute not, but 
what 13 {im orno fin. Andin that I fill affirm the Law required as 
periect obedience as the Goſpel. Belides,that the prime end of the 
Got PCi is not fo much to exact our obedience,as to reveal grace and 
the fatisfadion ofour diſobedience. What is now exacted from us,it 
15 the accuſing Lay that does it,cven yet under the Golpel, but can- 
not be more extreme to us now then to the Fews of oa {or «the Lav 
ever was of works,and the Golpel ever was of grace. 

Either then the Law by harmleſs and needful Difpences, which 
tic Golpel is now made to deny,muſt haveanticipated and exceeded 
the grace of the Goſpel, or clic muſt be found to have given politick 
anci ſuper cial graces without real pardon,layins in oeneral Do this 
and live, and yct deceiving and damning under þ and with unſound 
and. hollow permiſhons, which is utterly abhorring from the end of 
all Law,as hath been ſhewed. But if thoſe indulgences were lafe and 
finleſs out of tendernels and compaſhon,as indeed t| 1ey were,and yet 
{hall be abrogatcd by the Golpel,then the Law, whoſe end is by ri- 
Sor to magnifie orace,ihail it ſelf give grace, and pluck a fair plume 
from the Goſpel, inſtead Ot haſtning us thither, alluring us from it. 
And whereas the terror of the Law was as a ſervant to amplific and 
illuſtrate the mildnels of grace : now the unmildneſs of Evangelick 
Srace ſhall turn fervant to declare the grace and muldnels of the ri- 
gorous Law. Ihe Law vas harth to extoll the grace of the Goſpel, 
and now the Gofpel by a new affected itrianels of her own ſhall ex- 
tenuate the grace which her {elf offtcrs. For by exaQing a duty which 
the Layy difpens'd,if we perform it then is grace aiminifh'd, by how 
much pertormance advances, unlels the Apoſtle argue wrong : it we 
perform it not,and periſh for not performing,then are the conditions 
of grace harder then thoſe of rigor.If through Faith and Repentance 

we periſh not, yet grace ſtill remains the lets, by requiring that 
which rigor did not require, or at leaſt not ſo ſtrictly. Thus much 
therefore to Para 4, that ifthe Golpel require perfecter obedience 
then the Law as a duty, it exalts the Law and debaſes it ſelf, which 
is diſhonourable to the work of our Redemption. Seeing therefor 
that all the caules of any allowance that the Fews might have, 
remain as well to the Chr:ſtzans,this is a certain rule, that 1olong as 
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the cauſes remain the allowance ought. And having thus at length in- 
quired the truth concerning Law and Dilpence,their ends,their uſes, 
their limits,and in what manner both Few and Chri5t:z2 ſtand liable 
to the one, or capable ofthe other,we may ately conclude, that to 
affirm the giving of any Law or Lawlike Dilpence to fin for hard- 
nels of heart, is a doctrine of that extravagance from the ſage prin. 


ciples of piety, that whoto conliders throughly, cannot but admire 
how this hath been digeſted all this while. 


CHA FP. VI. 

T he true ſeafe how Moles ſuffered Divorce for hardneſs of heart 

V Hat may we do then to falve this ſceming inconiiſtence ? { 
muſt not diſlemble that I am confident it can be done no 
otner way then this : 

Moſes, Dent.2.4.1.eftabliſht a grave and prudent Law,full of moral 
equity, full of due conſideration towards Nature, that cannot be re- 
fifted, a Law conſenting with the Laws of wileſt men and civilet nati- 
ons, That when a man hath married a wife,if it come to paſs ke can- 
not love her by reaſon of fome diſplealing natural quality or unfit- 
neſs in her,let him write hcr a bill of divorce. The intent of which lay 
undoubtedly was this,that ifany good and peaceable man ſhould dit- 
cover ſome helpleſs diſagreement or diſlike either of mind or body, 
whereby he couldnot cheerfully perform the duty ofa husband with- 
out the perpetual difſembling of offence and diſturbanee to his ſpirit, 
rather then to live uncomfortably and unhappily both to himfelf 
and to his wite,rather then to continue undertaking a duty which he 
could not poſſibly dilcharge,he might dilmils her whom he could not 
tolerably and ſo not con{cionably retain. And this Iaw the Spirit of 
God by the mouth of Solomon, Prev.z0.21,23. teſtifies to be a good 
and a neceſfary Law, by granting it that A hated womzn (for lo tic 
Hebrew word ſign fies,rather then c4:0x4,though it come all to one) 
that A hated woman,when ſhe is married ts a thing that the earth canno: 
bear, What follows then but that the charitable Law muſt remedy 
what Nature cannot undergo ? Now that many licentious and hard 
hearted men took hold of this Law to cloke their bad purpoſes,is no- 
thing ſtrange to believe. And theſe were they, not for whom Aoſes 
made the Law,God forbid,but whole hardnets of heart taking ill ad- 
vantage by this Law,he held it better to luffer as by accident, where 
it could not be deteced,rather then good menſhould loſe their juſt 


and 
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and lawful privilege of remedy: Chriſt therefore having to anſwer 
theſe tempting Phariles,according as his cuſtom was, not meaning to 
morn their proud i#norance what ſes did inthe true intent of the 
law,which tacy had ul cited, fuppreitins tne true cauſe for which 
/Tofes Save t,and extending it to cvery ſlight matter;tels them their 
oWn,vwhat i7fes was torc'd toſuiter by their abute of his Law.Which 
i yt more plainif we mark that our Saviour in 1Zath. 5. citesnot 
tne Law of 7:ſes, but the Pharifaical tradition falſly grounded upon 
that Jaw. And in thoſe other places, Chap. 19.and fark, 10. the Pha- 
rites cite the Law, but conceal the wile and human reaſon there ex- 
preſt ; which our Saviour corrc&s not in them, whole pride deſerv*d 
not his inſtruction,only returns them yhat 15 proper to them; ſes 
Jor tre irapef of yorr reart frffer?dyouthat 1s,tuch as you to put away 
Jeur wives; andro you he wrote this precept tor that caule,which (70 yor) 
muſt be read with an impreſſion,and underſtood limitedly of {i;ch as 
cover'd 1i] purpoſes under that Lay : and it was tcatonable that they 
{bould hear their own unbounded licence rebuk'd, but not lealonable 
tor them to hear a good mans requiſite liberty explain'd, But us he 
hath taught better.if we have ears to hear. He himlelf acknowleds?'d 
It to be a Law,/Z:7k.10.and beins a law of God,it mult have an un- 
doubted end of charity, which maybe us'd with a pure heart ,agood conſei- 
ciicc,and faith unfeigned,as was heard : it cannot allow {in,but 1s pur- 
polely to reſiſt fin,as by the ſame chap.to T :mothy appears. Therewe 
learn alto rhar the Law 1s good if a man uſe it lawfully. Out of doubt 
tnen there muſt be a certain good in this Law which Jofes willingly 
ailow'd,and there might be an unlawful uſe made thereof by hypo- 
crites; and that was it which 20ſes unwillingly fuffer'd foreiecing it 
in general but not able to diſcern it in particulars. Chriſt therefore 
mentions not here what ſcs and the Law intended, for good men 
might know that by many other rules : and the ſcornful Phariles 
were not fit to be told, until they could imploy that knowledge 
they and leſs abuSvely.Only he acquaints them with what 2eſes by 
them was put to ſuffer. 
CHAP. Ia. | 
The words of the Inſtitution how to be wnderStood ; and of our Savi- 
ours anſwer to his Diſciples. 
ND to entertain a little their overweerins arrogance as beſt be- 
ftted,and to amaze them yet further,becauſe they thought itno 


hard matter to fulfil the Law, he draws them up to that unſeparable 


inſtitu- 
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A, Not mean, inftiturion which God ordain'd in the beginning before the fall, 
ettye tes, whe : man and woman were both perfe&t,and could have no caule 
cauſe fry toleperate : juſt as tn the ſame Chap, he ſtands not to contend with 
terel teas the arrogant young mat, who DOR ited is oblervance of the whole 
0ihis Lay: Law,whethcr indeed ne nad Kept it or not, but $Krue- tim up PIgncr 
Math, Pa to a task of that perfe tion, which no man 1s bound to MIrate. And 
ly row. in like manner that patern of the firſt inſtitution he ſet beiore 
Mark 19.0 the 0 pIntonative ?harilees to dazle them and not to bind us. For this 
vr, 1s a folid rule, that every command given with a reaſon, binds our 
obecience no 0therwile then that reaſon holds. Of this ſort was that 
command in Eaez Therefore ſhall a man cleave to his wife, and they 
b: \ Jhallbeone fleſh: which we ſee 1s no abſolute command, but with an 
SJ inference, Therefore: the reaſon then muſt be firſt conſider'd, that 
wy our obedience be not milobedience. The firſt is, for it is not ingle, 
united; becauſe the wife is to the Husband fleſh of b15 fleſh, as in the verſe go- 
Keionaletke: ing before. But this reaſon cannot be ſufficient of it ſelf; for why 
(,butiotkel, then ſhould he for his wife leave his father and mother, with whom 
explain, Bizz he is far »ore fleſh of fleſh, and bone of bone,as being made of their fub- 
mlelf acknoyls ſtance. And belides it can be but a forry and ignobleſociety of 11 e, 
Cit mutha;, whole inleperable injun*tion depends meerly upon fleſh and bon:s. 
nthxartgd; Therefore we muſt look higher, ſince Chriſt himſelf recalls us to the 
allow ſin,uts; beginning, and we ſhail 6nd that the primitive reaſon of never ai 
ly appears. Ther Vorcing was tnat lacred and not vai promiſe of God to remedy 
fl, Ourdk, MANS lonelineſs by 2king bi a meet velp for him, though not now in 
hich Moſergil: periection, as at firſt; yet fill inproportion as things now are. And 
"We theregſhrſ, Fs 1s repeated verl. 20. when all other creatures were fitly afſocia- 
rffer'd fore ted and brought to Ad.zm,as ifthe divine power had bin in ſome care 
Lars, Chriſt ther and deep thought, becauſe zhere was not yer fourd a help mect for man. 
ended, fr And can we 1o ſlightly deprels the all wite purpole of a delibera- 
ie fromſl fir 0108 God, as it his conlultation had produc'd no other good for man 
oy that hon but to joyn him with an accidental companion oi propagation, 
Tara which his fudden word had already made for every beaſt ? nay a 
LW WIRVES: fe Hef 00d to man it will be found, if ſhe muſt at all adventures 
be faſtned upon him individually. And therefore even plain ſenfe 
and equity,and which is above them both, the ail interpreting voice 
of Charity her ſelf cries loud that this primitive reaſon, this conſul- 


Ran realon ther. 
Perto them; y 


1 ) ard of 08 , 


, ted promiſc of God to make meet help, is the only cauic that gives 
arroganceat authority to this command ofnot divorcing, to be a command. And 
lethcy tough” It might be further added, that ifthe true definition of a wife were 
” to £0at wi, ask'd in £00d carneſt, this clauſe beins 4 meer he/p would ſheyy it ſelf 
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io neceſſary, and fo effential in that demonſtrative argument, that ix 
migat be Jogicaliy concluded : therefore ſhe who naturally and per- 
petuaily isno meet help can be no wife 5 which clearly takes away 
tne difticulry of diſmiſſing fuch a one. If this be not thought enough 
l anlwer yet further,that Marriage, unleſs it mean a fit and tolcrable 
Marriage, 1s not inleparable neither by nature nor inſtitution. Not 
by nature,tor then thofe o/.zick Divorces Fad been againſt nature, 
it {evarable and inleparable be contraries, as who doubts they be ? 
anG what 15 againſt nature is againſt Iaw,it foundeſt Philoſophy abuſe 
us not : by this reckoning oſes ſhould be moſt unmoſarch, that is, 
moſt illegal, not to fay moſt unnatural. Nor is it inleparable by the 
tirft inffitution : for then no ſecond inftitution in the lame law for ſo 
many cautes could diffolye it; it being mo unworthy a human 
{as Plato's judgment is in the fourth book of his Laws) much more a 
divine Lawgiver, to write twoſcveral Decrees upon the fame thing, 
but what would P/zro have deemed if the one of thele were good, 
the other evil to be done? Laſtly,tuppole it be infeparable by inſti- 
tution,yet in competition with higher things,as Religionand Charity 
in maineſt matters, and when the chict end 15 fruſtrate for which it 
was ordained, as hath been ſhewn, if ſtill it muſt remain inſeparable, 
it holgs a ſtrange and lawleſs propricty from all other works of God 
under heaven. From theie many coniiderations we may lafely ga- 
tacr,that{o much of the firſt inſtitution as or Saviour. mentions, for 
he mentioasnot all,wasbut to quell and put to 07 plz the tempting 
7hariiees,and to lay open their ignorance and {hallow underſtanding 
of the SCTIPtures. For, {aith he, I[Tave JC 710? read that he which mage 
then at the beginning, made them male and female, and ſaid, for this 
cauſe ſnall a man cleave to his wife ? which theſe blind ufurpers of 
AZoſes Chair could not gainfay : asif this ſingle reipe& of malc and 
female were {uſhcient againſt a thoutand inconveniences and mil- 
chiefs, to clos a rational creature to his endleſs forcow unrelin- 
quiſhably, under the guileful ſupericription of his intentled ſolace 


and comfort. What if they had thus anfwer'd ? Maſter,if thou mean 


to make wedlock as infeparable as it was from the beginning, let it 
be made allo a fit focicty, as God meant it, which we ſhall foon un- 
derſtand it ought to be, ifthou recite the whole reaſon of the Law. 
Doubtleſs our Saviour had applauded their juſt anſwer. For then 
they had expounded his command of Paradiſe, even as Moſes him- 
{elf expounds it by his Laws of Divorce, that is, with due and wile 
regard had to the premiſes andreaſons of the firſt command,accord- 
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ONaturglyy "9 to which, without unclean and temporizins permiſſions, he in- 


tracts us mn tis imperfect ſtate what we may latully do about Di- 


VOrce. 


But 1t it be tnought that the Diſciples offended at the rigor of 


{ Chritts anſwer, could yet obtain no mitigation of the former fun. 
tence prono::nc'd to the Pharitees,it may be iully an{wered, that our 
Saviour continues the fame reply to his Diſciples, as men leavencd 


% 


* with the ſame cuſtomary licence which the Pharilees matntamed,and 
MM: difpleaſed at the removins of a traditional abuſe, whereto they had 
\l foleng not unwiilinsly been uſed : it was no time thento contend 


with their ſlow an prejudicial belicf,in a thins wherein en ordinary 
meaſure of light in Scripture,with fome attention, might afterwards 
inform them well enough.. And yet cre Cariſchad finiihed this argu- 
ment, taey might have pick'd out of his own concluding words an 
aniwer more to their minds, and in effect the fame with that which 
hath been all this while intreatins audience: All men, laid he, car- 
zot receive this ſaying, ſave they to whom it 15 given « he that 1s able to 
receive it let him receive it, What ſaying is this which is left to a 
mans choice to receive or not receive ? what but the married lie? 
was our Saviour ſo mild and {o favourable to the weakneſs of a ling:'e 
man, and is he turn'd on the ſudden fo rigorous and incxo:able: to 
the diſtrefſes and extremities of an ill wedded man ? Did he ſo: gra- 
ciouſly giveleave to change the better ſinglelife for the worile mar- 
ried life ?2: Did he open fo to us this hazardous and accidental door 
of marriage to {hut upon us like the gate of death, without retract- 
ins or returnins, without permittins to change the worſt, moſt 1n- 


. ſupportable, moſt unyhriſtian miſchance of Marriage, for all the 


miſchiefs and ſorrows that canenfue, being an Ordinance which was 
Siven as a Cordial and Exhilarating Cup ot folace, the 
betten to bear our other croſſes and aMicions ? Queſtionlels this 
werea hardheartednels of undivorcing,worle then that in the Jews, 
waich they ſay extorted the allowance from A:ſcs, and 1s utterly 
diſſonant from all the Do&trine of our Saviour. After thele coni1- 
derations therefore to take a Law out of Paradite given in time of 
original perfec&tion,and to take it barely without thoſe juſtand equal 
inferences and reaſons which mainly eſtabliſh it, nor lo nmuch as ad- 
mittins thoſe needful and ſafe allowances wherewith ſes himiclt 
interprets it to the faln condition of man, argues notiing in us but 
raſhneſs and conternpt of thoſe means. that God leit us in kis pure 


and chaſte Law, without which it will-not be poſſible tor us to per-. | 


I : @ We form 
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torm the {tri impoſition of this command: or if we ſtrive beyond 


our ſtrength, we thali ſtrive to obey. it otherwiſe then God com- 


mands it. And Jamented Experience daily teaches the bitter and- 


vain fruits of tÞis our preſumption , forcing men in athing wherein 
we are not able to judge either of their ſtrength or of their ſuffer- 
ance. Whom neither one vice or other by natural addiction, but on- 
ly marriage ruins,which doubtlels is not the fautt of that Ordinance, 
for God gave it as a bleſſing, not always of mans milchuling ; it be- 
mg ancrror above wildom to prevent,as examples of wileſt men 1o 


miſtaken maniicſt : it is the lavlt there'ore of a perverſe Opinion 


that will have it continued in deſpight of Nature and Reafon, when 
mdecd it was never lo truly joynd. All thoſe Expolitors upon the 
fEith of Marthew confeils the Law of Joſes to be the Law of the 
Lord, wherein no addition or diminution hath place ; yet coming to 
the point of Divorce, as if they fear'd not to be ca'l'd leaſt in the 
Kinsdom of Heaven, any fligat evaſion will content them to recon- 
cile thoſe contradictions which they make between Chriſt and 1/e- 
ſes, between Chriſt and Chrilt, 


GE i» 8 
The vain ſnift ef thoſe who make the Law of Divorce to be onely 


the premiſes cf a ſucceeding Law. 


Ome will have it no Law, but the granted premiſes of another 

Law following, contrary to the words of Chriſt, Mak 1o.5. and 
all other Tranſlations of graveſt Authority, who render it in form.of 
a Law, agreeable to 1.2.16. as it is moſt ancient and modernly 
expounded. Beſides, the bill of divorce, and the particular occalion 
therein mention'd, declares it to be orderly and legal. And what 
avails this to make the matter more righteous, if ſuch an adulterous 
condition ſhall be mention'd to build a Lavy upon without either pu- 
niſhment or 1o much as forbidding : they pretend it is implicitly re- 
prov'd in thefe words, Deut.24. 4. after fhe is defil'd:, but who ſees 
not that this defilement is onely in reſpe&t of returnins to her for- 
mer Husþand after an intermixt Marriage ; elfe why was not the 
defiling condition firſt forbidden,which would have faved the labour 
of this after Law : nor is it feemly or ptouſly attributed to the Ju- 
{tice of God and his known hatred of fin, that fuch-a heinous fau't as 
this through all the Law ſhould be onely whipp'd with an implicite 
and oblique touch,(which yetis falſly tuppos'd) and that his peculiar 
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people ſhould be let wallow in adulterous Marriages alinoſt two 
thouſand years for want of a dire Law to prohibit them : *tis ra- 
ther to beconhidently aſſumed that this was granted to apparent ne- 
ce{hities, as being of unqueſtionable right and reafon in the Lai of 
Nature, in that it ſtill paſſes without inhibition, even when greateſt 
cauſe is given to us to expect itihould be direQtly forbidden. 


CHAT. Al. 
T he other ſhift of ſayins Divorce was permitted by Law, but not 
approv'd, MAore of the Inſtitution. 
BA T it was not approv*d.So much the worſe that it was allow'd, 
A Jas if lin had overmaſter'd the word of God.to conform her ſted- 
dy and ſtrait rule to fins crookedneſs, which is impoſſible. Beſides, 
what neededa poſitive grant of that which was not approv'd? itre 
ſtrain'd no liberty to him that could but ule a little fraud,it had been 
better filenc'd, unleſs jt were approv'd in lome-cale or other. But 
{till it was not approv'd. Miſerable Exculers | He who doth evil 
teat good may come thereby, approves not what he doth; and yet 
the grand rule forbids him, and counts his damnation juſt if ke do it. 


The Sorcereſs :dea did not approve Fer own evil doings, yet 


look'd not to be excus'd for that : and it is the conſtant Opinion of 
Plato's I rotagorus,and otter of hisD.alogues agrecing witi that Prc- 
verbial Sentence among the Greeks, that Vo mar is wicked willizely. 
Witch alfo the Perepatericks do rather diſtinguiſh then-deny. What 
great thank then if any man reputed wile and conſtant, will neither 


_ do nor permit others under his charge to do trat which he approves 


not, elpeclai;y in matter of fin. Burt for a Judge, but for a M:s1- 
ſtrate and Shepherd of his people, to iurrender up E15 approbation 
againſt Law and his own Judgment to the obſtinacy ol his heart, 
what more - un-Jucge-like, more un Magiſtrate-like, and in War 
more un-Commander-like ? Twice in a ſhort time it was the undo- 


Ing of the Roman State, firſt when Pompey, next when Aarcus brute, 


had not magnanimity enough but to make ſo poor a reſignation of 
what they approy'd, to what the boiſterous 1ribunes and Souldiers 
bawPd for. Twice it was the lavins of two the greateſt Common- 
wealths in: the world, of Arhens by Themiſtecles at the Sea fight 


of Salamis:;, of Rome by Fabins Maximus in the Punick War, tor 


that thefe two matchleſs Generals had the fortitude at home a- 
Sainlt the raſhneſs and the clamours of their own Captains and 
Contederates, to withſtand the Going or permitting.ot what they 

H ; could 
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could not approv e in their duty of their great command. Thus far 
ot Civ prudence. But when we lpeak of fin, let us look again 
upon the old reverend Elz; who in his heavy puniſhment found no 
ciFercnce between the doing and permitting of what he did not ap- 
prove If hardnets of heart in the people may bean excuſe , why 
tacn 1s Pzlar branded through all memory ? He approv'd not what 
he did* he openly proteſted, | he waſh'd his-hands and laboured not a 
little, ere he would yield to the hard hearts of a whole people, both 
Princes and Plebeans importuning and tumulting even to the fear of 
a revolt. Yet is there any will undertake his caule ? If therefore 7;- 
[ttortufferins but one a&t of cruelty againſtIaw, though with much 
unwillingnels teſtify? d, at the violent demand of a whole Nation a 
hall and fo black upon record to all poſterity ? Alas tor Moſes1 
or at ihall we ſay tor him, white we are taupnt to believe he {uſfer'd 
not one a: onely both of cruelty and uncleannels in one divorce, 
but made it a plain and lating lav againt law ,whereby ten thouſand 


1s accounted both cruel and uncle ean, might be daily committed, 


and this without the leaſt ſuit or petition of the people that we can 
read of. 

And can we conceive witnout vile thoughts, that the Majeſty and 
Holineſs of God could endure lo many ages to Sratifie a ſtubborn 
peoplein tie practice of a foul polluting Gn,and could heexpett they 
thould abſtain, he not Iignitying his mind in a plain command, ar 
luci time eſpecially when he as iraming their lazys and them to all 
poſſible pertection ? But they were to look back to the. firſt inſtitu- 
tion, nay rather way was not that individual inſtitution brought out 
of Paradile, as was that of the Sabbath, and repeated in the body. oi 
tne Law, that men might have underſtood it to be a command * ior 
that any fentence that bears the relemblance of a precept, let there 
10 out of place in another world at ſuch a diſtance from the whole 
Law, and not once mention'd there, ſhould be an obliging command 


to us, 15 very ditputable, and perhaps it might be deny'd. to be a 
command witnout further diſpute : however, it commands not ablo- 
lutely, as hath bin clear'd, but onely with reference to that prece- 

dent promiſe of God, which is the very ground of his inſtitution; 
if that appear not in{ome tolerable lort, how can we affirm ſuch a 
matrimony to be the ſame which God inſtituted? In {uch anaccident 
it will beſt behoove our ſoberneſs to follow rather what moral $:74: 
preſcibes equal to our ſtrength, then fondly to think. within our 
ſtrength all that loſt Paradiſe relates. 
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CHAP. All. 
The third ſhift of then who eſteem it a meer Fudicial Law. 
 Prov'd again to be a Law of moral equity. 
| Nother while it ſhall ſuſtice them,that it was not a Moral but a 
_ A Judicial Law and fo was abrogated. Nay rather not abroga- 


ted becauſe Judicial 5 which Law the Miniſtry of Chriſt came not to 


deal.with. And who putit in mans power to exempt, where Chriſt - 
{peaks in gencral of not abrogating the leaſt jot or tittle, and in ſpecial 
not that of Divorce, becaule it follows among thoſe Laws whica he 
premis'd expreſly not to abrogate,but to vindicate from abulive tra- 
ditions : which is moſt evidently to beſeenin the 16 of Luke, where 
this caution of not abrogatins is inſerted immediately,and not other- 
wile then purpolely,when no other point of Lary is touch'd but that 
of Divorce. Andif we mark the 31 verſe of Mat.s. he there cites 
not the Law of Moſes, but the licentious Gloſs which traduc'd the 
Law ; that therefore which he cited, that heabrogated,andnot only 
abrogated but difſallowed-and flatly condemned, which could not be 
the Law of 1oſes,for that had been foully to the rebuke of his great 
Servant. To abrogate a Law made with Gods allowance,had been to 
tell us onely that fuch a Law was now to ccate : but to refute it with 
an lgnominious note of civillizing adultery, caſts the reproof, which 
was meant onely to the Pharifees,even upon him that made the Law. 
But yet ifthat be Judicial which belongs to a Civil Court, this Law 
is leſs Judicial then nine of the ten Commandments : for Antiquaries 
afthrm,that Divorces proceeded amons the Jews without knowledge 
of the Magiſtratc,onely with Hands and Seals under the teſtimony of 
ſome Rabbi's to be then pretent. Perkins in aT reatiſe of Conſcience 


» Srants,that what in the Judicial Law is of common equity, binds al- 


fo the Chriſtian : and how to judpe of tis preicribes two ways , li 
wile Nations have enacted the like Decree: Or if it maintain the 
So0d of Family,Church,or Commonwealth. This therefore is a pure 
moral ecoxomical Law, too haſtily impute!] of toleratins {in ; being 
rataer ſo clear in nature and reaſon, that it was left to a mans own 
arbitrement to be determined between God and his own conlcicnce ; 
not only among the Jews, but in every wile Nation: the reſtraint 


whereof, who is not too thick hghted, may fee how hurtful and di- 


ſtractive it is to the Houle,the Church,and Commonwealth. And that 
power which Chriſt never took from the Maſter of a Family, but re- 
ified onely toa right and wary uſe at home ; that power the undi- 

ſcernns 
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icerning Canomilt hath improperly uſurpt into his Court leet,and be- 
IcribbPd with a thouſand trifiingimpertinencies, which yet have filld 
thc lite of man with ſerious trouble and calamity. Yet grantit were 
oi 01d a juiticial Law, it need not be the leſs moral for that, beins 
converiant as jt is about vertucor vice. And our Saviour diſputes not 
here the julicature, for that was not his office, but the mortality of 
Divorce, whether it be Adultery orno ; ifthercforc he touch the 
Law of 7Ze/cs at all,he touches the .moral part thereof, whichis ab- 
lurd to imagine,that the Covenant ofGrace ſhould reform the exact 
and perfect Law of Works, eternal and immutable ; or ifhe touch 
nottne Lay at all, then is not the allowance thereo! difallow'd tous. 


| GH AF.  Aill 
1 «::$s 8 . . ' 
7 122 7ia:ic:ulous Opinion that Divorce 'was permitted 'from the cuſtorn in 
 gypt. ThatMoles gave nit this Law univillizely. Perkins 
confeſſes this Law was not abrogated. 
( Thers are ſo ridiculous as to allege that this licenſe of divorcing 


- - 


*% . 


«[£ was given them becaule- they were-ſo accuſtom'd in eL2ypr. 
As if aniil- cuſtom werg to be kept to all poſterity ; for the Diſpen- 
{ation 1s both.univerſaland of time unlimited, and fo indeed no Dil- 
penfation atall ; for the over dated Dilpenſation of a thing unlaw- 
ful ſerves fornothins but to increaſe hardnels of heart, & makes men 
but wax more incorrigtble, which were a great reproach to be ſaid 


of any Law or Allowance that God ſhould give us. In theſe Opini-: 


ons it would be more Religion to advite well, leſt we make our 
lelves juſter:then God, by cenſurins raſhly that for fin which his un- 
ipotted Law without rebukes allows, and his people without bein 

contcious of ditpleaſins him have us*d. And if we can think fo of 24c- 


fes, as that the Fewrſh. obſtinacy could compel him to write ſuch im- : 


pure permiſſions againſt the Word of God and his own judgment, 
<oubtlels it was his part to have proteſted publickly wnat ſtraits he 
was drivento, and to have declar'd his conicience when he gave any 
Law againſt his mind; for the Law is the Touchſtone of {in and of 
confcience,and muſtnot be intermix'd with corrupt Indulgences ; for 
then it loſes the greateſt praiſe it has of being certain and infallt- 
ble,not leading into error, as the Fews wereled by this Connivence 
of Moſes, if it were a Connivence. But ſtill they fly back to the 
primitive Inſtitution, and would have us re-enter Paradiſe againſt 


the Sword that guards it. WhomlI again thus reply to, that the place | 


in Geneſis contains the deſcription of a fit and perfe&t Marriage,with 
an 
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Reſtor'd to the good of both Sexes. $7 
ich op, an intercict of ever divorcing ſuch a union; but wherenature is dit-- 
"Shop i cover*d to have never joyn'd indecd,but vehemently ſecks to part,it 
A A. "ah "t cannot be there conceive that God forbids it, nay he commands it 
Your Gi « both inthe Law and in the Prophet Malachy,which is to be our rule. 
q "ira = And Perks upon this Chapter of Matthew deals plainly, that our 
are het ny Saviour here contutcs not Moſes Law, but the falle Glofles that de- 
"W = : prav'd the Law which beins true, Perkgns muſt needs grant, that 
| *H : 6 ſomething then is left to that Law which Chrift found no fault with 
.. "ee and what can that be but the conlcionable ule of fuch liberty as the 
| ny l he ln. plain words import ? Sothat by his own inference Cirift did not ab- 
 Walow'tos folutely intend to reſtrain all Divorces to the only caule of Adultery. 
This therefore is the true {cope of our Saviours will, that he who 
looks upon theLaw concerninsDivorce,ſhould allo look back upon 
'n thecafem ; the Inſtitution,that he may endeavour what is perfeteſt: and he that 
ily, Perkins looks upon the Inſtitution ſhall not refuſe as ſinful and unlawful 
q thoſe allowances which God affords himin his following Law.,leſt he 
Kenieo!droti; make himſelfpurer then his Maker,and prefuming above ſtrength ſlip 
ſtom'd in /; into temprations irrecoverably.For this is wonderful, that in all thoſe 
; fortheDips Decrees concerning Marriage God ſhould never once mention the 
fo indeed no) prime Inſtitution to diſſuade them from divorcing,and that he ſhould 
of athing ls forbid ſmaller fins as oppoſite to the hardneſs of their hearts,and let 
cart, makesne this adulterous matter of Divorce pals ever unreproved. 
eproachto beſs: ** This is alſo to be marvelled, that ſecing Chriſt did not condemn 
5 Intheſe Op: whatever it was that 2Zofes ſuffered,and that thereupon the Chriſtian 
& we make © Magiſtrate permits Uſury and open Stews,and here with us Adulte- 
rm whichbs2 xy to beſo ſlightly puniſhed which was publiſhed by death to theſe 
ple without det hard hearted Jews, why weſhould train thus at the matter of Di- 
10 think ſo of vorce,which may ſtand fo much with charity to permit,and make no 
to write fuckin teruple ro allow Ufury eſteem'd to be ſo much againſt charity. But 
is 00 jucgnes, This 1t is to embroyl our felves againſt the righteous and ali-wile 
ly what ſask Judgments and Statutes of God ; which are not variable and contra- 
«hen hegiez T10uS, as we would make them, one while permitting anc! another 
tone of [node WABHe forbidding, but are moſt conſtant and moſt harmoniouscach to 
ndulpencs; other.For how can the uncorrupt and majeſtick Law of God, bearing 
«rzin and infill in her hand the wages of life and death, harbour ſuch a repugnance 
his Comment Within her ſelf,as to require an unexempted and impartial obedience 
fy hack to th £0 all her Decrees,either from us or from our Mediator,and yet de- 
paradiſe agaid Dale her falf to faulter ſo many ages with circumcis'd Adulteries by 
io that thepl unclean and ſlubbering permiſſions, 


Marriage! 1 CHAP. 
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Vice, 
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CHAP. XIV. | 
That Beza's Opinion of regulating ſin by Apoſtolick Law cannot 
be ſound. 
\ ET Beza's Opinionis, that a politick Law (but what politick 
1 Lawl know not, unlets one of 37z7cozavel's) may regulate ſin; 
may hear indeed, 1 grant with impericction for a time, as thoſe Ca- 
tons of ine Apoſtles did in Ceremonial things : but as for ſin, the ef- 
{CNCc Of tf Cannot conlilt with rule; and it the Law fail to regulate 
{in and not to take it utterly away, itnecetlarily confirms and eſta- 
bliſhes fin. To make a regularity of fin by Law, either the Law muſt 
ſKtreighten {in into no {in, or {in muſt crook tne Law intono Law. 
The Judicial Lay can ſerve to no other end then to be the Protc&or 
and Champion of Reltgion and honeſt Civility, as is ſet down plainly 
Roms. 13. and is but the arm of Moral Law,which can no more be ſe- 
parate from juſtice then juſtice from vertue, Their office alſo in a dif- 
terent manner ſtecrs the lame courle ; the one teaches what is good 
by precept,tic other unteaches what is bad by puniſhmenr. But if 
we Sive way to politick Diſpenſations of lewd uncleanneſs, the firſt 
Sood conſequence of luch a relax will be the juſtifying of Papal Stews, 
joyndwith a toleration of epidemick whoredom. Juſtice muſt revolt 
from the end of her authority,and become the patron of that where- 
of ſhe was created the puniſher. The example of Uſury,which is com- 
monly alleged, makes againſt the allegation which it brings, as I 
touch'd before. Beſides that Uſury, ſo much as is permitted by the 
Magiſtrate, and demanded with common equity, is neither again{t 
the Word of God, nor the rule of charity, as hath been often dit- 
cuis'd by men of eminent learning and judgment. There muſt be 
therefore lome other example found out to ſhew us wherein civil 
policy may with warrant from God ſettle wickednels by Law, and 
make that lawful which is lawleſs. Although I doubt not but upon 
deeper conlideration, that which is true in Phyſick will be found as 
true in Policy,that as of bad Pulſes thoſe that beat moſtin order are. 
much worſe then thoſe that keep the moſt inordinate circuit, fo of 
popular vices thoſe that may be committed legally,will be more per- 
nicious then thole that areleftto their own courſe at peril,not under 
a ſtinted privilege to fin orderly and regulacly, which is an implicite 
contradiction, but under due and fearleſs execution of puniſhment. 
The political Law,fince it cannot regulate vice,is to reſtrain it by 
_ uſing all means to root it out-But if it ſuffer the weed to grow upto 
ons any 
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| any pleaſurable or contented hei 
Mick Lay .,, Taſtens the root, it d height upon what pretext ſoever, it 
®: Let no mandoub Herefs na Eres VID 2 ite veer « good plant 
quan operon! roryom poplar 
? E or ; 
May rope: hearts, when thole worle faults , retc 1 pong to the harcening of 
atine, 6.4. ted, by who ſo dares under ans cd to be feard are commit- 
busfrſs: thoſe lefs faults tolerated for frar s pony wy aprnh =O 
TOO WM arcen their faces 
ai fail tg a their hearts onely, under the prote&t1 3 
K ER gs 10n of publick authorit 
© what | oe. x PUDUCK AUTNOTLLY. For 
roland: prrker depho 
ther thel.y: nding from her Sceptred Royalty) 
Man > inſtead of congque 
eLawinoy, S {hould compound and treat with fin </ ; wa, bene 
; | 2a er eternal adverlary and 
to be thefts rebel, upon ignoble terms? or as if the Ju Jie ry and 
? DE UC Tt : . icial Law were like that 
$15 (et Cong! untruſty Steward in the Goſpel, and inſtead of calling 1 af 
' his moral maſter,ſhould gi , and inſtead of calling in the dChts of 
can 10 mark þ.crg ſter,ſhould give out ſubtile and ſly Acqui 
OM himtelf from beggins ? Kd ily Acquittances to Keep 
Ir office alſph: eggins ? Orlet us perſon him like {; 
© a0 nerary Judge,who t TICE | ome wretched Itt- 
aches white 41 ge,who to gratifie his Delinquents beiore hi 
> web; them baſely break his h 2 ple ures Doehey"pern 
untament, | £ is head, left they ſhould pull him fi 
% 5 and throw him over th P m from the Bench 
leannel, th "W NIN r the Bar. Unleſs we had rather think 
cannels, i: and ink both Moral 
Wins of rd Judicial full of malice and deadly purpoſe conſpir'd 
J1g01148% Debtor {/raelzte,;the Seed of Ab; arrodioy Tong 
Julicemis farrered with 4 rene OO PS a bankrupt ſcore, 
atron ofthatiii be h eninaring Dilcharges,that fo he might 
aled to a more cruel forfei charges,that 1o he might 
Ufuryshichis _ ruel forfeit for all the indulge vi 
qnlidix thoſe Judicial Acqui | | EIT AT TERES OREN 
HO tments had engaged him 1 
ich it brins,; þe tha 1 ngaged him in. No no, this cannot: 
0 nermitted t the Law, whole integrity and faithfulnels 1 , 
$ 18 permirieus: ſhould be either the ſhameleſs broker of our i gains rod, 
Es tended infirunient of our defiry w_ "8 L- our GO, or the in- 
hath been ofte r . Ihe method of hol -ecti- 
noſteii on, ſuchas became the Commonyealth of 7/7ael, is not y correcti 
f, There mil with {fin to C4 itulat dhj ; Yaet, 1SNOLTO bribe {in 
ew ve nherent more n Ke : + | e and hire out one Crime with another : but with 
ET. le and graceful ſeverity then Poprlisthe Roma? 
ines by Layi with Artiochto limit and | | omar Legat uſed 
WE Ott vertue.wich  SarrFeg s and level out the dire way from vice to 
le or indent! ohteſt and exacteſt lines on either ſide Ore 
ick ill befou: or indenting ſo much as tothe ri , Not winding 
+ moſtin ord indeed and InſurreRion — _ Net. _— 7 VN TINS 
Le k e Law to ſufter what 
+ circuit, © Mend 5 bu ; Sag what it cannot 
© bemare and of por ae oe” ohne : ” "en "can he 
: RET. * rake $ he ever concluded 
of Wall | as a truth that 
hi ; = ; outlive the faith of thoſe that ſeek to bear it down oy 
'N Dh FF 
i0n 0l punſhne 
e15t0 reſtrain! | | 
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CHAT..-AV; 
That Divorce was not given for Wrves onely,as Beza and Pargus 
| write. Moreof the InStitution, 
Aftly, if Divorce were granted, as Beza and others fay,not for 
, Men, but to releaſe afflicted Wives ; certainly it isnot onely a 
Diſpenſation,but a moſt merciful Law,and why it thould not yet be 
in force, being wholly needful, I know not what can be in caule but 
ſenſlets cruelty. But yet to lay, Divorce was granted for relief of 
Wives ratiier then of Husbands,is but weakly conjetur'd,and isma- 
nifeſtly the extreme ihif of a huddled expoſition. Whenas it could 
not be found how hardnels of heart ſhould be leflen'd by li- 
berty of Divorce,a fancy was devis'd to hide the flaw by comment- 
ins that Divorce was permitted onely tor thenelp of Wives. Palpa- 


bly uxorious ! who can be ignorant that Woman was created for 


 Man,and not Man for Woman and that a Husband may be injur'd 


as inlufferably in marriage as a Wite 2 What an injury is it after 
wedlock not to be belov'd,what to be ſlighted, what to be contente] 
with in point of houle rule who ſhall be the head, not for any parity 
of witdom, for that wereſomething reaſonable, but out of a female 
pride? ſuffer not laith S. Paul,the woman to uſurp antority over the man, 
If the Apoſtle could not ſuffer it,into what mould is he mortified that 
can ? Solomon ſaith, That 2 bad wife is to her huzband as rottenneſs to 
his bones,a continual dropping. Better awellin the corner of the houſe top, 
& in the wilderneſs, then with ſuch a one. Whoſo hideth her hideth the 


wind,and one of the four miſcehiefsthat the earth caunot bear.lf the Spi- 


rit of God wrote ſuch aggravations as theſc,and (as may be gueſt by 
theſe ſimilitudes) countels the man rather to divorce then to live 
with ſuch a collegue ; and yet on the other {ide expreſſes nothing of 
the wifes ſuffering with a bad husband.lIs it not moſt likely that God 
in his Law had more pity towards man thus wedlock*d,then towards 
the woman that was created for another ? The ſame Spirit relates to 
us the courſe which the edes and Perſians took by occaſion of 
VY aſhti,whole meer denial to come at her husbands ſending loft her 
the being Queen any longer, and let up a wholeſom Law, that every 
an ſhould bear rule in his own houſe. And the Divine Relater ſhews 
us not the leaſt ſign of diſliking what was done ; how ſhould be, it 
Moſes long before was nothing leſs mindful of the honour and pre- 
eminence due to man.So that to ſay Divorce was granted for Wo- 
man rather then Man, was but fendly invented.Eſteeming therefore 


[0 


Wo q 
phenhi preg 6 
id bx enb 0d 
veflcol tents 
- rexinoſte 120, 
cearomn ele £01 
Wien Nl 


TP: 
be lhery KIA | 


| prcapientd 6 


ecdnt; antes 
xlantecrejunt! 
rite 
att lanenet 


| ct] 


FarainaNet 


node bf 
ONReNBTOWr) 
cons othate 


On edrind 
"ttm Gi 


it Fl I 
| Woo \ 
SN, 


STanted for " 
Onſet at; 
On, \\ lens lt 
| be leſſer} h 
ie fawbycy: 
UpofWr,; 
MAN Was (rex: 
and mayls; 
a jury kj; 
'Whattobecr 
ad, not for gy 
e, Dut out of; 
) ator: 
16 is he mart; 
aband a5 
correr oftixly. 
pfo hide lrg 
\ Cannit beardt: 
nd (as maybeg? 
) CivOrce then! 
le expreſſesn: 


t moſt likely th 


edlock'dynenty 


» ame Spitte: 
s took by 00: 


hands ſending ts 


Jleſom Lav, jt 
\ Divine Relate! 


# nov ſhouk: 
f the fonour # 


Reſtlor'd to the good of both Sexes, G1 


to have aſſerted thus an injur*'d Law of Moſes from the unwarranted 
and guilty name of a Diſpenlation, to be again a moſt equal and re- 
quiſite Law,we have the Word of Chriſt himfelf, that he camenot 
to alter the leaſt tittle of it ; and ſignifies no ſmall diſpleaſure againſt 
him that ſhal teach to do ſo.On which relying Iſhal not much waver 
to affirm,that thoſe words which are made to intimatec,as if they for- 
bad all Divorce but for Adultery, (though ſes have conſtituted 
otherwiſe) thoſe words taken circumicriptly, without regard to any 
precedent law of Moſes or atteſtation of Chriſt himfelf, or without 
care to preſerve thole his fundamental and ſuperiour laws of nature 
and charity, to which all other Orcinances sive-up their ſeal, are as 
much againſt plain equity and the mercy of religion, as thoſe words 
of Take,eat,th!s is my body,elementally underſtood,are againſt nature 
and ſente. 

And ſurely the reſtoring of this degraded Law hath well recom- 
penc'd the diligence was us'd by enlightning us further to find out 
wherefore Chriſt took off the Pharitees from alleging the Law, and 
referr'd them tothe firſt Inſtitution,not condemning,altering,or abo- 
liſhins this precept of Divorce,which is plainly moral,for that were 
againft his truth, his promiſe,and his prophetick office;but knowing 
how fallaciouſly they had cited and concea[l'd the particular and na- | 
tural reaſon of the Law, that they might juſtifie any froward reaſon 
of their own,he lets go that Sophiſtry unconvinc'd,tor that had beer 
to teach them elſe,which his purpole was not. And ſince they had ta- 
ken a liberty which the Law gave not, he amuſes and repels their 
tempting pride with a perfeQion of Paradiſe, which the Lay re- 
quir'd not 3 not thereby to oblige our performance to that whereto 
the Law never enjoyn'd the fallen eſtate of Man for if the firſt Inſti- 
tution muſt make wedlock whatever happen,inſeparable to ugit muſt 
make it alſo as perfect as meetly helpful, and as comfortable as God 
promis'd it ſhould beat leaſtin ſome degree; otherwile it is not e- 
qual or proportionable to the ſtrength of man, that he ſhould be re- 
duc'd into {uch indiffoluble bonds to his aſſured miſery, if all the 0- 
ther conditions of that covenant he manifeſtly alter'd. 

CHAP. &aVl- 
How to be underſtood that they muſt be one fleſh : and how that 
thoſe whom God hath joyn'd Man ſhould not ſunder. 


was pranted it" Ne he faith, they »uft be one fleſh, which, when all conjefuring 


Ac Eſteemuy ti 


is done, will þe found to import no more but to make legiti- 
: mate 
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mate and good the carnal aR, which clic might feem to have ſome- 
thing of pollution in it ; and infers thus much over;,that the fit union 
of their louls be fuch as may even incorporate them to love and ami- 
ty : but that can never be where no Correſpondent is of the mind ; 
nay,inſtcad of being one fleſh, they will be rather two carcaſes chain'd 
unnaturally tosether ; or, as it may happen,a living foul bound to a 
dead corps, a puniſhment too like that inflicted by the Tyrant 1e- 
2<#t114 lo little worthy to be received as that remedy of lonelinels 
which God meantus. Since we know it 15 not the joyning ofanother 
body will remove lonelincts, but the uniting of another compliable 
mind,and that it 1s no bleſſing but a torment,nay a baſe and brutiſh 
condition to be one fleſh, unlets where a nature can in ſome nature 
fix a unity of Dilpolition. The meaning thereof of theſe words, For 
this cauſe ſhall a man leave his father and his mother, and ſhall cleave to 
his wife,was firit to ſheyy us the dear affection which naturally grows 
in every not unnatural Marriage, even tothe 1: aving of parents, or 
other familiarity whatſoever.Next,it juſtifies a man in fo doing, that 
nothing is done undutifully to father or mother. But he that thould 
be here ſternly commanded to cleave to his error,a dilpolition which 
to his he finds will never cement a quotidian of forrow and diſcon- 
tent in his houſe, let us be excus'd to pauſe a little, and bethink us 
every way round ere we lay ſuch a flat Soleciſm upon the gracious, 
and certainly not inexorable, not ruſhleſs and flinty Ordinance of 
Marriage.For inthe meaning of theſe words muſt be thus block'd u 

within their own letters from all equityand fair deduQion,they will 
{lerve then well indeed their turn, who affirm Divorce to have been 
granted onely for wives ; whenas we fee no word ofthis Text binds 
Women, but Men onely,what it binds. No marvel then if Salomith 
(Siſter to Herod) lent a Writ of Eaſe to Caftobarms her Husband, 


which (as 7o/ephw thereatteſts) was lawful only to Men. No marvel 


though Placidia the Siſter of Honorius threatned the like to Earl 
Conſtantin for a trivial caule, as Photi relates from Olympiodors. 
No marvel any thing if Letters muſt be turn'd into Paliladoes, to 
itake out all requiſite ſenſe from entrins to their due enlargement. 
Laſtly,Chriſt himſelf tells who ſhould not be put afunder,namely, 
thoſe whom God hath joyn'd. A plain ſolution of this great contro- 
verſte,if menwould but uſe their eyes ; for when is it that God may 
be {aid to joyn,when the parties andtheir friends conſent ? No ſure- 


iy,for that may concur to lewdeſt ends,Or is it when Churches Rites 
are 
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are finiſh'd ? Neither; for the efficacy of thoſe depends upon the 
preſuppoled fitnels of either party.Perhaps after carnal knowledge ? 
Leaſt ofall; for that may joyn perſons whom ncither Law nor Na- 
ture dares joyn: 'tis left, that only tnen when the minds are fitly diſ- 
poſed and enabled to maintain a chearful converſation, to the folace 
and love of each other, accordins as God intended and promiſed in 
the very firft foundation of Matrimony, I will make him a help meet 


for him; for furely what God intended and promiſed, that onely can 


be thought to be his joyning,and not the contrary. So likewiſe the 
Apoſtle witneſleth 1 Cor.7.15. that in Marriage God hath called 1s to 


peace. And doubtleſs in what refpe& he hath call'd us to Marriage,in 


that alſohe hath joyn'd us. The reſt, whom either diſproportion or 
deadnels of {pirit,or ſomcthing diſtaſteful and averſe in the immuta- 
ble bent of Nature renders conjugal,error may have joyn'd,but God 
never joyn'd againſt the meaning of his own Ordinance. And if he 
joyn'd them not; then is there no power above their own conſent to 
hinder them from unjoyning,when they cannot reap the {obreſt ends 
of being together in any tolerable {ort.Neither canit be laid proper- 
ly that luch twain were ever divorc'd, but onely parted irom each 
other,as two perſons unconjunftive and unmarriable together.But if, 
whom God hath made a fit help,forwardneſs or private injuries hath: 
made unfit, that being the ſecret of Marriage God can better judge 
then Man,neither is Man indeed fit or able to decide this matter : 
however it-be,undoubtedly a peaceful Divorce is alels evil, and lets 
in ſcandal then a hateful hardhearted and deſtructive continuance of 
Marriage in the judgment of ſes and of Chriſt, that juſtifies him 
in chuſing the lefs evil, which it it were an honeſt and civil prudence 
in the Law.,what is there in the Goſpel forbidding ſuch a kind of le- 
gal wiſdom, though we ſhould admit the common Expolitors ? 


CHAP, AVI. 

The Sentence of Chriſt conceraing Divorce how to be expounded. 

What Grotius hath obſerved, Other Additions. 
Aving thus unfolded thoſe ambiguous Reaſons, wherewith. 
Chriſt (as his wont was) gave to the Phariſees that came to 
{ound him ſuch an anſwer as they deferv'd, it will not be uncaſie to- 
explain the Sentence it ſelfnow that follows,Whoſoever ſhall put away 
his wife, except it be for fornication, and ſhall marry another,committeth 
adultery. Firſt therefore ] will ſet down what is 9þlery'd þy Grote 
upon: 
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upon this point,a man of general learning.NextI produce what mine 
own thoughts gave me betore 1 had ſcen his Annotations. Origen, 
faith he, notes that Chriſt nam'd Adultery rather as one example of 
other-[ike cates,then as one onely cxception. And that it 15trequent 
not onely in human but in divine Laws, to expreſs one kind of fact, 
whereby other caufes of like nature may have the like plea,as Exed. 
21.18,10,20,26, Dext.19.5, And from the Maxims of Civil Law he 
{hcis, that even in ſharpeſt Penal Laws the ſame reatoa hath the ſame 
right ; and in gentler Laws, that from like cauſes to like the Lay in- 
terprets rightly. But it may be objeRed, {auth he, that nothing de- 
ſtroys the end of wedlock to much as adultery.To which he anſwers, 
that Marriage was not ordain'd only for copulation, but for mutual 
help and contfort of lite: and if we mark diligently the nature of our 
Saviours commands,we {hall find that both their beginning and theix 
end conſiſts in charity 5 whole will is that we ſhould be to Soo0d to 
others,as that we be not cruel to our lelves. And hence it appears 
why ark and Luke, and S.Paul to the Corinthians, mentioning this 
precept of Chriſt adde no exception : becauſe exceptions that ariſe 
from natural equity are included ſilently under general terms : it 
would be con'ider'd therefore whether the ſame equity may not 
have place in other cafes lels frequent. Thus far he. From hence is 
what I adde : firſt,that this ſaying of Chriſt, as it is uſually expound- 


ed,can be no law at all, that a man for no caufe ſhould ſeparate but 


for adultery, except it be a ſupernatural law, not binding us as we 
are had it been the lay of nature,cither the Fews, orſome other wiſe 
and civil nation would have prels'd it : or let it be fo,yet that law, 
Deut.24.1. whereby a man hath leave to part, whenas for juſt and 
natural cauſe difcover'd he cannot love,is a law ancienter and deeper 
ingraven in blameleſs nature then the other : therefore the inſpired 
Lawgiver Moſes took care that this ſhould be ſpecified and allowed : 
the other he let vanifh in ſilence, not once repeated in the volum of 
his Law, even as the realon of it vaniſh'd with Paradiſe. Secondly, 
this can be nonew command, for the Goſpel enjoyns no new morali- 
ty,lave onely the infinite enlargement of charity,which in this reſpe& 
is called the mew commandment by S, Fohn, as being the accompliſh- 
ment of every command. Thirdly ,it is no command of perfection fur- 
zher then it partakes of charity,which is the bond of perfeftion. Thoſe 
commands thereiore which compell us to ſelf cruelty above our 
frength,to hardly will help forward to perfeRion,that they hinder 
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_ vorce,except Fornication. And that we may learn better how to va- 
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and ſet backward in all the common rudiments of Chriſtianity, as 
was prov'd. It being thus clear, that the words of Chriſt can be no 
kind of command as they are vulgarly taken, we ſhall now fee in 
what ſenſe they may be a command, and that an excellent one, the 
lame with that of 24/es,and no other. oſes had granted that onely 
for a natural annoyance,defe&,or diſlike,whether in body or mind, 
(for ſo the Hebrew words plainly note) which a man could not force 
himſelf to live with, he might give a bill of divorce, thereby forbid- 
ding any other cauſe wherein amendment or reconciliation might 
have place. This Law the Phariſees depraving extended to any ſlight 
contentious cauſe whatlocver. Chriſt therefore ſeeins where they 
ha'ted urges thenegative part ofthat Law, which is neceſſarily un- 
derſtood (ior the determinate permiſſion of ofes binds them from 
farther licence) and checking their fupercilious drift, declares that 
no accidental, temporary,or reconcilable offen: e[exceot tornication) 
can juſtifie a Divorce. He touches not here thoſe natural and perpe- 
tual:hindrances of ſociety,whether in body or mind,which arenot to 
be remov'd for ſuch as they are apteſt to caule an unchanseable of- 
ſence 1o arc they not capable of reconcilement becaulenot of amend- 
ment: they do not break indeed,but they annihilate the bands of mar- 
riage mo: ethenAdultery.For that fault committed arguesnot always 
a hatred either natural or incidental againft whom it is commit- 
ted ; neither does it infer a diſability ol future helpfulneſs, or loyal- 
ty,ot loving agreement, being once paſt and pardon'd, where it can 
be pardon'd : but that which naturally diſtaſtes,and finds mo favour in: 
the eyes of Matrimony,cannever be conceal'd,never appeas'd, never 
intermitted, but proves a perpetual nullity of love and contentment, 
a ſolitude and dead vacation of all acceptable converſing. Moſes 
therefore permits Divorce, but in caſes onely that have no hands to 
joyn,and more need ſeparating then Adultery. Chrift forbids it, but 
in matters onely that may accord, and thole leſs then Fornication. 
Thus is Moſcs Law here plainly confirm'd,and thoſe cauſes which he 
permitted not a jot gainfaid. And that this 1s the true meaning of 
this place I prove by no other Author then S. Pax! kimlelf, 1 Cor.7. 
IO, 1 1. upon which Text Interpreters agree that the Apoſtle onely 
repeats the precept of Chriſt : where while he ſpeaks of the wifes re- 
concilement to her hu:hand,he puts it out of controverſie,that our Sa- 
viour meant chiefly matters of ſtrife and reconcilement 5 of which 
fort he would not that any difference ſhould be the occafion of Di- 


lue 
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lue a grave and prudent Law of cs, and how unadvifedly we 
{matter with our lips, when we talk of Chrifts aboliſhing any Judici- 
al Law of his great Father, except im lome circumſtances which are 
Judaical rather then Judicial, and needno aboliſhing, but ceaſe of 
themſelves : ] {ay again, that this recited Law ot 1Zo/cs contains a 
caule of Divorce greater beyond compare then that for Adultery 
and wnolo cannot 1o conceive it,errs and wrongs exceedingly a Law 
of deep wifdom for want of weil fadomins. For let him mark,no man 
urces the juſt divorcins of Aduſtcry as it is a lin, but as it is an in- 
jury to Marriage ; andthous? it be but once committed, and that 


without malice, whether through importunity or opportunity, the 


Golpel docs not therecore diſſuade him who would therefore 9i- 
vorce ; but rhat natural hatred,whenever it ariles,is a greater evil in 
Marriage then tne accident of Adultery, a greater defrauding, a 
Sreatcr injuſtice,and yet not blameable,he wo underſtands not after 
all this reprelenting,l doubt his Willlike a hard Spleen draws faſter 
then his Underſtanding can well ſanguifie. Nor did that man ever 


know or feel what it isto love truly, nor ever yet comprehend in his 
thoughts what the truc intent of Marriage is. And this alfo wiil be 
lomewhat above his reach,but yet no lels a truta for lack of his per- 
ipective,that as no man apprehends what vice 1s fo well as he who is 


truly vertuous, no man knows Hell like him who converſes moſt in 
Heaven, fo there is none that can eſtimate the evil and the affliction of 
a natural hatred in Matrimony, unlets he have a foul sentle enough 
and {pacious enough to contemplate what is true love. 

And the reaſon why men fo diſeſteem this wile judging Law of 
Goyzand count hate,or the nt finding of favour,as it is there term'd, 
a humorous,a diſhoneſt, and ſlight cauſe of Divorce,jis becauſe them- 
{clves apprehend 1o little of what true concord mcans : for if they 
did,they would be-juſter in their balancing between natural hatred 
and caſual adultery ; this being but a trankent injury,and loon amen- 
ded,l mean as to the party againſt whom the treſpaſs is: but that 


other bcing an unſpeakable and unremitting forrow and offence, 


whereoino amends can be made,no cure,no cealins but by Divorce, 
which like a divine touch in one moment heals all, and (like the 
Word of God) in one inſtant huſhes outrageous tempeſts into a ſud- 
den ſtilnels and peaceful calm. Yet all this fo great a good of Gods 
own enlarging to us, is by the hard rains of them that {it us wholly 
diverted and imbezelled from us. Maligners of mankind ! But who 
hath taught you to mangle thus, and make more gaſhes in the mile- 
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ries of a blameleſs creature, with the leaden daggers of your literal 
Decrees, to whoſe eale you cannot adde the tithe of one {mall atom, 
but by letting alone your unhelpſul Surgery. As for ſuch- as think 
wandring concupiſcence to be here newly and more preciſely for- 
bidden then it was before, if the' Apoſtle can convince them 5 we 
know that we are to know luſt by the Law, and not by any new diſco- 
very of the Law.The Law of ſes knew what it permitted, and the 
Gotpel knew what it forbid ; be that under a peeviſh conceit of de- 
barrins concupilcence 1hail go about to make a Novice of //oſes, 
(not to ſay a worle thing for reverence {ake) and ſuch a one of God 
Or Opportynin  Dirmtelt,as is a Norror to think, to bind our Szviour in the actault ofa 
would thereys downright promile breaking, 2nu to blind the ditunions of com- 
es a greater plaining nature in chains together, andcurb them with a Canon bit, 
reater Gefraude, £18 he that commits all the whoredom and adultery, which himlelt 
underſlandiny, F*I9C8CS) belides tic former guilt ſo manifold that lies upon him. 
d Spleen drags And it none of thele coniiderations with all their weignt and gravity 
or did tharnss, © avail to the diſpofſeſſing him ot his precious Litcraliſm,let tome 
et compretent one or other intreat him but to read on in tic lame 19 of Matth, till 
Ard thi tor he come to that place that lays,Some make themſclues E unchs for the 
Ber lac oi ' Kingdom of Heavens ſake. Andifthen he pleale to make ute of 07:. 


E. & gens Rniie, hemay do well to be his own Carver. 
15 10 ell ashenty 


CH AFP. avi 

| mk: TV 2cther the word of our Saviour be rightly expounded onely of actu- 
il andtheaffictio al fornication to be the canſe of Divorce. The Opimenof 

a foul gentleem: Grotius, with other reaſons. 

elore, BY T becauſe we know that Chriſt never gave a Judicial Law, 
wile judgins [ar KY and that the word fornication is variouſly ſignificant in Scripture, 
ASIt is theretent, it will be much right done to our Saviours words, to confider Gil- 
orce,js becauſeties gently whether it be meant here that nothing but a&ual fornication 
d means: for ts prov'd by witneſs can warrant a Divorce, for {0 our Canon Law 
ween natural tart: judges. Nevertheleſs as I find that Gr0r1z4 on this place hath oblerv'd 
jury,and foonane: the Chriitian Emperours, Thecdoſius the ſecond and 7uſtinian,men of 
treſpaſs is: þut ti nigh wiſdom and reputed piety,decreed it to be a divorcive fornica- 
ſorrow and offex £1ON, 11 the wate attempted either againſt the knowledge, or obſtt- 
ſino butby Dinae.nately againſt the will ofher husband;ſuch things as gave open ſutpi- 
;all, and (let: tions of aculterizing,as the wilful haunting of Feaſts,and Invitations 
tempeſt inoaf- with men not of her near kindred,the lying forth other houte with- 
vreat a good Gs OVt probable cauſe, the frequenting of Theatres againſt her husbands 
that {it us WW) mind herendeavour to prevent or deltroy Conception. Hence that of 
mankind Zutnt Jerom Where fornicationis ſuſpetted the wife may lawfully be divorc'd 3 
\ oaſhes in (660 SE not 
Ex” of 


ho converles mt 
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not that every motion of a jealous mind ſhould be regarded, but 
that it ſhould not be exaced to prove all things by a viſibility of 
Law witneſſing, or clle to hoodwinkthe mind : for the Law is not 
able to judge of theſe things but by the rule of equity, and by per- 
mitting a wile man to walk tte middle way of prudent circumfpeRi- 
on,neither wretchedly jealous,nor ſtupidly and tamely patient. To 
this purpoſe hath G7otzzu in his Notes. He ſhews alſo that Fornicati- 
on 15 taken in Scripture for Iuch a continual headftrong behaviour, 
as ten{s to plaincontempt of the husband, and proves out of Fudges 
19.2. where the Levites wiic 1s ſaid to have plaid the whore againſt 
him ; which Foſcphus and the Sepriragiit with the Chaldean,interpret 
onely of ſtubbornnels and rebel!ion againſt her husband : and to this 
I adde that Kimrchz, and the two other Rabbies who glols the Text, 
arein theſame opinion. Bez Ger ſom reatons,that had it been whore- 
dom,a Jew and a Levite would have difdain'd to fetch her again. And 
thisI ſhall contribute, that had it been whoredom, ſhe would have 
cholen any other place to run to then to her fathers houſe, it being 
ſo infamous for an Hgbrew woman to play the Harlot,and fo oppro- 
brious to the parents. Fornication then in this place of the Fudges is 
underſtood for ſtubborn diſobedience againſt the husband, and not 
for adultery. A fin of that ſudden aRivity as to be already commit- 
ted, when no more is £one,but onely lookt unchaſtely : which yet [ 
would be loth to judge worthy a Divorce, though in our Saviours 
language it be called Adultery.Neverthelels when palpable and fre- 
quent {igns are given, the Law of God, Num.s. fo far gave way to 
the jealouſie of a man, as that the woman ſer before the Santuary 
with her head uncovered,was acjur'd by the Prieſt to {wear whether 
ſhe were falſe or no, and conſtrain'd to drink that brrter water with 
an undoubted curje of rottenneſs and tympany to follow, unlcls ſhe 
were innocent. And the jealous man had not been guiltleſs before 
God.,as ſeems by the Jaſt verle,it having ſuch a ſuſpicion in his head, 
he ſhould negle& his trial ; which if to this day it be not to be us'd, 
or be thought as uncertain of effect as our antiquated Law of Ords 


linm, yet all equity will judge that many adulterous demeanours, 


which are of lewd fuſpition and example, may be held ſufficient to. 


incur a Divorce, though the a it {elf hath not been prov'd. And 
ſeeing the generoſity of our Nation is fo, as to account no reproach 
more abominable thento be nicknam'd the Husband of an Adulte- 
refs, that our Law ſhould not be as ample as the Law of God to vin- 
dicate a man from that ignoble ſufferance, is our barbarous unskil- 
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fulneſs, not conſidering that the Law ſhould be exaſperated accord- 
ing to our eſtimation of the injury. And ifit muſt be ſuffer'd till the 
act be viſibly prov*d,Solowor himſelt, whole judgment will be grant- 
ed to ſurpals the acuteneſs of any Canonift, confeſſes, Pro, 30.19,20. 
that for the att of Adultery it is as difficult to be found as the zrach 
of an Eaalein the air,or the way of a Ship in the Sea;, 1o that a man 
may be put to unmanly indignities ere it be found out. This there- 
fore may be enough to inform us,that Divorcive Adultery is not li- 
mited by our Saviour to the utmoſt a, and that to be atteſted al- 
ways by eyewitneſs, but may be extended allo to divers obvious a&i- 
ons, which either plainly lead to Adultery,or give fuch preſumption 
whereby ſenſible men may ſufſpe&the deed to be already done. And 
this the rather may be thought, in that our Saviour chole to ule the 
word fornication, which word is found to ſignifie other matrimonial 
tranſsreſſions of main breach to that covenant beſides aftual Adulte- 
ry.For that ſin needed not the riddance of Divorce, but of death by 
the Law, which was ative even till then by the example of the wo- 
man taken in adultery ; or if the Law had beendormant,our Saviour 
was more likely to have told them of their negle&, then tohave Jet a 
capital crime ſilently {cape into a Divorce : or itit belaid, Lis buſi- 
nels was not to tell them what was criminal in the Civil Courts, but 
what was finful at the Bar of Conſcience, how dare they then having 
no other ground then theſe our Saviours words,draw that into trial 
of Law,which both Moſes and our Saviour have left to the jurifdici- 
on of Conſcience ? But we take from our Saviour,lay they,onely that. 
it was Adultery,and our Law of it {ſelfapplies the puniſhment. But: 
by their leave that ſo argue, the great Lawgiver of all the world, 
who knew beſt- what was Adultery both to the Jew and to the 
Gentile, appointed no ſuch applying, and never likes when mortal. 
men will be vainly prefuming to outſtrip his Juſtice. 


CHAT. AI. 

Corifts manner of teaching. S.Paul adds rothis matter of Drvorce with-. 
Get command to ſhew the matter tobe of equity, not of rigour. That 
the bondage of a Chriſtian may be as much, and in peace 45 little, in 
ſome other Marriages beſides Idolatrous. If thoſe Arguments there- 
fore be good in that one caſe, why not in thoſe other. Therefore the 
Apoſtle himſelf adds % mis musmus. 

Tz at length we ſee both by this and by other places, that 

there is ſcarce any one ſaying in the Goſpel but muſt be reed 
| Wit 
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wit limitations and diſtinRions to be rightly underſtood ;, for Chriſt 


g1ves no full comments or continued ditcourſes, but as Demetrius 
thc Rhetorician phraſes it) ſpeaks oft in Monolyllables, like a Ma- 
ſter {cattering the heavenly grain of his Doctrine like Pearls here 
and there, which requires a $kilful and laborious gatherer, who 
mult compare the words he finds with other precepts, with the end 
Of every Ordi 13ance,and with tne general anatosy of Evangclick Do- 
CELANe : "oth Wrwile many particular layings w ould be bur one repug- 

nant riddle, and the Church would offend in Sranting Divorce tor 
- rigicity,which 15 not here accepted wita Adultery, bur by them ad- 

Ced. And this was 1t unJoubtedly which gave reaſon to S.Paul of his 
OWN autnority as he pro! feſſes,and without command trom the Lord, 

to enlarge the ſvemins conſtruction of thoſe places 1 in the Golpel, by 
adding a \ caſe wherein a perſon delerted,which is lomethins leſs then 


divorc'd,may lawfully marry again. And having declar*d his opinion 


in one calc, he leaves a further liberty tor Chriſtian prudence to de- 


termine in caſes of like importance,uſtis words ſo plain asare not to 
be ſhifted off, that a brother or a ſiſter is not under bougroe in ſuch ca- 
ſes,ac iding alſo. that God hath called w to peace in Marr! age. 

Now it it be plain that a Chriſtian may be brought 1 into unworth: y 
bondage, and his religious peace not onely interrupted now and then, 
but perpetually and t Fnally hinder'd in wedlock by miſyoking with 
a diverlity of nature as well as of Religion, the realons ot. Paul can- 
not be made fpecial to that one caſe of infidelity, but are of equal 
moment to a LVogees whereever Chriſtian liberty and peace arc 
without fault equaily obſtructed. That the Ordinance which God 
SAvc tO Our comfort, may not be pinn'd upon us to our undeſeryed 
thraldom, to be coop'd up as it were in mockery of wedlock to a 
perpetual betrothed lonelinets and dilcontent, itnothing worſe en- 
ive. There being g nought clic of Marriage left between ſuch but a 
dilpleaiins and forc'd remedy againf the ſting of a brute defire : 
which fleihly accuſtoming hee the Souls union and commuxture 
of intclleual delight,as it js rather a foiling then a fulfilling ofMar- 
riagc Rites, 10 1s it enough to abafe the mettle of a generous pirit, 
and finks him to a low and vulgar pitch of endeavour in all his a&tt- 
ons,or (which is worſe) leaves him in a deſpairing plight of abject 
and haraned thoughts : which condition rather then a good man 
{nouid fail into, a man uſeful in the lervice of God and Mankind, 
Chriſt himſelf hath taught us to diſpence with the moſt {acred Ordi- 

nance of his Worſhip,eyen for a bodily hcaling to diſpence with that 
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holy and ſpeculative reſt of Sabbath, much more then with the erro- 
neous obſervance of an ill knotted Marriage, for the ſuſtaining of an 
overcharged faith and perſeverance, 
RY | CHAP. XX. | | 
"PB, Within; The meaning of S.Paul,that charity believeth all things. What #5 to be 
d) 0 Evanogiec jard to the Licence which is vainly fear'd will grow hereby, What to 
© Dt nets, = choſe who never have done preſcribing patience 51 that caſe. The Pa- 
anting Dir, = piſf oft ſevere agatnſt Divorce, yet moſt eaſie to all Licence. Of all 
Cry, but bythe, Le mmiſeries in Marriage God 15 to be clear d,and the faultsto be laid 
calon tg dats: 07 Mans unyuſt Laws. 
mand fromthe, FA ND though bad cauſes would take licence by this pretext, if 
Ces 1n the Goe, that cannot be remedie{q, upon their confcience be it who ſhall 
I$ {omethinglet; ſo do. This was that hardneſs of heart,and abuſe of a s00d Law,which 
> declar'0 tisge, /oſes was content to Tuffer, rather then good men ſhould not have. 
iſtian prudence; 3 at ail to uſe needfully. And he whoto run after one loſt theep lefe 
ſo plainasarety: DInety nine of hisown flock at random in the wilderneſs,would little 
lr boikont inſuy; perplex his thoughts for the obduring of nine hundred and ninety 
Marriage, fuch as will daily take worle liberties,whether they have permiſſion. 
oupht into nu OT not. Io conclude,as without charity God hath givenno command- 
rupted nox 2x) Ment ro men lo wout it neither can men rightly believe any com- 
k by miſrokirs: mandment given.For every act of true faith,as well that whereby we 
reafons of8 0.0. DElleve the Law as that whereby we endeavour the Law,is wrought 
n us by charity, according to that in the Divine Hymn of S. Paz, 
1 Cor. 13. Charity believeth all things; not as if ſhe were 1o credu- 
lous,which is the Expoſition hitherto current,for that were a trivial 
praiſe, but to teach us that Charity is the high governeſs of our be- 
lief, and that we cannot {ſafely aflent to any precept written in the 
Bible,but as Charity commends it tous. Which agrees with that of 
the ſame Apoſtle to the Ephe/.4.14,15. where he teils us that the 
. way to get a ſure 'undoubted knowledge of thinss, is to hold that for 
1g of a prute _ Truth which accords moſt with Charity. Whole unerring guidance 
"lon and commu and condutt havins follow'd as a Loadſtar with all diligence and fi- 
enatfullling0® geliry in this queſtion, I truſt (through the help of that illuminating 
: of a genero5M® $5;rit which hath favour'd me) to have done no every days workin 
ayour in al 5K: aſſerting after many Ages the words of Chriſt with other Scriptures 
ring plight ofalp: of great concernment from burdenſom and remorſleſs obſcurity, 
er then ag00F tangled with: manifold repugnancies, totheir native luſtre and con- 
God and Mati® fent between each other ; hereby alſo diffolving tedeous and Gord:- 
he moſt {xcred (6 ai difficulties, which have hitherto moleſted the Church of God,and 
ro Gifpence ary zrenow decided not with the Sword of Alexander, but with the 2 
Wi | Mmacularse 
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maculate hands of Charity,to the unſpeakable good ofChriſtendom, 
And let the extreme Litcraliſt ſit down now and revolve whether this 
in all neceſſity be not the due retult of our Saviours words; or if he 
perl:{t ro be otherwiſe opinion'd, let him well advile leſt thinkins to 
gripe iaſt the Goſpel, he be found inftead with the Canon Law in his 
fiſt : whole boiſterous Edits tyrannizing the bleſſed Ordinance of 
Marriage into the quality of a moſt unnatural aad unchriſtianl, 
yoke, have given the fleſh this advantage to | ate it, and turnafide, 
oft times unwillingly,to all diflolute uncleannefs,even till puniſhment 
it {elf is weary and overcome by the incredible trequency of trading 
Luſt and uncontrolled Adulteries. Yet men whole Creed 13 Cuſtom, 
[| doubt not bur will be {till endeavourins to hide the ſloth of their 
o\wn timorous capacitics with this pretext,that tor ail this 'tis better 
to indure with patience and filence this afliction which God hath 
lent. And I agree *tis true,if this be exhortcd and not cnjoyned ; but 
withal] it will be wifely done to be as furc as may be,that what mans 
inquity hath laid on be not imputed to Gods fencing, left under 
the colour of an afteed patience we detain our elves at the 
Sulphs mouth of many hideous temptations, not to be witkſtoo] 
without proper gifts, which (as Perkins weil noteggGod gives not or- 
dinarily,no not to moſt earneſt prayers. Therefore we pray, Lead 
719t into temptation 5a Vain prayer,it havins led our ſelves thither we 
loveto ftay in that perillous condition. God 1ſcnds remedies as well 
evils, under which he who lies and grones, that may lawtully acquit 
bimſelf,is acceſſory to his own ruine : nor will it excufe him though 


ne ſuffer through a ſlugsith fearfulnels to tearch throughly what is | 


lawiul, for fear ofdilquieting of a ſecure faliity of an old Opinion, 
Who doubts not but that it may be piouſly {aid, to him who would 
ditmils his frigidity,bear your trial,take it,as if God would have you 
live this life of continence : ifhe exhort this I hear him asan Angel, 
though he ſpeak without warrant 5 but if he would compell me, 1 
know him for Satan. To him who divorces an adultrefs Picty might 
lay,Pardon her ; you may ſhew much mercy, you may winaloul: 
yet the Law both of God and Man leaves it freely to him ; for God 
loves not to plow out the heart of our endeavours with over hard 
and {ad tasks. God delights not to make adrudge of Vertue, whole 
actions muſt be all eletive and unconſtrained. Forc'd Vertue 1sas a 
Bolc overſhot, it goes neither forward nor backward, and does no 
goodas it ſtands.Secing therefore that neither Scripture nor Reaſon 
hath laid this unjuſt auſterity upon Divorce,we may reſolve gens” 
thing 
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thing elſe hath wrought it but that Letter-bound Servility of the 
Canon Dc&ors, ſuppoling Marriage to be a Sacrament, and out of 
the art they have to lay unneceſſary burdens upon all men, to make a 
fair ſhew in the fleſhly obſervance of Matrimony, though peace and 
love with all other conjugal reſpe&s fare never fo ill. And indeed 
the Papiſts, who are the ſtrifeſt forbidders of Divorce, are the eali- 
eft Libertines to admit of groſſeſt uncleannels ; as if they had ade- 
fisn by making Wedlock a {upportlets yoke to violate it moſt,under 
colour of preſerving it moſt inviolable ; and withall delighting (as 
their myſtery is) to make men the day-labourers of their own affli- 
Rions,as if there were ſuch a-ſcarcity of miſeriesfrom abroad, that 
we ſhould be made to melt our choiceſt home bleſſings, and coin 

tem into crofles, for want whereby to hold commerce with patt- 


_ ence. f any therefore who ſhall hap to read this Diſcourte,hath been 


through miſadventure ill engaged in this contracted evil here com- | 
plain'd of, and finds the firs and workings of a - high impatience 
frequently upon him, ofall thoſe wilde words which menin mitery 
think to caſe themſelves by uttering,let him not open his lips againſt 
the Providence of Heaven, or tax the ways of God and his Divine 
Truth; for they are equal, cafie, and not burdenſom; nor do they 
ever crols the juſt and realonable defres of men,nor involve this our 
portion of mortal life into a neceſlity of fadnefs and malecontent,by 
Laws commanding over the unreducible antipathies of Nature ſoon- 
er or later found,butallow us to remedy and ihake off thole evils in- 
to which human error hath led us through the midſt of our beſt in- 
tentions, and to {ſupport our incident extremities by that authentick 
 precept of ſovereign charity, whoſe grand commiſſion is to do and 
to dilpole over all the Ordinances of God to Man,that love and truth 
may advance each other to everlaſting. While we literally ſuperſtiti- 
ous through cuſtomary faintneſs of heart, not venturing to pierce 
' with our free thoughts into the full latitude of Nature and Religi- 
.on,abandon our {elves to ſerve under the tyranny of ufurp'd Opini- 


|. 
il, 


, 


ons,ſuftering thoſe Ordinances which were allotted to our ſolace and 
y, You) Wi" reviving,to trample over us and hale us into a multitude of ſorrows, 
recly to him 3 , which God never meant us. And where he ſets us ina fair allowance 
-4vQUIS with "of way, with honeſt liberty and prudence to our guard, we never 
rudge ol Ve” leave fubtilizing and cafuiſting till we have Rtraitned and pared that 
4. Forc'd Vas" liberal path intoa Razors edge to walk on, between a precipice of 
wekward, 9® unnecefary miſchief on either fide;and ſtarting at every falle Alarm: . 
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we do not know which Way tO ſet a foot forward with manly conf. 
dence and Chriſtian reſolution, through the confuſed ringing in our 
ears of panick {cruples and amazements. 

CHAT. AX 
That the matter of Divorce is not to be tried by Law,but by Comſcience, 


; - Wn ns 
as many other ſins are. The Magiſtrate can onely ſee that the condi. || Wale 


tion of Divorce be juſh and equal. The Opinion of Fagius, and the 

reaſons of this Aſſertion. 
þ Nother a& of Papal encroachment it was, to pluck the power 
Z MA and arbitrement of Divorce from the Maſter of the Family, in- 
to whole hands God and the Law of all Nations had put it, and 
Chriſt loleft it preaching onely to the Conlcience, and not authori- 
Zing a Judicial Court to tols about and divulge the unaccountable 
and ſecret reaſon of dilaftetions between man and wife, as a thin 
moſt improperly anſ{werable to any 1uch kind of trial. But the Popes 
of Rome perceiving the great Revenue and high Authority it would 
ive them even over Princes,to have the judging and deciding of ſuch 
a main conſequence in the life of man as was Divorce, wrought { 
upon the Superſtition of thoſe Ages, as to diveſt them of that right 
which God from the beginning had entruſted to the Husband : by 
which means they {ubje@ed that ancient and naturally domeſtick 


Prerogative to an external and unbefitting Judicature.For although. 


differences in Divorce about Dowries, Joyntures, and the like, be- 
fides the puniſhing of Adultery, ought not to pals without referring 
if need be to the Magiſtrate,yet that the abſolute and final hindering 
of Divorce cannot belong to any civil or earthly power, againſtthe 
will and conſent of both parties, or ofthe Husband alone, tome rej- 
{ons will be here urg*d as ſhall not need to decline the touch. But firk 
[ ſhall recite what hath been already yielded by others in favour of 


this Opinion. Grorizs and many more agree, that notwithſtanding 
what Chriſt ſpake therein to the Conſcience, the Magiſtrate is not 
thereby enjoyn'd ought againſt the preſervation of civil peace, of 
equity,and of convenience. Among thele F ag: is moſt remarkable, 
and gives the ſame liberty of pronouncing Divorce tothe Chriſtian 
Magiſtrate as the Moſaick had.For whatever (faith he ) Chriſt Paketo 
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the regenerate, the Fudge hath to deal with the vulgar : if therefore an) | Way, it, 
through hardneſs of heart will not be a tolerable wife to her huaband,it | gy... 
will be lawful as well now as of old to paſs the bill of Divorce,not by pri- | agg... 
vate,but by publick authority.Nor doth man ſeparate themthen,but God | hy, 


by bis Law of Divorce given by Moles.What can hinder the Magiſtratt 


fron | 


vo | ; 
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vhrans, from ſo doing,towhoſe government all outward things are ſubjett, to ſe. 
DEMS ny parate and remove from perpetual vexation and no ſmall danger, thoſe 
bodies whoſe minds are already ſeparates, it being ht office to procure 

F! peaceable and convenient living in the Commonwealth ;, and being as cer- 
Witt by Onfim $an alſo, that they ſo neceſſarily ſeparated cannot all recerve a ſingle 
ee that them, 7: 4 h; *; L 4 p ; | AS 
fr.» life. Andtnisloblerve,tuatour Divines do generally -condemn lepa- 
Qs, ay ration of bed and board,without the liberty of ſecond choice : if that 
thereiore in ſome caſes be moſt purely neceſſary, as who lo blockiſh 
to deny? then is this alfo as needful. Thus far by others is already 
otthe an; well ſtept, to inform us that Divorce is not a matter of Law but of 
Had pitt, a Charity : ifthere remain a furlong yet to end the queſtion, theſe 
and not auth following reatons may ſerve to gain it with any apprehenſionnot tov 
© account; unlearned or too wayward.Firſt becaule oft times the cauſes of ſeck- 
Le, as athy ing Divorce reſide ſo deeply in the radical and innocent affeQions of 
al, But tieP;; Nature,as 15not within the dioceſe of Law to tamper with, Other re- 
Mority itwg} lations may aptly enough be held together by a civil and vertuous 
decidingoffy love : but the duties of man and wife are ſuch as are chiefly conver- 


Pluck the Dore 


e, wroucht| fant in that love, which is moſt ancient and meerly natural, whoſe 
em of thatris two prime ſtatutes are to joyn it ſelf to that which is good, and ac- 
e Husband:h ceptable, and friendly ; and to turn aſide and depart from what is 
rally domeſji, diſagreeable, difpleaſing, and unlike : of the two this later is the 
Ire.For althoys ſtrongeſt, and moſt equal to be regarded ; for although a man may 


and the like, Often be unjuſt in ſeeking that which he loves, yet he can never be 
ithout refers unjuſt or blameable in retiring from his endleſs trouble and diſtaſte, 
I final hinders Whenas his tarrying can redound to no true content on either fide. 
ver, againk} Hate is of all things the mightieſt-divider,nay it is diviſion it ſelf. To 
lone, omen: COuple hatred therefore,though wedlock try all her golden links,and 
*ton< Burk: Dorrow to her aid all the iron manacles and fetters of law, it does 
herein favour; Dut ſeek to twiſt a rope of ſand,which was a task they fay that pod 
"otwithſtani; TE Devil : and that Nuggiſh fiend in hell Ocus, whom the Poems 
Magiſtrate ;.« TON us of, brought his idle cordage to: as good effeft, which never 
f civil peace, lerv'd to bind with, but to tced the Als that ſtood at his elbow. And. 
oft remarkil thatthe reſtrictive Law againft Divorceattains as little to bind any” 
to the Chriſt thing truly ina disjoynted Marriage,or to keep it bound, but ſerves 
©) Orif ipt onely to tecd the ignorance and definitive impertinence of a doltiſh 
ifterefore Canon,were no ablurd allukion. To hinder therefore thoſe deep and 
; ir habanh, *Cr1Ous regrefles of Nature in a reaſonable ſoul parting from that 
Yoorce.not Vf miſtaken help which he juſtly ſeeks in a perſon created for him, re- 
Ke eks ; colleting himſelf from an unmeet help which was never meant, and 


"17.67, £0 detain him by compullion in ſuch an unpredeſtin'd miſery as this 
pre y as 15, 
derthe My; nn | Wa  -) is 
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is in a diameter againſt both Nature and Inſtitution : but to inter. 
pole a Juriſdidtive Power over the inward and irremediable dilpoſj- 
tion of Man,to command loveand {ympathy,to forbid diſlike againſt 
the guiltlels inſtint of Nature, is not within the Province of an 

Law to reach, and were indeed an uncommodious rudenels,' not a 
juſt power : for that Law may bandy with Nature, and traverſe her 


ſage motions,was an error mn Callicles the Rnetorician, whom Socra. 


tes from high principles confutes in Plato's Gorgias, If therefore Dj. 
vorce may beſo natural, and that Law and Nature are not to gg 
contrary ; then to forbid Divorce compullively, isnot onely again 
Nature, but againſt Law. | 

Next, it muſt be remembred that all Law is for ſome good that 
may be frequently attain'd, without the\admixture of a worſe incon- 
venience; and thereforc many groſs faults, as ingratitude and the 


like,which are too far within the foul, to be cur'd by conſtraint of | 
Law, arc left onely to be wrought on by conſcience and perſuaſion, 


Which made Ariſtotle in the 10th. ofhis Echicks to Nicemach,aim 


at a kind of diviſionof Law into private or perſuaſive,and publickor | #5 
| ge 


compulſive. Hence it is tat the Law forbidding Divorce, never at- 
rains to any $oo0d end of ſuch Prohibition, but rather multiplies evil, 
For if Natures reſiſtleſs {way in love or hate be once compell'd, it 
Srows careleſs of it felf,vitious,uleleſs to friends, unferviceable and 


all wiſe Lawgivers that ever knew man, what kind of creature. he 
was. The Parliament allo and Clergy of England were not ignorant 
of this, when they conſented that Harry the 8th. might put away 


his Queen Arne of Cleve, whom he coult not like after he had been | 


wedded half a year ; unleis it were that contrary to the Proverb, 
they made a neceſhty of that which might have been a vertue in 
them to do : for even the freedom and eminence of mans crTation 


other ſex which was made for him whom therefore though he 
ought not to injure, -yetneither ſhould he be forc'd to retain inſ0- 
ciety to his own overthrow, nor to hear any Judge therein above 
himlelf.It being alſoan unſeemly affront to the ſequeſtr'd and vail'd 


modeſty of that Sex, to have her unpleaſingnefs and other conceal- 


ments bandied up and down, and aggravated inopen Court by thoſe 
hir”d. maſters of tongue-fence. Such uncomely exigencies it befell 
no leſs a Majeſty then Herry the VIII. to be reduc*d-to,who finding 
juſt reaſon in his conſcience to forgo his brothers wife, after many 
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indignities of being deluded,and made a boy of by thoſe two Cardi- 
nal Judges, was conſtrain'd at laſt for want of other proof that ſhe 
had been carnally known by Prince Arthur, even to uncover the na- 
kedneſs of that vertuous Lady, and to recite openly the obſcene evi- 
dence of his Brothers Chamberlain. Yet it pleas'd God to makehim 
ſee all the Tyranny of Rowe,by diſcovering this which they exercis'd 
over Divorce, and to make him the beginner of a Reformation 
to this, whole Kingdom,by firſt aſſerting into his famliary Power the 
right of juſt Divorce.” Tis true,an Adultreſs cannot be ſham'd enough 
by any publick proceeding ; but the woman whole honour is not im- 
peach'd, is leſs injur'd by a ſilent diſmiſſion, being otherwile not li- 


{ berally dealt with, then to endure a clamourins debate of utterleſs 


things, in a buſineſs of that civil ſecrecy and difficult diſcerning, as 
not to be over much queſtion'd by neareſt friends. Which drew that 
anſwer from the greateſt and worthieſt Roman of his time Pal 
e/Emilins,beins demanded why he would put away his Wife for no 
viſible reaſon, Thzs Shoo ({aid he, and held it out on his foot) #5 4 
neat ſhoo, a new ſhoo, and yet none of you know Where ut wrings me © 
much leſs by the unfamiliar cognizance of a Fee'd Gameſter can ſuch 
a private difference be examin'd, neither ought it. 

Again, if Law aim at the firm eſtabliſhment and preſervation of 


matrimonial faith, we know that cannot thrive under violent means, 


but is the more violated. Js it not when tio unfortunately met are 
by the Canon forc'd to draw in that yoke an unmerciful days work 
of ſorrow till death unharneſs *em, that then the Law keeps Marri- 
age moſt unviolated and unbroken ? but when the Lay takes order 
that Marriage be accountant and reſponſible to perform tnat focie- 
ty, whether it be religious, civil,or corporal, which may be con{cio- 
nably requir'd and claim'd therein, or elſe to be difſolv'd if it can- 
not. be undergone. This is to make Marriage moſt indifſoluble, by 
making it a juſt and equal dealer, a performer of thole due nelps 
which inſtituted the covenant,being otherwiſe a moſt unjuſt contract, 
and no more to be maintain'd under tuition of Law then the vilct 
fraud, or cheat,or theft,that may be committed. But becaufe this 1s 


; ſuch a ſecret kind of fraud or theft, as cannot be diſcern'd by Law, 


but onely by the Plaintiff himſelf; therefore to divorce was never 
counted a political or civil offence neither to Jew nor Genttle, nor 
by any Judicial intendment of Chriſt, further then could be diſcern'd 
to tran{greſs the allowance of Moſes,which was of neceſlity lo large, 
that it doth all one as if it ſent þack rhe matter lt oido at 

aWy 
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Law,and intratable by rough dealing, to have inſtruRtions and ad. 
monitions beſtow'd about it by them whoſe ſpiritual office is to ad- 
jure and to denounce,and ſo left to the Conſcience. The Law can on- 
ly appoint the juſt and equal conditions of Divorce, and is to look 
how it is an injury to the Divorc'd, which in truth it can be none, as 
a meer ſeparation tor if ſhe conſent, wherein has the Law to right 
ker ? or conſent not, then is it either juſt,and ſo deſerved ; or if un- 
juſt, tuch in all likelihood was the Divorcer, and to part from an un- 
jult man 1s a happineſs, and no injury to be lamented. But ſuppoſe it 
to be an injury, the Law is nos able toamend it, unleſs ſhe think it 
other thena miſerable redreſs to return back from whence ſhe was 
expciled,or but intrcated to be gone, or elle to live apart ſtill marri- 
ed without marriage,a married widow. Laſt, if it be to chaften the 
divorcer, what Laiv puuiſhes a deed whichis not moral but natural, 
a deed which cannot certainly be found to be an injury ? or hoyw 
can it be puniſh'd by prohibiting the Divorce, but that the innocent 
muſt equally partake both in the ſhame and in the ſmart ? So that 
which way foever we look the Law can to no rational purpole for- 
bid Divorce, it can onely take care that the conditions of Divorce 
benot injurious. Thus then we lee the trial of Law how impertinent 
it is to this queſtion of Divorce, how helpleſs next, and then how 
hurtful. 
CHAT. AX 
The laſt Reaſon why Divorce ts not to be reſtrained in Law, it being 
againſt the Law of Nature and of Nations. The larger proof where- 
of referred to My. Seldens bock De Jure Naturali & Gentium, 
An Objection of Parzus anſwered. How it ought to be ordered by the 
Church. That this will aot breed any wor ſe inconvenience, nor ſo bad 
45 4 now ſuffered. 
Herefore the laſt Reaſon why it ſhould not be, is the example 
we have,not only from the nobleſt and wifeſt Commonwealths, 
guided by the cleareſt light of humane knowledge,but alſo from the 
Divine Teſtimonies of God himlelf, lawgiving in perſon to a lanQi- 
fied people. That all this 15 true,wholo delires to know at large with 
leaſt pains, and expects not over long rehearſals of that which is by 
others already fo judiciouſly gather'd, let him haſten to be acquaint- 
ed with that noble Volum written by our Learned Seldez, Of the 
Law of Nature and Nations, a Work more uſeful and more worthy 
to be perus'd,whoſocver ſtudies to be a great man in wildom, equi - 
ty, anc juſtice, then all thoie Decretals and Sumleſs Sums, ET 
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condemn adultery,not that theſe things ſhould not be done at Layy 

but to ſhew that the Goſpel hath notthe leaſt influence upon Tudi: 
cial Courts,much lefs to make them ſharper and more heavy,leat of 
all to arraign before a Temporal Judge that which the Lay without 
Summons acquitted. But (faith he) the Law was the time of Youth, 
under violent afteCtions, the Golpel in us is mature age, and ought 
to ſubdueatfections. True, and io ought the Law too, if they be 
found inordinate,and not meerly natural and blameleſs. Next 1di- 
ſtinguiſh that the time of the Law is compar'd to Youth and Pupil. 
lage in reſpect of the Ceremonial part, which led the Jews as chi]- 
dren through corporal and gariſh rudiments, untill the Fulnels of 
time ſhould reveal to them the higher lefſons of Faith and Redem- 


ption. This is not meant of the Moral part, therein it ſoberly con. 


cern'd them not to be Babies, but to be-Men in good carneſt : the fad 
and awful Majeſty of that Law was not to bejeſted with : to bring a 
bearded Nonage with lIafcivious Diſpenſations before that Throne, 
had been a lewd affront ,as it is now agrols miſtake. But what Diſci- 
pline is this, Pare,to nouriſh violent affeRtions in Youth,by cocker- 
11s and wanton Indulgences,and to chaſtile them in mature age with 
a boyiſh rod of corre&tion ? Hov? much more coherent is it to Scri- 
pture, that the Law asa ſtri& Schoolmaſter ſhould have puniſh'd 
every treſpals without indulgence fo baneful to Youth, and that the 
Goſpel ſhould now corre& that by admonition and reproof onely, 
in free and mature age, which was puniſh'd with ſtripes in the child- 
hood and bondage of the Law. What therefore it allow'd thenſo 
fairly, mucn lefs is to be whipp'd now, eſpecially in Penal Courts: 


and if it ought now to trouble the Conſcience, why did that angry | 


accuſer and condemner Law reprieve it ? So then,neither from M- 
ſes nor from Chriſt hath the Magiſtrate any authority to proceed 
againit it.But what,ſhall then the diſpoſal of that power return again 
to the Maſter of aFamily ? Wherefore not, fince God there put it, 
and the prefumptuous Canon thence bereft it ? This onely-muſt be 
Yovided,that the anc be obſerv'd in pref f the Mi- 
provided,that the ancient manner be oblerv'd in preſence of the Mi 


niſter and other grave teleed Elders, who after they ſhall have ad-. 


moniſh'd and prels'd upon him the words of our. Saviour, and he 
ſhall have proteſted in the Faith of the eternal Golpel, and the hope 
he has of happy Reſurre&ion,that otherwiſe then thus he cannot do, 
and thinks himſelf and this his cafe not contain'd in that Prohibition 
o: Nivorce which Chriſt pronounc'd, the matter not being of malice, 
| Þut ofnature,and fo not capable of reconciling, to conſtrain bim-fur- 
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ther were to unchriſten him, to unman him, to throw the mountain 


of $:nas upon him, with the weight of the whole Law to boot, flat 
againſt the liberty and eſſence of the Goſpel,and yet nothing avai'a- 


ble either to the ſanity of marriage, the good of husband, wite, or 


children,nothing profitable either to Church or Commonyealth, but 
hurtful and pernicious.to all theſe reſpeAs. But this will bring in 
confuſion : yet theſe cautious miſtruſters might conſider, that what 
they thus objeR lights not upon this book, but upon that which 1 
engage againſt them,the Book of God and 17oſes,with ail the wifdom 


. and providence which had forecaſt the worſt of confuſion that could 
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could ſucceed,and yet thought fit oftuch a permiſſion. But let them 
be of good cheer,it wrought 1o liitle diſorder among the Fews, that 
irom Moſes till after the Captivity not one of the Propnets thought 
it worth the rebuking ; for that of 2Zalachy well look'd into will ap- 
pear to be not againſt Divorcing, but ratner againitkeeping firange 
Concubines,to the vexation of their Hebrew Wives. It tacrefore we 
Chriſtians may be thought as good and tratable as the Fews were, 
and certainly the Prohibiters of Divorce preſume us to be better, 
then leſs Confuſion is to be feard for this among us then was among 
them. If we be worlſe,or but as bad,which lamentable exampties con- 
firm we are,then have we more, or at leaſt as much, need of this 
permitted Law,as they to whom God therefore gave it (as they lay) 
under a harſher Covenant. Let not therefore the frailty of man go 
on thus inventing needleſs troubles to it (elf, to groan under the falle 
imagination of a ſtriftneſs never impos'd from above; enjoyning that 
for duty which is an impoſſible and vain ſupererogating. Bz zo! r274- 
reozu overmuch,is the counſel of Eccleſtaſtes ;, why ſhould{fi thor: deſiroy 
thy ſelf ? Letusnot be thus over curious to ſtrain at atoms, and yet 
to ſtop every vent and cranny of permiſſive liberty ,left Nature wang- 
ins thoſe needful pores and breathing places which God hath not 
debarr*d our weakneſs, either fuddenly break out into lome wide 
rupture of open vice and frantick herefe,or elſe inwardly teſter with 
repining and blaſphemous thoughts,under an unreaſonable and fruit- 
leſs rigor of unwarranted Law. Againſt which evils nothing can more 
beſeem the Religion of the Church,or the Wiſdom of the State, then 
to conſider timely and provide. And in ſo doing ler them not doubt 


but they ſhall vindicate the miſreputed Honour of God and his great: 


Lawpiver, by ſuffering him to give his own-Laws according to the 

condition of Mans nature beſt known to him, without.the unluffera- 

ble imputation of diſpenſing legally with many Ages of ratified Adul-. 
| M 
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tery. They ſhall recover the milattended words of Chriſt to the ſin. 
ccrity of their true ſenſe from manifold contraci&ions, and ſhall 


open them with the Key of Charity. Many helplefs Chriſtians they 
@3ll raile from. the depth of fadnels and diſtreſs, utterly unfitted as 
they are to lerve God or Man: _ they ſhall reclaim from obſcure 
and giddy SeRs,many regainfrom diflolute and brutith Licence,ma. 
ny from deſperate hardnels it ever that were juſtly pleaded. They 
ſhall fet free many Daughters of 1ſ-acl, not wanting much of her ſad 
plis't whom Satan had bound eighteen years. Man they ſhall reſtore 
to his juſt Dignity and Prerogative in Nature, preferring the Souls 
free peace beforc the promilcuous draming of a carnal rage,. Marri- 
ave from a perillous hazard and ſnare,they ſhall reduceto be a more 
certain haven and retirement of happy ſociety when they ſha'l 
| judge according to God and Moſes, and how not then according tg 
Chriſt ? when they ſhall judge it more wiſdom and goodnels to break 
that Covenant ſeemingly and keep it really, then compul_.ton of Law 
to keep it ſeemingly, and by commpulizon of blameleſs Nature to 
break it really,at leaſtif it were ever truly joyn'd. The vigor of Dis 
| ſeipline they may then turn with better ſuccels upon rhe proſtitute 

lootnels of the times, when men finding in themſelves the infirmities 
of former Ages, ſhail not be conſtrain'd ahove the gift of God in 
them, to unprofitable and impoſſible Oblervances never required 
from the caviileſt, the witeſt, the holicſt Natigns, whole other excel- 
fencies in moral vertue they never yet could equal. Laſt of all, to 


thoſe whole mind is ſtill to maintain textual reftrition, whereof the - 


bare {ound cannot conhiſt ſometimes with Humanity, much leſs with 
Charity, Iwould ever anſwer by putting them in remembrance of a 
command above ail commands, which they {cem to have forgot, and 
rho ſpake it ; in compariton whereof this which they ſo cxalt, is 


but a petty and ſubordinate precept. Let them go therefore with 


whom I am loth to couple them, yet they will needs run into the fame 
blindneſs with the Phariſees ; /et them go therefore and conſider well 
what this leflon means,] will have mercy and netſacrifice ; for on that 
ſaying all the Law and Prophets depend,mauch more the Goſpel,whoſe 
end and excellence is mercy and peace : or if they cannotlearn that, 


how will they hear this ? which yet I ſhall not doubt to leave with 


them as a Concluſion, That God the Son hath put all other things un- 


der his own feet, bnt his Commandments he hath left all under the 
feet of Charity. 


THE END. 
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